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The manuscbipt forming the basis of the following 
Biography was written by Mr. Harrison within a few 
years of Mr. Clowes's death. He read portions of it to 
me in 1838^ at the same time stating his wish that some 
one with more turn for biography than he considered he 
possessed, would take the work in hand, and make a 
picture from his sketch. No one having offered to do 
so, I have attempted to comply with the wish of several 
friends, who think the time has come when the life and 
sentiments of John Clowes will meet with candid and 
thoughtful consideration. 

Regarding Mr. Harrison's MS. rather as materials 
than a finished work, I have felt free to re-arrange and 
re-write the whole, with the exception of the personal 
recollections, contained chiefly in the ninth and fifteenth 
chapters. 

The reader will also bear in mind, that any passages 
elsewhere, as at pages 2 and 39, implying a personal 
intercourse with Mr. Clowes, must be attributed to Mr. 
Harrison ; the Editor not having enjoyed that privilege. 
Much new matter has been embodied from Mr. Clowes's 



viii editor's preface, 

unpublished letters and manuscripts^ and from other 
sources ; and I have to express my grateful acknowledg- 
ments to Mr. J. R. Boyle, of Bacup, for much valuable 
assistance and the perusal of many original documents in 
his possession. 
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Having repeatedly requested the friends of the late 
Mr. Clowes to commit to writing all they could recollect 
of him, and finding one after another following him to 
an eternal world without having left any such recollec- 
tions behind, I felt it the more incxmibent upon me to 
set down what came under my own observation respect- 
ing this most interesting character during his latter 
years ; as well as what I had gathered from himself and 
his personal acquaintances from an earlier period. Since 
I began to write, however, I have been favoured with 
several valuable collections of letters, and notes of his 
conversations, I have also included the substance of the 
short Memoir dready publidied, having heard it from 
Mr. Clowes's own mouth. 



M8. written at Highgate 
about 1835-7. 
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THE LIFE 

OF THE 

BEV, JOHN CLOWES. 



CHAPTER I. 

EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION. 

1743—1769. 

John Clowes* was born at Manchester, October 31, 
1743. He was the second son of Mr. Joseph Clowes, a 
provincial barrister, and associate of John Byrom, the 
author of The Nimmers, and other clever pieces of poe- 
try, including the well-known pastoral, first published in 
Addison's ^ Spectator,' ^ 

My time, ye Muses, was happily spent 
When Phcebe went with me wherever I went. 

His mother, whose maiden name was Edwards, was the 
daughter of the rector of Llanbedar, in North Wales, a 
pious and learned man, whose virtues were transmitted to 
his daughter. She was assiduous in bringing up her 
children in the habit of private devotion, as well as in 

* Pronounced Clooz, 

' No. 603. Byrom was also the author of the papers on * Breaming,* 
* Spectator,' Nos. 586 and 693, as well as of the Christmas Carol, ' Christians, 
awake, salute the happy morn.' 
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2 LIFE OP THE EEY. JOHN CLOWES.. 

the regular attendance of public worship ; but this excel- 
lent parent died when her son John was only seven years 
old. His father, however, was also a religious man, and 
not only attended church regularly with his family, but 
was in the habit of assembling them every Sunday even- 
ing to hear a sermon, and join in private devotion. This 
practice, which, if injudiciously enforced, and made a 
merely formal task, may too often defeat its own intention, 
was in the present instance eminently successful, inso- 
much that John Clowes records in his autobiography, that 
* impressions of the deepest nature were then made on his 
juvenile mind,' and he was ever afterwards led ' to adore 
that Divine mercy which was pleased, at so early a period, 
to manifest its divine operations by exciting so lively a 
sense of the being, the kingdom, the providence, the love, 
and the omnipotence of the Father o( the universe.' 

The piety of the parents seems to have been free from 
asceticism ; and that of the child, while it led him to pray 
for his Heavenly Father's help and protection night and 
morning, and on all special occasions, did not prevent or 
cramp the enjoyments natural to healthy childhood. 
Those who knew Mr. Clowes only in his declining years, 
and were charmed with the innocent playfulness which 
characterised him to the last, can well believe that he was 
a lively and affectionate child. I have heard him speak 
with rapture of his delight, when a little boy, in helping 
his elder brother to draw their little sister in a child's 
chaise into the middle of a meadow, where they left her, 
while they scoured the fields in search of wild flowers, 
and what shouts of joy broke out at every handful they 
threw into her lap. 

The father appears to have been a man of methodical 
habits, and firm in requiring obedience from his children. 
Mr. Clowes used to relate with much animation how he 
and his brother, having made an engagement with a 
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schoolfellow to spend a half-holiday in a country ramble, 
were seated at the dinner-table meditating on the best way 
of making the most of their anticipated .pleasure, w^hen 
their father broke silence with, * Now, my boys, I have 
some employment for you after dinner.' ^ At this,' said 
Mr. Clowes, ^ our countenances, all sunshine before, 
instantly sank, and when he added, " I want you to weed 
the asparagus beds," we were in despair, for we knew this 
would take up the whole afternoon ; so farewell to our 
ramble. However, there was no help for it; obedience 
was the order of my father's house ; we had nothing to do 
but betake ourselves to the garden in what plight we could. 
We had not been long at work, when oh ! the delight of 
doing my father's commands was not to be told I From 
that time I knew what the joy of obedience was.' * Ah, 
Sir ! ' he continued, raising his hand and fine countenance 
towards heaven ; ' from practising that lesson I learnt too 
the infinitely greater hajipiness of endeavouring to do the 
will of my Heavenly Father.' 

After remaining at the Salford Grammar School till 
he had gained what was thought a competent knowledge 
of Latia and Greek, he was sent to Cambridge in the 
year 1761, and admitted a pensioner of Trinity College. 
Previously to his departure, his father's old friend Byrom, 
a member of the same college, called to give him his 
blessing. They never met again. 

Accustomed both at home and at school to religious 
instruction, Mr. Clowes feelingly lamented the want in 
the University of suitable means for keeping alive the 
wholesome impressions thus made ; which were in great 
danger of being effaced by the engrossing pursuit of aca- 
demical studies and distinction. He always kept up his 
habits of temperance and regularity, as essential to his 
advancement in the world, which at that time obtained 
a greater hold on his affections than at any other part of 

B 2 



4 LIFE OP THE EEV. JOHN CLOWES. 

his life. He made a rule never to drink more than two 
glasses of wine in the day, and was always punctual in 
the attendances enjoined by the college. 

His most intimate college friend was Mr. Graham, 
afterwards a Judge in the Court of Exchequer, and both 
being distinguished for length and suppleness of limb, 
they became noted for their feats of activity. Many 
years afterwards, Mr. Clowes, on revisiting Cambridge, 
pointed out an extraordinary leap of his in the great court 
of Trinity College. 

John Law, Bishop of Elphin, and Allott, Dean of 
Raphoe, then undergraduates of the same standing, were 
also amongst his friends. After Mr. Clowes had become 
noted among his clerical brethren for his sentiments on 
the subject of the Trinity, he renewed his intercourse 
with Law, then a bishop and suspected of scepticism. The 
bishop said to him, * Clowes, I would give all I possess to 
believe in the divinity of Christ, as you do.' 

Always a steady character, Mr. Clowes, when grown 
old, amused his friends by the description he gave of his 
college life. * I was a gay young man,' he said, ^ and 
thought there would be no heaven for me without skating 
and running.' Neither these amusements, nor the charms 
of society, nor even the struggle for University honours, 
ever extinguished religious feeling, or made his ear deaf 
to the voice of that inward monitor whose guidance it 
was the glory of his life to acknowledge. There were 
moments, he said, when he was made sensible that the 
love of science prevailed in his mind over the love of 
fame, and that the delights of friendship were far sweeter 
than the credit of great connections. At these moments 
he had the sense to reflect that both the affection for 
science and the genuine delights of friendship are imparted 
from above ; and one day in particular he was so power- 
fully struck with this sentiment, that he was compelled tg 
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fall down on his knees before the Father of Mercies in 
devout adoration of His divine bounty ; first, in having 
communicated to His children the love of knowledge, and 
in opening to their view that new world of wonders which 
knowledge discovers; and, secondly, in having inspired 
the delights of disinterested friendship, which appeared to 
him at that time the. purest and highest joys which the 
human mind is capable of tasting. He could never forget 
the impression made on this occasion, when he was 
acknowledging with gratitude the effects of the love 
of knowledge, and contemplating that new world of 
scientific wonders which seemed to him so glorious and 
enchanting. * Thou doest well,' said an internal dictate, 
* to wonder and adore ; but wait patiently, and thou shalt 
see greater things than these.'* What these greater things 
were was not made known to him till he began, several 
years afterwards, to apply his mind more earnestly to the 
contemplation and pursuit of religious knowledge ; at 
which time the dictate was brought forcibly to his recol- 
lection. 

While Clowes was an undergraduate at Cambridge, 
the University was visited by the Earl of Sandwich, a 
member of the Government, who was invited to dine with 
the Master and Fellows in the hall of Trinity College. 
To render due honour to a nobleman who stood high in 
the King's favour, the undergraduates were required, by 
notification in hall the previous day, to be present at the 
dinner, without exception. After leaving hall, Graham, 
Clowes, and one or two others, met and discussed the 
notification just given, and were unanimous in reprobat- 
ing the insult put upon the college by inviting a man of 
notorious immorality. They at once wrote anonymous 
notes to the undergraduates : ^ Do not appear in hall 
to-morrow, if you regard your own character,' ' As you are 
a man of spirit, absent yourself from hall to-morrow,' 
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Before morning one of these notes was thrust under the 
door or into the letter-box of every undergraduate in the 
college. So completely did the sentiment accord with 
the prevailing opinion, that at the dinner hour not a 
single undergraduate was sesen in hall. An act of in- 
subordination so marked could not but rouse the indig- 
nation of the authorities. Threats of expulsion flew in 
all directions ; intimidation was practised on the weaker 
minds ; Watson, then tutor, afterwards Bishop of Llan- 
daff, was outrageous: all in vain. At last a summons 
came to Clowes and Graham, requiring their attendance 
on the tutor. Now, thought they, we are discovered. 
But instead of expelling them, as they expected, the 
tutor told them he had sent for the two most orderly men 
in the college, to compose the difference between the 
undergraduates and the Master and Fellows. Some 
apology must be made, and he requested them to prepare 
what was proper. A formal submission for the mutineers 
was then patched up, and the Master and Fellows, rather 
than prolong a dispute not likely to yield them either 
victory or credit, were therewith content. Years after- 
wards, when the Bishop resided at Calgarth Park, on the 
banks of Windermere, Mr. Clowes, then advanced in 
years, paid him a visit, and was reminded of the occur- 
rence. ^ Did you ever hear,' said Mr. Clowes, ^ who 
were the authors of the plot ? ' * No,' said the Bishop, 
* I never could find them out.' * Then,' rejoined Mr. 
Clowes, * I will tell you. They were Sir Robert Graham 
and myself.' * Who,' said the Bishop, ^ were the very 
last men 1 should have suspected.' 

Having kept the stated number of terms, Mr. Clowes 
, took his degree of Bachelor of Arts in January 1766, 
being eighth wrangler on the tripos of that year : a proof 
of his mathematical attainments, while his classical scholar- 
ship was recognised by his subsequent election to a fellow- 
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ship of Trlnitj College. From this period he commenced 
a new career, as private tutor or ^ coach ' to undergrad- 
uates, and determined to devote himself to the labours of 
hi^ fresh occupation. He had also advantageous and 
flattering offers from another college, which appeared to 
open a way to the highest dignities in the University and 
the Church. * But how fallacious,' he observes, * are all 
human prospects, and in many cases, how contrary to 
Divine purposes. The providence of the Almighty had 
other designs in view, and the time had now arrived when 
those designs were to be developed and accomplished. 
Little, however, did I conceive, or perhaps at that period 
was capable of conceiving in what manner my own will 
was to be bent in conformity to the Divine will, and what 
a process of bitter suffering was necessary for this end. 
I thought indeed, that I was then serving God accept- 
ably, and comparing myself with others, I fancied that I 
stood rather high in the scale of the Divine favour. But 
I was soon to be convinced of the error of my own calcu- 
lations, by the views which were to be opened in my 
mind, both of the imperfection, or rather defilement, of 
my chief motives of conduct, and also of the purity of the 
law of life which is to lead man to the regions of bliss.' 

He had passed about three years as a tutor, gaining 
during that time two prizes for Latin essays, offered by 
the members of Parliament for the University, when he 
was seized with an illness so alarming as to stop ^the 
career of his worldly purposes, overturn all his projects of 
human greatness, lay him low in the dust of contrition 
and self-abasement, and thus prepare his mind to receive 
those lessons of heavenly wisdom and life, which the 
Almighty is ever desirous to impart to all His creatures, 
but which He cannot impart safely and to advantage, until 
His creatures are taught the want of them by a feeling 
sense of their own natural blindness and corruption.' 
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Prostrate In mind and body, he asked himself what 
he had gained bj his pursuit of science and distinction ? 
The ruin of health and capacity for this world's enjoy- 
ments ; and what capacity for future bliss ? In this state 
of distress, he was one evening invited to a supper party, 
and arriving at his friend's room before the rest of the 
company, he took up a book, and glancing over its pages, 
his eye was attracted by the word Eternity. ^ It is im- 
possible,' he says, * to describe, or for anyone else to con- 
ceive, the effect produced by this single word. In a 
moment it called all his former sins to remembrance, 
passed sentence upon them, rent the veil of separation 
between him and the eternal world, and seemed to place 
him in the immediate presence, and under the scrutin- 
izing inspection of the Father of the universe.' He had 
often read that word before, without being moved by it ; 
but, he continues, * it was the Divine power and Spirit of 
the Most High, which operated at that time in and by 
that word.' And he recorded the circumstance ^as a 
convincing proof, amongst many others, that man is the 
continual subject of such Divine operation, and that 
though by his thoughtlessness and impenitence he may 
frustrate its blessed purposes and be hardened against 
its salutary reproofs ; yet, whensoever his heart is in a 
due state of preparation, he is then made sensible that he 
is not left alone, but that all the host of heaven, under 
the influence and direction of their God, are His minister- 
ing spirits, to convince him of his sins, to soften and 
subdue his obduracy, to excite repentance, and thus to 
open the gates of everlasting life and salvation.' 

Too much affected to remain in company, he made an 
excuse for leaving it early, and passed the night in a state 
of great mental agitation, ^ between the dread of eternal 
death, and the bright prospect presented of endless bliss. 
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through repentance and sincere conversion to the Father 
of Mercies.' 

Gradually his mind was settled and established in * a 
ftdl conviction of the comparative vanity of all earthly 
gain and glory, and at the same time of the substantial 
reality of those invisible and eternal goods announced ill 
the Gospel. He was struck with astonishment at the re- 
flection that this conviction had not met him sooner, and 
that he had so long acted under the delusion of contrary 
persuasions. Yet he felt thankful to the Almighty, that 
though called to work in His vineyard at so late an hour, 
it was not yet too late to work effectually,' 
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CHAPTER 11. 

ENTRANCE ON THE MINISTRY, AND FIRST ACQUAINT- 
ANCE WITH SWEDENBORG'S WRITINGS. 

1769—1780. 

From this period the life of the ambitious student was 
laid dowD, and that of the religious disciple taken up. 
He determined to dedicate the remainder of his life, which 
he then expected would be but short, to the more imme- 
diate service of his Maker, in following the sacred pro- 
fession for which he had been ordained more than two 
years before by Dr. Terrick, Bishop of London. 

The incumbency of the new parish church of St. John 
in Manchester, had been offered to Clowes by its founder, 
Mr. Edward Byrom, and declined, as quite unequal to his 
expectations. Contrary to all probability, on the com- 
pletion of the church, about a year after the first offer 
had been rejected, the living was again tendered to his 
acceptance. * It was tendered, too,' says the autobio- 
graphy, * at a time when affliction had broken my heart, 
and laid me low in the dust of humiliation and repentance 
before my God ; and when the kingdom of sin and folly 
having been thus weakened, I saw things with new eyes, 
and made my calculations accordingly. I was now, there- 
fore, led to accept what I had before in haughtiness refused, 
and to accept it with thankfulness, as a boon of Providence 
intended for the improvement and security of my eternal 
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good. How unsearchable are the counsels of the Almighty, 
and His ways past finding out I ' 

At the ceremony of induction to the living, as soon as 
the new rector had locked the church-door on the inside, 
instead of proceeding immediately to toll himself in, he 
walked to the altar, there threw himself on his knees, and 
fervently implored the Divine aid to render his future 
labours blest to the flock committed to his charge. Having 
risen from his knees, he completed the remainder of the 
ceremony ; and, upon unlocking the door, was congratu- 
lated by his friends in waiting on the length of time he 
was to be their pastor. Inquiring what they meant, he was 
informed that he had tolled the bell fifty times, which was 
a sign that he was to hold the living fifty years. ^ Ha ! ' 
said he, * fifty weeks will be more likely, with my present 
health 1 ' His anticipation was wonderfully falsified, and 
their test proved unequal to the truth. He remained 
rector of St. John's for nearly sixty-two years. His 
fitness, or unfitness, in his own estimation, for the situa- 
tion he was thus called to occupy, may be best stated in 
the words of his autobiography : — 

* Perhaps no Christian minister ever entered upon the 
sacred duties of his calling under circumstances more 
singular, and, in some respects, more apparently un- 
propitious, than the author, when he took leave of the 
University, and commenced his ministerial labours at his 
church in Manchester. His theological researches had 
been very limited, and his religious views were accord- 
ingly very imperfect. He had, indeed, read the Thirty- 
nine Articles, which form the code of doctrine peculiar 
to the Established Church, and he had perused some of 
the more distinguished authors who endeavour to explain 
imd confirm that code of doctrine. But this was all : he 
had no clear and distinct views of the eternal truth in his 
own mindj and his ideas on the subject were rather those 
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of others than his own. He believed, indeed, in the Sacred 
Scriptures ; at least he fancied he believed in them, be- 
cause, from childhood, he had been taught to acknowledge 
their divine authority, as inspired of God ; but he dis- 
cerned nothing of their own internal evidence, and still 
less of that deep and instructive wisdom which he after- 
wards discovered to be concealed as a hidden treasure in 
the sacred volume. Thus, in beginning to teach others, 
he soon found that he wanted a teacher himself; and he 
has since been exceedingly shocked to think that be 
should ever have had the presumption under such dis- 
qualifications to ascend the pulpit.' 

Conscious of his want of knowledge as a doctrinal 
expositor, but deeply impressed with *the tremendous 
effects of sin ' on the one hand, and * the peaceable fruits 
of righteousness ' on the other, his discourses from the 
pulpit were addressed to ^ the wills and affections of his 
congregation' rather than to their intellectual powers; 
* because he felt more anxious to convert them to God, and 
make them sensible of His love, than to build them up in 
any particular form of speculative doctrine and opinion. 
If his congregation, then, were not enlightened by his 
preaching with the bright light of the eternal truth, they 
were at least warned against sin, and encouraged to depart 
out of the land of spiritual Egypt and the house of bond- 
age, to seek an asylum of peace, of innocence, and of 
protection in the heavenly Canaan of the love of God and 
the kingdom of his righteousness.' 

His first sermon was preached, August 20, 1769, 
on the text, St. John x. 14, / know my sheep^ and am 
known of mine, and commenced thus : — 

* May the humble, inexperienced disciple without 
offence make use of his Divine Master's words ? If so, 
how can I better open my sacred commission, so freely 
and generously, and without any asking of mine, com- 
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mitted to my charge, than by the affecting topics which 
this important Scripture plainly recommends to our con- 
sideration ? We are here assembled before God in the 
church of whose dedication you have been so lately 
witnesses: a church magnificently built and properly 
adorned with a decency and propriety every way suited 
to the majesty of Him who hath graciously promised to 
dwell therein. We cannot but take pleasure in behold- 
ing a congregation of Christian people met together — 
many of whom have long been in some measure destitute 
of the great privileges of Christian communion, and too 
sadly deprived of the many advantages of assembling 
themselves together, to render thanks for the great bene- 
fits they have received at God's hand, &c.' 

He then assures his flock of his earnest desire to do 
hb duty diligently, and exhorts them to do theirs. ^ You 
are to consider that the good fruits and success of my 
attendance here will depend upon yourselves ; and that I 
must be indebted to you for the most important advantages 
which I can expect from it. Your minister cannot hope 
to acquaint himself with you, unless you are equally dis- 
posed to know him, and embrace every opportunity of 
meeting him in this house.' 

In the afternoon he preached again on the same text, 
and gave a remarkable earnest of the faithfulness which 
thus, from the very beginning, characterised his ministry. 
* Remember,' he said, ^ that it is the business of a minister 
(and a noble one it is. if God should bless him with success) 
to teach you the knowledge of yourselves, to lay open to 
your view the corruptions of your own hearts, and those 
iniquities of life which are possibly concealed even from 
yourselves. The more a minister does this with the 
modesty and meekness of the Gospel, the more he merits 
your esteem, the greater proof he gives of his sincerity in 
the service of his Master and of his real friendship and 
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love for you. Remember, too, that those instructions 
may be sometimes the most unpopular, and give the least 
pleasure to the hearers, which, however, are the most 
useful and the most profitable for their instruction. St. 
Paul, it should appear, had made himself unpopular 
among the Christians at Galatia because he had given 
them a faithful representation of the Gospel. " Am I, 
therefore," says he, " become your enemy because I tell 
you the truth ? " ' 

He then speaks of the duty of the minister to practise 
what he preaches, and to instruct and influence his flock 
by a holy life and conversation. * This is the character 
by which above all your minister wishes to be known unto 
you, and that you may be known unto him. Without 
this, though your minister preach with the tongues of men 
and of angels, he is become but as sounding brass or a 
tinkling cymbal — without this, too, though ye attend 
constantly the instructions of the Gospel, though your 
whole time should be spent in one continued revolution 
of repeated prayers and preaching, ye are nothing. If 
you do not aj)ply the doctrines you hear to the purposes 
of true holiness and a good life — if your practice is not 
improved by your knowledge, and your works do not 
keep pace with your faith — if, in fine, ye do not grow 
better Christians, better citizens, better parents and 
children by your attendance on the public worship in 
this place, ye make the word of God of none effect — it 
profiteth you nothing.' 

Such was the practical nature of the young rector's 
preaching. ^ But,' says the autobiography, ^ the time was 
fast approaching when the author's understanding was 
to be better informed.' He was one morning arranging 
the books in his father's library when his eye caught the 
title of a book. Law's ' Christian Perfection.' * So great 

* William Law, born 1686, died 1761, was the chief of English mystics. 
His 'Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life' first set Dr. Samuel Johnson 
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was his desire to read this book, that he found the diffi- 
culty of reading, which had troubled him for a whole 
year, had passed away, and in a few days he had read 
every page of the * Christian Perfection.' He was deeply 
impressed with the piety and enlightened views of the 
writer, and particularly with his insisting on the necessity 
of a purification of heart as a necessary preparation for 
the reception of Divine blessings. * Hitherto he had re- 
garded Christianity not so much as a life, but as a Imo ; 
not so much as tending to communicate to man Divine 
power from above for his inward purification and regene- 
ration, but only as supplying him with a new creed, and 
bringing him acquainted with new precepts. But he was 
now enlightened to see clearly that the grand design of 
the Gospel is to make man a new. creature, by supplying 
him with a renovating spirit from above ; by opening a 
continual intercourse of communication between him and 
heaven ; by teaching him the necessity of the great duties 
of repentance and self-denial, in order to become a subject 
of that intercourse ; and, finally, by making him a child 
of God, through a gradual process of regeneration, or a 
new birth of the divine spirit and life of the Most High.' 
The writings of Law led to the perusal of other mys- 
tical authors, including Fenelon, Madame Guion, Peter 
Poiret, John Engelbrecht, Hiel, Thomas k Kempis, Jacob 
Behmen, Rusbrochius, Taulerus, Dr. Henry More, 
Bishop Patrick, Bishop Hall, Dr. Cudworth, Peter 
Sterry, Norris Smith, Bromley, Jane Lead, and others. 
In all these writers he found much to admire and love, 
especially in their insisting on humility, self-renunciation, 
and holiness of life ; and he always considered that their 

* thinking in earnest of religion.* Amongst his other works were * The 
Spirit of Prayer,' ' The Spirit of Love,' and • The Way to Divine Know- 
ledge.' Perhaps the most readable is * A Collection of Letters on the' Most 
Interesting and Important Subjects.' See Mr. Christopher Walton's • Notes 
and Materials for an Adequate Biography of WiUiam Law.' 1864. 
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writings had, at least in his own case, served, like the 
preaching of John the Baptist, to prepare the way for a 
clearer unfolding of Divine Truth. Enlightened after- 
wards by that clearer truth, he saw the errors of the 
mystics^ and especially in their view of the Trinity as 
consisting of fire, light, and spirit, apart from the Divine 
manhood of Jesus Christ, in whom alone the Trinity of 
love, wisdom, and power exists. He also rejected Law's 
preference for a contemplative and single life over an 
active and married one, and considered his ideas of 
Christian duties gave religion * a frightful and forbidding 
aspect, and rendered her wisdom impracticable by the 
generality of Christians.' Mr. Clowes used afterwards 
to say that the mystic writers had been useful to him in 
exciting holy aspirations, but * they never told him what 
to do with his hands andfeeV 

In the spring of 1773, Mr. Clowes was introduced to 
a gentleman at Liverpool, who, possessed of an ample 
fortune and leisure, devoted much of his time to the study 
of theology. He had an extensive library, and read much ; 
but, says Mr. Clowes, ^his theology was not that dry 
and barren science of mere speculation, which reaches no 
further than the intellect: it was the theology of the 
heart, deeply affected with the things of God, thoroughly 
sensible of its own wants and weaknesses, and studious 
only to gain the victory over sin, that it might be re- 
stored to the order of heaven, and regain a lively con- 
junction with its God.' Mr. Houghton had for a few 
years past been * an affectionate reader of the theological 
writings of Swedenborg, in the original Latin, having 
been introduced to the kijowledge of them by the trans- 
lation of the " Treatise on Influx," which he first met with 
at Bath. He was also in the habit of corresponding with 
the Rev. T. Hartley, Rector of Winwick, in Northamp- 
tonshire, the venerable translator of the treatise.' 
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The Rev. John Wesley, when he visited Liverpool, 
frequently stayed with Mr. Houghton, who related to 
Mr. Clowes that when Wesley was with him shortly after 
the death of Swedenborg, he declared in the most solemn 
manner, that we might burn all the old books of theology, 
for God had sent a teacher from heaven, and in the 
writings of Swedenborg we might learn all that is neces- 
sary for us to know.* 

Mr. Clowes was so much impressed with Mr. Hough- 
ton's piety and earnestness that he readily accepted his 
recommendation to read Swedenborg's ^ Vera Christiana 
Religio.' The book was ordered from London, but on 
its arrival, about ten days afterwards, all inclination to 
read it was gone. It proved to be a large work, treating 
principally of points of doctrine, requiring a patient exer- 
cise of the powers of intellect to comprehend them. * I 
am satisfied,' said he, ^ with my present spiritual attain- 
ments, and with the heaven of innocence, purity, and 
peace with God to which they have introduced me: 
what need have I then to trouble or concern myself 
about speculative investigations, which cannot add either 
to my sanctity or bliss ? ' 

The * Vera Christiana Religio,' therefore, lay on the 
shelf all the summer, neglected and almost forgotten. 
How it came to be read shall be related in the words of 
the Autobiography. 

* In the month of October, immediately succeeding 
the spring when the " True Christian Religion " was re- 
commended to him by his friend at Liverpool, the author 
went, according to annual custom, to visit an old college 
pupil of his, the Right Honourable John Smyth, of 
Heath, in the county of York. On the evening before 
he set out he opened the long-neglected volume, not with 

' Letter from Clowes to Noble, January 19, 1826. 

C 
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a view to read it, but merely to get a better idea of the 
general nature of its contents^ when, in turning over the 
pages, he happened to cast his eye upon the term 
Divinum Humanum. The term appeared new and 
strange, but still it did not affect his mind in a manner 
to produce any lasting impression, and accordingly on 
shutting up the book it seemed to be forgotten and gone. 
Probably, too, it would never again have been recalled to 
his remembrance, had it not been for the following 
memorable circumstance : 

* On awaking early one morning, not many days after 
his arrival at his friend's house, his mind was suddenly 
and powerfully drawn into a state of inward recollection, 
attended with an inexpressible calm and composure, into 
which was instilled a tranquillity of peace and heavenly 
joy, such as he had never before experienced. Whilst 
he lay musing on this strange, and to him most delightful 
harmony in the interiors of his mind, instantly there was 
made manifest, in the same recesses of his spirit, what he 
can call by no other name than a divine glory ^ surpassing 
all description, and exciting the most profound adoration. 
But what seemed to him the most singular circumstance 
on this occasion was, that he was strongly impressed at 
the time by a kind of internal dictate that the glory was in 
close connection with the Divinum Humanum^ or Divine 
Humanity, and proceeded from it as from its proper 
divine source. 

* The glory continued during a full hour, allowing the 
author suflScient time both to view and analyse it. Some- 
times he closed his bodily eyes, and then opened them 
again, but the glory remained the same. It is well, how- 
ever, to be understood, that there was no appearance 
presented of any visible form, but only a strong per- 
suasion that the glory proceeded from a visible form, and 
that this form was no other than the Divine Humanity of 
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Jesus Christ. When the glory disappeared, as it did by 
degrees, the author quitted his bed, but the recollection 
of what had happened attended him during the whole of 
the day, whether he was in company or alone ; and what 
is still more remarkable, the next morning, on his first 
awaking, the glory was again manifested, but, if possible, 
with increased splendour. Now, too, a singular effect 
was pfoduced by it on the author's mind, convincing him 
of the spiritual and providential origin of what he had 
seen, by the important end to which it pointed, and was 
designed to conduct him. The effect was no other than 
the excitement of a strong and almost irresistible desire 
to return home immediately, in order to enter upon a 
serious and attentive perusal of the neglected volume^ 
which he had left behind him. And such was the power- 
ful impulse of this desire, that although he had intended 
to remain with his friend a week or a fortnight longer, 
yet he made some excuse for quitting his house the next 
day, and hastened back to Manchester rather with the 
impetuosity of a lover, than with the sedateness of a man, 
who had no object of pursuit but to consult the pages of 
an unknown, and heretofore slighted book. 

* The first object which fixed his attention, on alight- 
ing at his father's house (for his father was then living), 
was the long-neglected, but now much-requested volume, 
which he pressed to his bosom with an ardour of piety 
not to be accounted for, but from the recollection of the 
glory which he had seen, and especially the change 
wrought by it in the state of his affections.' He dedi- 
cated every morning to the attentive study of the won- 
derful book, and could find no words to express the effect 
wrought in his mind by its perusal. It opened his under- 
standing ^ to the contemplation of the most sublime 
mysteries of wisdom, convincing it of the being of a God, 
of the existence of an eternal world, of the interior 

c 2 
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ganctities of the Holy Scriptures, of the true nature of 
creation^ redemption and regeneration, in a manner and 
degree, and with a force of satisfactory evidence, in which 
those interesting subjects had never been viewed before.' 

By this time the reader wiU probably have concluded 
that Mr. Clowes was a man of very lively imagination. 
And so he was ; but if his imagination ever misled him, 
it was in takinor too favourable a view of men and actions. 
He sometimes fancied he saw a progress of true religion 
beyond what the facts would strictly warrant, and his 
charitable and hopeful disposition led him sometimes to 
^ve his confidence to persons who did not always deserve 
it. Of himself he was a scrupulously severe judge ; and 
no one who knew him would hesitate to affirm, that if 
ever humble human being was incapable of stating as a 
fact within his own knowledge that which was not so, 
John Clowes was that man. 

Well, then, he was dreaming, and unable to distin- 
guish betwixt the instant of sleep and waking. This is 
only shifting the difficulty, without removing it; the 
question remains — what caused the representation in 
the dream, if dream it were ? * From the time of his 
leaving home to the second morning when the glory 
appeared, he had never once thought about the neglected 
book. But now on a sudden, without any apparent 
reason, or motive, the book is forced on his attention, g^nd 
forced in a manner which rendered it even more interest- 
ing than any other book.' What had been before a 
matter of indifference is now, in an instant, and without 
any previous consideration, rendered an object of moment 
exceeding every other. If the glorious appearance can 
be accounted for as imaginary, how does that explain 
the changed state of the affections? Could fancy do 
that ? The Autobiography thus argues, ^ The affections, 
it is possible, may operate to excite what is both fanciful 
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and imaginary, but the converse of the proposition accords 
with neither sound reason nor common experience, es- 
pecially where the affections excited are supposed to be 
spiritual, heavenly, and conducive to eternal life. As 
well might it be asserted that fancy or imagination can 
change the will of man from evil to good, so as to render 
him suddenly a lover of God and of his neighbour, when 
he had before been only a lover of himself and the world, 
as that it can change instantaneously the affection of a 
man so as to infuse into him suddenly an ardent desire to 
peruse a book, which he had before regarded with the 
utmost indifference. Until the author, then, can be con- 
vinced that there is a fallacy in this reasoning, which 
renders it unsafe to be depended on, he will continue to 
believe, as he has done since the memorable period of the 
extraordinary event, that the transcendent glory ^ which 
was here manifested, together with its effect in enkindling 
an ardent desire to peruse " Vera Christiana Religio," were 
the blessed results, not of fancy or imagination, but rather 
of the divine presence and operation of the Lord God, 
the Saviour Jesus Christ, in His Divine Humanity, in- 
clining and preparing him to read diligently, and receive 
affectionately, the heavenly doctrines of the New Jeru- 
salem, and thus to bear his glad testimony to the second 
glorious advent of his God.' 

The perusal of the ^ True Christian Religion,' the 
last of Swedenborg's works, was speedily followed by that 
of his treatise on ^ Heaven and Hell,' the exposition of 
the Books of Genesis and Exodus, entitled ^ Arcana 
Coelestia,' the * Apocalypsis Revelata,' and the treatises 
on the * Divine Love and Wisdom,' ^ Divine Providence,' 
and * Conjugial Love.' These voluminous works, with 
other minor tracts by the same author, were successively 
read, * or rather devoured,' says the autobiographer, ^ and 
as constantly excited wonder, delight, and edification ' 
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A notice of Mr. Clowes, soon after the beginning of 
his ministry, at St. John's, in 1769, occurs in an ac- 
count of one Samuel Dawson,* who, like Clowes, and his 
patron Byrom, was an admirer of William Law and other 
mystical writers, and who, on Clowes's presentation to 
the new church of St. John, became a regular attender of 
his ministry. For several years he describes that ministry 
as entirely in the spirit of the mystics ; but after a while 
he ^ perceived a gradual change taking place in the senti- 
ments of his reverend friend, for which he was unable to 
account, as the discourses wanted neither interest nor 
spirituality.' 

About the same time another mystical friend recom- 
mended him to discontinue attending any place of worship, 
and to seek communion with God by reading the Bible at 
home. On this subject he consulted Mr. Clowes; who 
urged the importance of orderly public worship, and, 
amongst other arguments, observed that even the angels 
in heaven had their constituted times for that purpose. 
Dawson, somewhat startled, asked his reverend friend, 
how he knew that ? lie was answered, ^ that the Lord 
had not entirely ceased to communicate to his servants 
the knowledge of His kingdom and the wonders thereof; 
and this for the purpose of preparing them for a more 
perfect dispensation.' ^ Is it possible, then,' said Dawson, 
* for our Heavenly Father to communicate a more perfect 
knowledge of the Divine economy than that made by His 
Holy Spirit to such men as Law ? ' * I will endeavour to 
explain myself,' said Clowes, ^ by a familiar comparison. 
Suppose a traveller has lost his way in the night-time, 
and finds himself in much embarrassment to pursue his 
journey homeward on account of the darkness with which 
he is surrounded. In the midst of his perplexity the 

* 'Intellectual Repository/ 1823, copied in Robinson's 'Remembrancer 
and Recorder,' pp. 246-8. 
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clouds begin to disperse, and the stars make their appear- 
ance ; and this circumstance gives him some faint hope of 
being enabled finally to reach his home. After some 
time, however, he is cheered by the light of the moon^ 
and he now travels with still more confidence of reaching 
the place of his destination. With alacrity in his steps, 
and home in his eye, he pursues his journey with grati- 
tude and delight. But how are all these pleasing sensa- 
tions enhanced, when he beholds the sun majestically 
rising ; whilst the moon and the stars, by which his hope 
had been cherished, in their turn disappear. Such was 
exactly the case as to what had been vouchsafed of God 
in His mercy, and would shortly be displayed to His 
creatures in the Christian world.' * And may I ask,' 
said Dawson, * who is so highly favoured an instrument 
in the hands of the Lord ? ' He then first heard from 
Clowes the name of Swedenborg. 

The Writings had not then been published in Eng- 
lish : * when they are,' thought Dawson, * I will part with 
the stars and mooUi to be cheered with the light of the 
Mun.^ 
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CHAPTER III. 

PUBLIC ATOWAL OF HIS RELIGIOUS VIEWS, AND 
CITATION BEFORE THE BISHOP. 

Clowes was not a man to confine any good to himself. 
Freely ye have received^ freely give, was an injunction 
that gained early hold of his affections. His discourses 
from the pulpit, as we have seen, became imbued with 
the truths to which his conviction had yielded, and they 
soon drew increased attention to his ministry. The 
pulpit, however, was not suflBcient to satisfy his ardent 
desire to make known the heavenly intelligence he had 
to communicate. He knew that there were many minds 
fainting for want of more substantial nourishment than 
the popular theology could furnish, and they were 
mostly beyond the reach of his voice. To bring the 
Latin writings of Swedenborg within the reach of the 
English public they must be translated. With this view 
he opened a communication with Hartley, and proposed 
that they should jointly translate the * Vera Christiana 
Keligio,' a third translator being afterwards added. 
Clowes, however, who was the first to begin, soon found 
that the English version would be a disjointed affair 
unless some one hand corrected the whole. As he had 
made progress before the others began, it was finally 
arranged that he should undertake the whole work : 
which, in spite of his clerical occupations, he completed 
in two years. On its completion. Hartley wrote an 
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elaborate account of the author and his divine mission^ 
concluding with the following letter to Clowes : — 

*Dear Sir, — I have here given my most serious 
thoughts on the writings and character of the great 
Swedenborg, and if you approve of this performance, so 
far as to think it may be prefixed to your translation with 
any degree of usefulness, I freely offer it to your service. 
. . . It is matter of great satisfaction to find that 
the small part of his works which has already been trans- 
lated in English, has met with more success than might 
be expected in so short a time ; ^ and by the accounts, 
received of the favourable reception of them in foreign 
countries, we have good reason to hope that his highly 
gifted ministry will in due time more fully appear as a 
light shining in a dark world, to check the progress of 
infidelity, to diffuse the right understanding of the Sacred 
Scriptures, and to turn many to the knowledge of the 
Lord. I am sure that you join with me and many more 
in this good wish, and remain — 

^ Dear Sir, 
* Your affectionate and humble servant, 

' T. H.' 

Mr. Clowes saw Hartley but once. They met in 
London ; and, amongst a variety of topics in furtherance 
of what they both had at heart, Clowes proposed to his 
more experienced friend the puzzling question, how far 
he could conscientiously remain a beneficed clergyman of 
an establishment with whose avowed tenets the new 
doctrines were apparently at variance. Hartley warmly 
urged upon him the duty of remaining in the line of 
occupation which Providence had marked for him; show- 
ing clearly that by meekly enduring the cross that would 

* Thefie were the treatises on * Influx,* and on * Heaven and Hell/ 
translated by Hartley and Cookworthy, and published at the expense of 
the latter, in 1778. 
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be put upon his inclinations and opinions in the course of 
his clerical career, his own purification and consequent 
usefulness as a pastor would be more certainly promoted, 
than by the excitement of a self-sought martyrdom, with 
its insidious sense of merit. Happily for mankind Mr. 
Clowes acted on this temperate advice ; and in his turn 
failed not to give it to those who were wise enough to 
consult him. 

To relieve his conscience from the uneasy feelings 
produced by appearing in borrowed plumes, and giving 
forth profound doctrine without acknowledging whence 
it was derived, he boldly mentioned Swedenborg as his 
author. This courageous, though possibly indiscreet 
declaration, soon raised the jealousy of the neighbouring 
clergy ; and the more so as the simple-hearted poor 
began to flock in crowds to his ministry, and private 
applications were made to him for further information 
respecting the New Jerusalem \ which at last he could 
satisfy no otherwise than by throwing open the door of 
his own house, two evenings in every week, and giving 
an extempore lecture on some theological subject ; gene- 
rally suggested by a passage in the Psalms or Gospels. 
Societies began also to be formed in the neighbouring 
towns and villages, for mutual edification in the heavenly 
doctrines, and Mr. Clowes was asked to attend their 
meetings. He says that * what was at first a duty, pre- 
sently became a delight, and some of the happiest hours 
of his life were passed on these occasions. Edification, 
as well as happiness, was the result of those heavenly 
assemblies, consisting of simple and sincere minds, 
anxious at once to know the measure of their duty, and 
to practise it, all looking up to the same Incarnate God ; 
all venerating the revealed Word of that God, by 
acknowledging its internal spiritual meaning ; and thuf 
all possessing both the qualifications and the privileges 
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announced in those words of Jesus Christ, " Where two 
or three are gathered together in my name^ there am 1 
in the midst of them^"* ' 

A zeal for the propagation of what he held to be the 
truth, so far exceeding the practice in vogue at that day 
amongst the orthodox clergy, no less than the novelty of 
his views of the Divine Person and Mediation of the 
Saviour, soon brought upon him serious opposition. 
Three clergymen in particular took up the subject and 
held weekly meetings for the purpose of crushing * the 
growing heresy,' as they called it, in its infancy. Pam- 
phlets were issued, one of which professed to deny the pos- 
sibility of Mr. Clowes, a man of acknowledged piety and 
learning, favouring the sentiments of Swedenborg, which 
were in direct opposition to religion and common sense. 
This pamphlet was at once replied to. The opposition 
soon took a more serious form of persecution, in a direct 
appeal to the bishop of the diocese, the celebrated Dr. 
Porteus, afterwards Bishop of London. 

Mr. Clowes's friends, not having all the same moral 
courage as himself, became anxious ; and one of them, 
his cousin, Colonel Clowes, came to him in alarm to ask 
what the hubbub meant and whether the fires of Smith- 
field were to be rekindled. * Not at all,' replied the rec- 
tor ; * It is only a simple question between me and some 
of my reverend brethren, whether Jesus Christ be the 
only God.' * And does anyone,' said the Colonel, * assert 
that there is another God ?' 

The complaint to the bishop was accompanied by a 
hint that he had neglected his duty in having passed no 
censure on the accused at the preceding Visitation. It 
consisted of four distinct charges : first, that Mr. Clowes 
denied the Trinity ; secondly, that he denied the Atone^ 
ment ; thirdly, that he went about the country endeavour- 
ing to propagate the New Doctrines ; and fourthly, that 
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he held private Meetings in his own house for the same 
purpose. The bishop wrote at once to Mr. Clowes re- 
questing an interview, and the latter immediately repaired 
to the palace at Chester. * I am sorry, sir,' began the 
bishop, * to be under the disagreeable necessity of sending 
for you to appear before me as a judge, when it would 
have afforded me much greater satisfaction to have re- 
ceived you as a friend. But I must be free to tell you 
that you have enemies ; and by this letter it will appear 
they are not likely to prove very placable ones. They 
have urged against you, as you will observe, very heavy 
charges, which, if well supported, may lead to serious 
inconvenience to yourself. I trust, however, you will be 
able to vindicate yourself, and satisfy me in regard to your 
innocence, in which case you will have nothing to fear. 
But it is necessary I should hear your vindication. Will 
you allow me to ask what you have to say for yourself in 
answer to the first charge — a denial of the Trinity ? ' 

* My lord,' replied Mr. Clowes, * I feel much obliged 
to you for the very candid and friendly manner in which 
you have opened this business, and I shall think it my 
duty to answer any questions you may propose which are 
likely to make you acquainted with my sentiments. I 
wish to conceal nothing from you. In regard to the 
sacred doctrine of the Trinity, which I am accused of 
denying, I do not hesitate to say, on the word of a Chris- 
tian, that accusation is altogether groundless. I ever did, 
and I trust I ever shall, maintain that important doctrine, 
in agreement with what the Sacred Scriptures so abun- 
dantly teach on the interesting subject. But whilst I 
am bold to make this declaration, I am free at the same 
time to acknowledge that the usual manner of stating 
that doctrine is by no means in agreement with my ideas. 
The general belief, as your lordship well knows, is, that 
the Father is one person, the Son another, and the 
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Holy Ghost another, each person having a distinct 
office and character ; the Father being called the Crea- 
tor, the Son the Redeemer, and the Holy Ghost the 
Sanctifier. Now it appears to me that such a doctrine 
has a tendency to introduce into the Christian world a 
dangerous tritheism, and to involve the minds of Chris- 
tian worshippers in the most intricate perplexity respect- 
ing the Object of their worship. My idea is that the 
whole Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost is con- 
tained in the one divine and glorious Person of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, who, as to His inmost, hidden 
essence or soul, is Jehovah the Eternal Father ; as to 
His outward existence or body, is the Son of God ; and 
as to His divine operation, is the Holy Spirit. Thus 
there is only one God in the Church, and Jesus Christ is 
that one God, in whom is a Divine Trinity, being Creator 
from eternity, Redeemer in time, and Sanctifier or Re- 
generator to eternity. All Christians therefore, as it 
appears to me, are bound to approach and worship this 
visible, manifested, redeeming, and regenerating God, as 
He hath taught them, and to worship no other God but 
Him. Pardon me, my lord, for being thus free in de- 
livering my sentiments.' 

* I cannot possibly be offended,' rejoined the bishop, 
* at your taking a liberty that I requested you to take ; 
neither can I be offended at the sentiments you express, 
which are in a great degree congenial with my own.* For 
I never could bring myself to imagine the Deity existing 

' Br. Hinchcliffe, Bishop of Peterborough, held a similar opinion. In 
a Visitation Charge he used these words : * Our adversaries say we believe 
three are one and one are three ; but then understand what we mean. 
We maintain One Person or character, the Creator of all things. In the 
character of the Son we maintain the same God as the Kedeemer of man ; 
for God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himeelf, for the Father 
and Son are one. Under the character of the Holy Ghost we maintain 
the Divine Influence.' 
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in a tripersonality according to the common notion of a 
Trinity of Persons in the Divine Unity. Will you pro- 
ceed to the second charge, the denial of the Atonement^ 
and let me know how far it is well founded or not? 
From what I have heard of your sentiments on the Tri- 
nity I begin to suspect that your ideas on this subject 
also have been much misunderstood and misinterpreted.' 

* My lord,' said Mr. Clowes, ^ be assured nothing can 
be more unjust and groundless than the charge. God 
forbid that I should ever deny the atonement made by 
the Great Saviour. Pardon me, however, if I again 
acknowledge in this instance, as in that of the Trinity, 
that my ideas differ essentially from those which occupy 
the minds of Christians in general on this subject. The 
common sentiment is, that the Atonement consists in the 
reconciliation effected between God and man by the shed- 
ding of Christ's blood upon the cross, and that the offended 
justice of God was thus satisfied, and sinful man received 
again into a covenant of mercy. Now to this explana- 
tion of the doctrine of Atonement I must beg leave stre- 
nuously and altogether to object. In the first place, because 
it supposes the merciful God to require such satisfaction ; 
and in the second because it takes no notice of the satis- 
faction which God really did require, and of the recon- 
ciliation between God and man which was accordingly 
eflPected. The reconciliation which God really did re- 
quire was that man should repent of his sins, be converted 
to God, and be saved from destruction. To accomplish 
these purposes, the possibility of repentance, of conver- 
sion, and of consequent salvation was to be provided. 
This possibility was provided by all that Jesus Christ did 
and suffered in the flesh. For by his deeds and sufferings 
he combated and overcame the powers of darkness, and 
removed them from man ; and by the same acts he glori- 
fied his human nature, or made it divine, through eternal 
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union with the Divinity in Himself. Thus he diminished 
the powers of infernal evil, which before withheld man 
from drawing nigh to his God, and at the same time He 
increased and brought near the powers of heavenly good 
in his Divine Humanity, which had now become necessary 
to enable man to combat and overcome his natural cor- 
ruptions, and recover his lost life by conjunction with his 
heavenly Father. Such are my sentiments, my lord, on 
the very interesting subject of the Atonement. If they 
are at variance with your own, I must again request you 
will pardon the freedom with which I have delivered 
them.' 

^ I see no particular objection,' answered the bishop, 

* to the ideas which you have stated, and which come re- 
conunended to my mind by the consideration that they 
were the ideas of an intimate and learned friend of mine, 
for whose opinion and sound judgment I must ever enter- 
tain the highest respect. You will now proceed, if you 
please, to answer the remaining charges, of going about 
the country and of holding private meetings for dissemi- 
nating heretical opinions.' 

* These, my lord, are charges,' replied Mr. Clowes, 

* which appear to take for granted what I trust has never 
yet been proved, that my opinions are heretical. And 
yet, if it be heresy to worship Jesus Christ as the great 
and only God, and to show my love to Him by endea- 
vouring to keep His commandments, I confess myself to 
be a very great heretic. The single question here ap- 
pears to me to be this — Whether it be criminal in a 
minister of the gospel to endeavour to disseminate in 
his parish the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ, and 
with this view to open the doors of his own house to 
admit converts ? I trust, my lord, I shall not be thought 
presumptuous in answering the question in the negative ; 
a ad at the same time in declaring that I conceive it to be 
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the duty of every clergyman, both in his own house and in 
other parts of his parish, to take every opportunity of 
impressing on the souls committed to his care the strong 
conviction he feels in his own mind of the vast impor- 
tance of that religious knowledge and obligation, which 
is to determine whether they are to live for ever happy 
hereafter in the ingdom of God, or for ever miserable in 
the kingdom of darkness. In this view, my lord, I 
think it is to be sincerely lamented that the ecclesiastical 
laws of the kingdom do not allow to the rector of an ex- 
tensive parish that liberty of prayer and preaching which 
the common law of the land allows to every dissenting 
minister, be his designs ever so mischievous and his opi- 
nions ever so erroneous. And whilst I am on the subject 
of ministerial liberty, may I be permitted to notice an 
allegation in the letter to your lordship, where I am re- 
proached with reading and circulating the writings of 
Swedenborg. For this, too, seems to me an infringement 
of the freedom with which a clergyman, in common with 
every other member of society, is vested, both by the 
laws of nature and of Providence, of reading and circu- 
lating any writings calculated in his opinion to instil 
religious and virtuous principles of life and conversation. 
And I trust your lordship will give me credit when I 
most solemnly declare that I conceive this to be the ten- 
dency of the writings in question, and that this consider- 
ation alone has influenced my whole conduct respecting 
them. I am not sure whether your lordship be acquainted 
or not with the important subjects discussed in those 
writings ; but I am well persuaded that if you would only 
take the trouble to read them, you would soon be con- 
vinced that what I say is true, because you would soon 
discover, from the manner in which every subject is 
there discussed, that their grand object is to restore 
the true Christian religion by leading mankind to forsake 
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their sins, to love Jesus Christ and one another, and to 
lead new lives in agreement with that love, and accord- 
ing to the precepts of the GospeL' 

As Mr. Clowes spoke these words he thought he per- 
ceived in the bishop an inclination to close the conversa- 
tion, and therefore begged pardon for having occupied so 
much of his time and patience ; but the bishop declared 
himself perfectly well satisfied with the explanation he 
had received, and added how much he felt himself obliged 
by the open and ingenuous way in which it had been 
given. He then dismissed Mr. Clowes, cautioning him to 
be prudent and circumspect in his conduct, as it was plain 
he had enemies on the watch to find any cause of com- 
plaint; and concluded with the expression of his great 
concern that a business of so delicate and disagreeable 
a nature had brought him before him. 

Mr. Clowes was fortunate in having for his diocesan 
one of the most liberal-minded bishops who ever adorned 
the bench. Dr. Beilby Porteus, as early as the year 
1773, had tried 'to induce the bishops to promote a re- 
view of the Liturgy and Articles, in order to amend in 
both, but particularly the latter, those parts which reason- 
able persons agreed stood in need of amendment (espe- 
cially the 17th Art.) ; to improve true Christian piety 
amongst those of our own communion, and to diminish 
schism and separation by bringing over all the moderate 
of other persuasions.' He was told by the archbii?hop 
that the bench were of opinion that nothing could judi- 
ciously be attempted : an opinion which the lapse of a 
century appears to have done little to shake off the 
bench. 

Finding their accusation had failed, Mr. Clowes's 
accusers surmised that the bishop himself favoured the 
new heresy. However that might be, they gave Mr. 
Clowes no further trouble, and in a few months the three 

D 
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clergymen who had taken the leading part in the per- 
secution were all removed — two by death, the third 
by leaving the neighbourhood. Mr. Clowes says in his 
Autobiography that ^ during the persecution he was made 
sensible of Divine protection, by the tranquillity and 
composure in which his mind was preserved, and he ex- 
perienced a degree of the blessing announced in those 
words of the Eternal Truth : " Blessed are ye when men 
shall revile you, and persecute you, and say all manner of 
evil against you falsely for my sake.^^ ' 

One of the bitterest of the persecutors was the rector's 
own curate, whose hatred of the new doctrines was pro- 
bably increased by a debt of a hundred pounds, which 
Mr. Clowes, amongst many other kindnesses, had lent 
him, on his note of hand. The momentary gratitude for 
such a favour is too often reversed when the loan be- 
comes due. Whether in this case the lender had pressed 
for repayment does not appear; but we are informed that 
soon after the curate had failed in his attempt to bring 
his rector under ecclesiastical censure, the latter sent for 
him, and producing his note of hand informed him that 
he was determined the affair should be settled that day. 
The curate became alarmed, and began to make excuses ; 
but the rector with a determined manner produced the 
note, showed him the signature, and immediately tore it 
in pieces. ^ Now,' said he, as he threw the pieces into 
the fire, ^ our affairs are settled.' 

A man so zealous for the spread of revealed truth, 
and so full of love and hope for children, would naturally 
be amongst the first to support the Sunday-school system, 
which was commenced in Manchester about the year 
1783. Mr. Clowes was the first secretary to the Sunday- 
school Association in Manchester, and drew up the general 
plan of their proceedings. By unanimous request he was 
appointed to preach, we believe, the very first sermon 
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that was preached in Manchester on behalf of Sunday- 
schools. This was on October 9, 1785, from the text, 
* The blessing of him that was ready to perish came upon 
me,'* (Job xxix. 13,)^ After pointing out the infinitely 
greater urgency of spiritual over bodily need, and the 
importance of Sunday-schools in supplying the means of 
sustenance for the multitudes ^ ready to perish ' everlast- 
ingly, the preacher concludes as follows : — 

* A time is expressly foretold in the Sacred Records 
of the Counsels of God — and by computation of all good 
and wise men it is not far off — when a blessed intercourse 
of heavenly communication in the way of righteousness 
and peace will be opened afresh between God and his 
people — when the New Jerusalem will descend from 
God out of heaven — when the Tabernacle of God will be 
with men, and the earth shall be filled with the know- 
ledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. Very 
excellent things are spoken in the Holy Oracles concern- 
ing this time, enough to excite in every devout heart the 
most earnest longings after it, and to bring a solemn awe 
upon every Christian mind under the joyful expectation 
of it. I do not mean here to ascertain precisely how 
nearer how far off this blessed period may be; I only 
wish to suggest this consideration — May not an institu- 
tion, such as that we are now met to support, so provi- 
dential in its rise, and so beneficial in its consequences, 
be considered as a happy prelude from heaven to such a 
time? May not the Almighty hereby be preparing a 
way for His coming, by making ready a people for His 
reception, by checking in our youth that spirit of pro- 
fligacy and profaneness which was about to deluge the 
earth as a flood, and by introducing in its place a spirit 
of holiness, wisdom, and the fear of God, which shaU en- 

' The original sermon is in the possossion of Mr. Boyle, and has never 
been printed. 

D 2 
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able them to acknowledge and receive the blessings of 
Hefaven? &c.' 

Mr. Clowes's zeal for Sunday-schools did not, however, 
spend itself in preaching charity sermons. He was him- 
self a diligent Sunday-school teacher, and his teachings 
have happily been preserved for the instruction of suc- 
ceeding generations. He writes in one of his letters : — 

^ In regard to my mode of instructing children, it is 
very simple, in the way of question and answer, this ap- 
pearing to me to be the best mode for fixing the atten- 
tion, and exciting the spirit of enquiry after truth. I 
begin about the end of October with the Church Cate- 
chism, every Sunday evening : and when the Catechism 
is finished, proceed to our Lord's Parailes, concluding 
the course of lectures about the end of April, so that in 
the space of about six months the children may learn 
every Christian doctrine necessary to salvation.' 

The substance of this Sunday evening instruction was 
afterwards embodied in the tracts on the Church Cate^ 
chisniy and on the Parables, ^ The former is thus dedicated 
* to the children of the Sunday Schools in the district of 
St. John's ' : — 

^ Dear Children : — I here present you with an 
Explanation of the Church Catechism, which you have so 
often heard me repeat to you at the Sunday Evening 
Lecture in the Church. It will be my most devout 
prayer to the Father of Mercies, that He will be pleased 
to bless it to your instruction and edification ; and I have 
no doubt of His so Wessing it, provided that you also 
join your sincere prayers to mine for this happy purpose.' 

^ See * Explanation of the Church Catechism,* &c., and * The Prrables/ 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE SPREAD OF THE NEW DOCTRINES. 

Amongst the Societies fostered by Mr, Clowes were 
found individuals gifted with an activity of the spiritual 
organs of sense, something similar to his own, * There is 
a natural body, and there is a spiritual hody^ as the 
Apostle tells us. I have myself conversed with one of 
these individuals, an old man, whose singleness of heart 
and quiet matter-of-fact narrative left no doubt in my 
own mind of the truth of what he said he had witnessed. 
Another, a young girl, who went daily to work in Man- 
chester, is stated to have frequently seen in her early 
morning walk a company of angels, apparently in the 
direction of St. John's Church, which was visible from 
her parents' dwelling. She said that on her return from 
work one afternoon in the early part of the year, she was 
overtaken by a female dressed in white, who enquired 
what progress the New Doctrines were making in Man- 
chester. The girl answered that they were much opposed 
by Mr. C. the curate. Her companion replied, ^ His 
opposition will cease when the apple-blossom comes,' and 
to the girl's amazement immediately disappeared. The 
curate was apparently in good health, but towards the 
end of May was unexpectedly taken ill and in a few days 
died ; having just time to send for Mr. Clowes, upon 
whom he cast an imploring look, exclaiming, ^ Ah I Mr. 
Clowes I ' — but he could do no more. 
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The girl never mentioned her experiences to anyone 
but her mother, who alone, she said, was at liberty to say 
anything about them. When Mr. Duche, the well-known 
and estimable chaplain of the Orphan Asylum, was at 
Manchester, and preached at St. John's Church, he was 
very desirous of investigating the matter, and went to 
the girl's home with the view of sifting her, but she could 
not speak, though she told her mother afterwards she 
had wished to do so. Some ladies also visited her on the 
same errand, but the moment the subject was broached, 
she burst into tears, and left the room.^ 

There was also a gentleman of landed property in 
Cheshire, who distinctly heard in the night a voice saying 
three times, ^ Go to Mr. Clowes.' He paid no attention 
to it, probably thinking it some strange illusion, till it 
was repeated in exactly the same way on a subsequent 
night. He then thought it time to enquire into the 
matter, and went to Mr. Clowes ; who told him he did 
not know what part he had to perform, unless it was to 
communicate the glad tidings of the heavenly doctrines 
of the New Jerusalem. On becoming acquainted with 
them, the gentleman received them thankfully, and so 
did his sisters. 

The same intimation having taken place in precisely 
the same manner and with a similar result in another 
instance, Mr, Clowes was convinced that the spiritual 
world was at that time particularly urgent in pressing the 
knowledge of the New Dispensation, Such occurrences 

* This incident is recorded in a MS. book of Mr. Clowes's, kindly lent 
me by Mr. Boyle. Mr. Duch6 was an intelligent receiver of the testimony 
of Swedenborg. He published in 1771 his Letters of * Tamor Caspipina.* 
In 1779 he issued in London two volumes of eloquent Sermons, to which is 
prefixed a list of subscribers, including the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
an astonishing number of bishops, deans, nobility, and gentry of the day. 
His daughter married the Kev. W. Hill, the author of ' Devout Prayers,' &c. 
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gradually ceased^ as the understandings of men became 
opened to a rational perception of the Truth, when the 
necessity for more external manifestations no longer 
exists. 

Mr. Clowes had now begun his great work of trans- 
lating the ^ Arcana Coelestia,' the Latin original of which 
fills eight thick quarto volumes. The undertaking 
seemed so vast and likely to occupy so much time, that 
he began seriously to consider whether in order to devote 
himself to it, he should not resign his cure of souls ; the 
additional labour of composing sermons being, he feared, 
more than he could bear. Whilst pondering this subject 
one morning he was made sensible of the presence of an 
angelic society, from whom there seemed to be an internal 
communication, ^ Do not do it : we will help you.' From 
that time, he declared, his sermons gave him no trouble. 
The discourse for the Sunday was often not begun on the 
Friday : he would awake in the night : a text would be 
suggested ; he would fall asleep again, come down in the 
morning, commit the text to paper, and then the matter 
would flow as fast as the pen could move. 

I remember expressing to him my admiration of his 
two printed discourses on the text, So teach us to number 
our days that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. * Ah ! ' 
said he, * they published those sef mons in my name, but 
they were no more mine than yours.' He then gave me 
the foregoing particulars, which did not surprise me, 
recollecting the influence I had experienced in reading 
the sermons. 

But if such is the eff^ect upon a mere reader, that of 
the actual delivery of his discourses from the pulpit may 
be imagined by those who know what power is added by 
the impressive preaching of a man who feels every word 
he utters, and who is gifted with a full, sweet and 
musical voice. Mr. Clowes generally began in a tone so 
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subdued as to be almost a whisper ; yet his utterance was 
so distinct and so pathetic, and his hearers were so atten- 
tive, that not a word was lost. He was even more im- 
pressive at his domestic meeting, where, it is said, if a 
reporter could have been placed out of sight, to have 
taken down what then fell from his lips spontaneously, 
the matter would be found to have surpassed any of his 
choicest written sermons. 

At those meetings, the company were wont to sit in 
his parlour, where benches were closely placed for their 
accommodation. Before seven o'clock the room was full : 
as the hour struck his footsteps were heard, as he entered 
the room, apparently abstracted, walked with a solemn 
air to his seat at the further end of the room, and, after a 
short pause, opened his subject, expatiating on it spiritually 
without interruption, yet deliberately, for a full hour. 
At the end of that time he went to the door of the room ; 
the company rose to depart, and as they passed he took 
the hand of each and wished them severally good-night. 

I have been told that even these interestinor meetings 
were outdone by the periodical visits paid to the country 
societies round Manchester. He used to ride in the morn- 
ing to some manufacturing village where such a society 
had been formed, and as soon as his arrival was known at 
the factory, where most of the members worked, the bell 
was rung ; the people left work, and collected in a large 
room allowed for the purpose by the proprietors, glad as 
they were to welcome a minister whose hearers were the 
most orderly people in their employment. There, in the 
presence oi young men and maidens, old men and children, 
as well as those in the vigour of life, their hard features 
softened and their cheeks wet with tears of tenderness 
and joy, all anxious to know the measure of their duty 
and to practise it, Mr. Clowes would hold forth in such 
animated strains, that his own fine countenance seemed, at 
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last, radiant even to glistering, with the light of heaven 
beaming from it. Great as was the happiness of all 
parties at the time, I have heard him declare that his 
own was at its height after he had returned home, and, 
while sitting quietly in his chair at the close of the day, 
felt those simple-minded poor gathering round him in 
spirit, and clasping him to their honest hearts. 

His missionary visits were not, however, confined to 
the neighbourhood of Manchester. Societies for reading 
the new theology were formed in London, Bath, Bristol, 
Stroud, Birmingham, Liverpool, Hull, and other places, 
and ' it was his happiness to make repeated annual visits 
to these societies, both in their infancy, and when they 
had attained a state of maturer growth.' * In London,' 
continues the Autobiography, ' the society held their first 
meetings in the Temple, in a spacious hired room, which 
was Occasionally crowded with visitors. ... It was at 
one of these meetings the author had the happiness of 
being first introduced to the late Mr. Gomm, brother-in- 
law of the late Lord Malmesbury, and his private secretary 
during his embassy at the Hague, a gentleman alike dis- 
tinguished by his unfeigned piety and zealous attachment 
to the heavenly doctrines of the New Jerusalem.' ^ 

Mr. Clowes's visits to the village societies were made 
twice in each quarter; from which circumstance the 
people who met were called by the neighbours ^ six weeks 
folk.' They sometimes suffered rough treatment from 
the ignorant spirit of intolerance, and many of themselves 
were of the * rough diamond ' class, lacking the polish 
which can only be got by long and patient endurance of 
friction, and the combined influence of love and wisdom, 
or charity and faith in conjunction, as the hot zeal of the 

' Of Mr. Gromm a short account may be seen in Hindmarsh's * Eise 
and Progress/ p. 35-38. See also ' Monthly Observer,' 1857, p. 420, and 
note. 
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new convert ripens into the sweetness of a meek and 
lowly spirit. A circumstance occurred in a village near 
Manchester, which changed the feeling of the neighbour- 
hood towards the * six weeks folk.' A poor man in the 
village having through adverse circumstances fallen be- 
hind in his rent was threatened by his landlord with a 
distraint. The * six weeks folk,' sympathising with him 
and his family, applied to Mr. Clowes for advice and 
help, and with his assistance, not only paid the poor man's 
arrears of rent, but procured a piece of calico for every- 
one of his neighbours. This act of kindness laid the 
foundation of a lasting friendship and respect for ^ the six 
weeks folk ' and their good pastor. ^ 

An active member of one of the societies appears to 
have fallen into the common snare of energetic people, 
over-esteeming himself and interfering more than was 
agreeable. Meeting with a rebuff, he brought his griev- 
ance to Mr. Clowes, who heard him patiently to the end 
of his story, and then, rising from his seat and suiting the 
action to the word, he said, * All you have to do is to 
stoop, and stoop, and stoop, and it will all blow over your 
head.' 

Some copious notes of one of Mr. Clowes's extem- 
pore discourses were taken by Samuel Dawson, whose 
name has been already mentioned, and are printed at 
length in Mr. Kobinson's interesting volume.^ The 
discourse is much longer than most of Clowes's sermons, 
which rarely extended beyond twenty minutes in their 
delivery. It is on the subject of Regeneration, from the 
third chapter of St. John, and especially as to the five 
senses. The conclusion is as follows : — 

/ Man's spiritual body is formed as to every organ and 
sense from the Grand Man, or Heaven, and the Grand 

* * Intellectual Repository,* April 1871. 

* * A Kemembrancer and Recorder/ 1864. 
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Man, or Heaven, is formed from the Divine Humanity of 
Jesus Christ — each part and sense is quickened (as in 
natural birth) from its corresponding part in the Grand 
Man, by reception of influx from those societies of angels ; 
for man is a centre of all influxes from the Grand Man. 

* We may, therefore, ask ourselves these useful 
questions:— Has the new man in us got a heart? Has 
he got eyes to see the Lord, and the beautiful scenery of 
His kingdom ? Has he got hands to do the will of Him 
that sent us ? Has he got feet to walk in His precepts 
at all times ? 

* In short, are there vessels formed for the flux and 
reflux of heaven ? Are we thus gaining the Good of 
Conquesty by bringing our lost sheep home, and by leaving 
the ninety and nine in the wilderness of temptation ? for 
the Good of Conquest is given from the Lord to us in this 
wilderness state, when we feel no delight in doing good, 
and still persevere in doing the things which are good, 

* For all justice and right judgment depend upon the 
flux and reflux of heaven in man ; or in doing justice with 
judgment to the Lord Jesus Christ, and to the neighbour, 
until we feel, by our touchy that it is even more blessed to 
give than to receive. 

* And if we are wise enough to render unto Caesar the 
things which are Caesar's, and unto God the things which 
are God's, we shall find to our everlasting comfort what 
the apostle declares, where he says, " All things are yours, 
and ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's, whose high and 
holy name is Divine Humanity, the infinite God-man in 
whom all the families of the earth are blessed."' 

This report of Mr. Clowes's discourse, being written 
from memory alone, is probably not very close to his 
actual words. He never exhausted either his subject or 
his hearers, but always preferred, in taking both bodily 
and spiritual nourishment, to leave off* with an appetite. 
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It was one of his maxims, that you may have too much 
of a good thing. 

At one of the village meetings, a rough character 
interrupted the discourse by saying, ^ And there's the 
Communion of Saints — vrhat do you make of that ? ' This 
sudden interruption caused an immediate pause. After a 
short silence Mr. Clowes said, ^ It is a great point of 
wisdom to know when to speak and when to be silent,' 
and resumed his discourse as if nothing had interrupted 
it. 

He doubted the propriety of studying oratory to gain 
an ascendency over the minds of others. He thought it 
might impair their freedom, and had too much in it of the 
love of dominion. He rather took for his pattern the 
Great Teacher, who, he said, ^ were He to appear again 
now, would be thought a very poor preacher. Perhaps 
few would attend His ministry ; there would be no popular 
harangues; but everything would be most wise and 
simple.' 

The fear of trespassing on the spiritual freedom of 
others had great influence with Mr. Clowes. ^ We are 
all,' said he, ^ in great danger of being led by man, 
instead of being led by the Lord; but we only enjoy 
perfect liberty when we are led by Him. Nor must we 
attempt to lead man. The angels p^reserve all in internal 
liberty : they never force. Those who care most about 
Truth will be forcing and condemning those who are 
most concerned about Good. But let not him who is on 
the house-top come down into the house. Let him not 
descend from Good to Truth.' 

Besides attending to the various calls of public duty, 
he gave and received numerous visits from neighbours, 
whether his parishioners or not, who applied for assistance 
in sickness of body or of mind. He also frequently went 
into company, and kept up an extensive correspondence 
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both at home and abroad. Yet he never allowed himself 
to be elated by the attention and respect paid him : illus- 
trating in his own person the truth of a favourite maxim 
of his, * The All of wisdom is Humility, and the All of 
humility is Wisdom.' Nor did he presume on his clerical 
office or on the extent of a zealous activity. * A life of 
usefulness,' said he, * seems to be much misunderstood ; 
as if it consisted of outward activity ; whereas it lies in the 
inward disposition ; and in that point a chimney-sweeper 
may lead a life of usefulness, as much or more than a 
clergyman.' 

In the midst of his other engagements, he went on 

steadily with his great work of translating the * Arcana 

Coelestia,' down to its completion, at the end of eighteen 

years. If the result of his labour is not equal to what 

might now be expected from a man of his abilities, it 

must be remembered that, besides his load of other 

business, he had peculiar difficulties to contend with; 

difficulties which have not been entirely overcome by any 

subsequent translator. In order to impart heavenly 

things in human language as nearly resembling their own 

nature as might be, and to show how infinitely more 

general their application is than all that is of this world, 

Swedenborg very often uses adjectives in the sense of 

substantives, as where he speaks of bona et vera, mala et 

falsa. These, in the Latin, convey distinct ideas, having 

something of the same advantage in language which 

algebra has over arithmetic in calculation ; but when 

turned into literally corresponding phrases with an 

English sound, they strike an unaccustomed reader as 

cant terms, without distinct meaning. If truths and evils 

msLj pass current, such words as falses and mental 

yoods can hardly be taken for lawful coin. The sense of 

the author, originally expressed in the most appropriate 

language, is obscured in the English version by techni* 
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calities. In his zeal also for a faithful rendering, and to 
avoid risk of mistaken interpretation, Mr. Clowes has 
sometimes overiooked the difference betwixt the idioms 
of the two languages, and increased the obscurity by 
adhering rigidly to the plural or singular number, as used 
by the author, when he might have occasionally varied 
them without at all weakening the sense of the text. 

Yet when the nature of the undertaking, the state of 
the man's health when it was begun, and the ceaseless 
drain upon his time and strength during the eighteen 
years, are considered, the wonder is, not that the work is 
imperfect, but that it was ever accomplished at all. 
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CHAPTER V. 

A NEW SECT. 

As the number of readers increased, a desire not un- 
naturally arose to establish distinct places of worship, 
with forms of -prayer and preaching more in harmony 
with the new doctrines than those in the Established 
Church and the various Dissenting chapels. The first 
proposal to this effect was made, April 19, 1787, in the 
society meeting in the Middle Temple, London; but 
was * negatived on the ground that the proper time for 
separating from the old Establishment had not yet ar- 
rived.'^ A few individuals of the society, however, 
thought otherwise, and resolved to form a distinct body, 
' as an External Church, in agreement with the Internal 
Church, which, it was humbly presumed, had already begun 
to be formed in the hearts and lives of many.' Mr. Clowes, 
foreseeing the consequences of this ill-conceived and pre- 
mature step, came to London for the express purpose of 
dissuading the zealots from their attempt ; but, unhappily, 
without success. They heard his observations with the 
deference due to his character ; but, say they, ' in a cause 
of so much importance as that of the promulgation of the 
heavenly doctrines of the New Jerusalem, we did not 
think ourselves justified in deviating from our avowed 
purpose, but were determined, through Divine assistance. 



I f 



Rise and Progress of the New Church,' by Robert Hindmarsh. 
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to proceed in the course wliich our own consciences dic- 
tated as the wisest, the best, and the most expedient that 
could be adopted at the time.' Arguments at great length 
w^ere drawn up on both sides ; but the question has ever 
since been one of those on which the best-intentioned per- 
sons * agree to differ.' Probably j however, there are few, 
if any, who, on reviewing the history of the movement, 
would not now acknowledge that it was, to say the best 
of it, premature. 

The following letter on the subject is copied from the 
original draft in Mr. Clowes's handwriting : — 

^ I received your circular letter respecting the esta- 
blishment of the New Church, and, agreeably to jour 
request, communicated its contents to the Society with 
which I am connected; and now have the honour to 
transmit to you our unanimous sentiments on the subject. 
In the first place, we wish to express our concern at feel- 
ing ourselves again compelled to give an opinion on a 
point which has been the subject of former discussion, and 
on which we have already declared our unreserved judg- 
ment. It is not an agreeable thing to us to differ with 
our brethren on any occasion, and therefore we would 
willingly have been excused enteiing again into a debate 
in which there appears so little probability that those 
concerned will come to agreement. Since, however, we 
are again called upon to speak for ourselves, we feel it 
our duty to say that our former sentiments, so far from 
being changed, are but the more confirmed by the expe- 
rience which we have had, and that the events of every 
day serve to convince us more and more that the time is 
not yet come to make any stir in the externals of the 
establishment of the New Church. The attempt has 
been made, and with what success let the congregations 
in London, Birmingham, Liverpool, Bristol, and this 
place declare. Whilst the heavenly doctrines of the New 



A NEW SECT. 49 

Church circulated free from the fetters of forms of wor- 
ship we had the happiness of observing their rapid exten- 
sion, since every well-disposed person was delighted to 
see that the proof of church membership was simple, 
being grounded in repentance and faith in the Incarnate 
God, and that the Church herself was tolerant, unbigoted 
and universal. We had the happiness to perceive also, 
what was of still higher importance, that the life of love 
and charity was cherished in the members, and made the 
distinguishing characteristic of a New Churchman. But 
since another language has been adopted, and it has been 
insisted that to become the children of the New Jerusa- 
lem Dispensation it is necessary to quit every other society 
of Christian worshippers in the use of their forms, and to 
bend the knee in no other place, and to no other form, 
than what is sanctioned by some particular names and 
expressions, we lament to observe that the circulation of 
the heavenly doctrines has by this language been both 
impeded in its progress and defiled in its purity. For 
who can love what has thus the semblance of bigotry and 
intolerance ? And what mischief is not to be apprehended 
from thus converting the Church into a sect, by insisting 
on the necessity of one form of worship in preference to 
every other ? 

* You will tell us, perhaps, that you only mean to act 
consistently with your own sentiments, by adopting forms 
of worship which are in agreement with them, and that as 
it is a wrong thing to do otherwise, so it is a right thing 
thus to accommodate your words to your thoughts. We 
agree with you entirely in the observation, and are, more- 
over, so far as merely affects yourselves, willing to believe 
that you are actuated in your separation from the old 
forms of worship by the purest motives. But permit us 
to observe, that on the present occasion the question is, 
not what is most agreeable to yourselves, nor yet what is 

E 
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most consistent merely with your own sentiments, but 
what is agreeable to and consistent with the sentiments 
of others, and best calculated to secure the circulation 
and reception of the heavenly doctrines ? Our blessed 
Lord (it is plain from His own example, as well as from 
the testimony of Emanuel Swedenborg concerning Him) 
acts not always in agreement with His own sentiments, 
but accommodates His operation to the sentiments and even 
the prejudices of mankind, by bending and not breaking 
their religious persuasions. This then, it appears to us, 
ought to be the rule for the regulation of our conduct, to 
tolerate even what is imperfect in the present forms of 
worship, whilst we do so from motives of accommodation 
to others, lest by doing violence to their prejudices we 
should hinder their reception. 

* In making these observations we wish not to be under- 
stood as disputing your right y according to the law of the 
land, to form a separate church establishment ; for you 
certainly have it ; but we conceive that a higher law than 
that of the land ought to be consulted on the present 
occasion, and that the question therefore is, not what the 
law gives you a right to do, but what is right, and expe- 
dient, and prudent to be done according to the more per- 
fect law of charity. Is it right, for instance, according to 
this latter law, to clog the New Doctrines with obstacles 
and hindrances to their reception, from which the doctrines 
themselves are perfectly free ? Is it right to excite in 
the public mind an alarm respecting the tendency of these 
doctrines, when yet the doctrines themselves are not cal- 
culated to excite any such alarm ? Is it right, in short, 
to give the appearance of deformity to what in itself is 
altogether beautiful, and to render that disgusting and 
hateful, which in its own proper aspect is attractive, al- 
luring, and lovely ? 

* It is our humble hope that you will take in good part 
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this remonstrance, which your letter has extorted from us, 
and that, following the example of your meek and lowly 
Master, who never insisted upon particular modes of wor- 
ship, nor called any from the religious observances in 
which they had been educated, you will endeavour to 
recommend the doctrines of the New Church to public 
notice and regard by proving to the world that there is 
nothing in them either of bigotry, sectarianism, or intoler- 
ance ; because they oppose nothing but sin and unbelief, 
and are friendly to everything which promotes unity, for- 
bearance, and mutual love. 

* We could add much more on the subject, even from 
the testimony of Emanuel Swedenborg himself, especially 
from what he observes in the **Apoc. Exp.;" but not 
willing to trespass any longer on your patience, we shall 
conclude our answer to your letter by expressing, &c.' 

This letter appears to have been dated November 14, 
1787, and is answered at great length in an epistle dated 
* Great Eastcheap, London, December 7, 1788, and signed 
by seventy-seven individuals.^ It is entitled * Reasons 
for separating from the Old Church, in answer to a letter 
received from certain persons in Manchester who profess 
to believe in the heavenly doctrines of the New Jerusalem 
Church, as contained in the theological writings of the 
late Hon. Emanuel Swedenborg, and yet remain in the 
external forms of doctrine and worship now ia use in the 
Old Church, notwithstanding their direct opposition to 
the heavenly doctrines of the New Church : to which are 
added sundry passages from E. Swedenborg, on which 
the expediency, and even necessity, of a complete separa- 
tion from the former Church is founded. By the members 
of the New Jerusalem Church, who assemble in Great 
Eastcheap, London. Printed by K. Hindmarsh, 1788.' 

Notwithstanding this somewhat objectionable title, the 
document is drawn up in a fair and charitable spirit, and 

K 2 
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the question is well argued ; the main point insisted on 
being the dangerous tendency of the Liturgy of the Old 
Church in keeping up an idea of three Gods, in contra- 
diction to the New Church doctrine of a Trinity in the 
one Divine Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. The fol- 
lowing paragraph is remarkable : — 

* As a church has lately been opened in London, 
wherein the Lord Jesus Christ alone is worshipped,, and 
the doctrines of the New Jerusalem are avowedly preached, 
we can from some experience declare that we think your 
fears about a separation from the Old Church were en- 
tirely groundless. Many persons have already by that 
means been brought to the knowledge of the truth ; and 
we have a good hope, from present appearances, that the 
efforts of those concerned therein will, through Divine 
mercy, in the end be crowned with success.' This assur- 
ance, after one year's experiment, is perhaps characteristic 
of the hasty zeal that started it. DiflSculties soon fol- 
lowed, but did not prevent similar organisations in dif- 
ferent parts of the country. At Manchester, though the 
New Church doctrines were openly preached by the 
Rector of St, John's, a separate congregation was formed, 
and Mr. Clowes's curate was engaged as its minister. 
His conduct, however, soon necessitated his discharge, 
when he, with a few of his friends, set up another con- 
gregation, and built a chapel. Here he remained till his 
death in 1816. At his own request his tombstone was 
inscribed : — 

All feared, none lored, few understood.* 

To check the growing impatience for the establish- 
ment of an external and visible Church in the shape of a 
religious sect and separate ministry and chapels, Mr. 

* Further accounts of this eccentric character may be found in Goyder's 
* History/ pp. 68 and 109 ; and Hindmarsh's * Eise and Progress,' pp. 145, 
147, 190, and 196. 
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Clowes in 1792 issued An Address from the Translator 
to the Headers of the Theological Writings of Baron 
Swedenhorgy intended to point out the general design and 
tendency of those Writings^ and particularly to show' that 
they do not authorise the Readers in a separation, at this 
time y from external communion with other prof essing Chris- 
tians, He begins thus : * Having taken a principal part 
in the translation and circulation of the writings of Baron 
Swedenborg, and having lately received several letters in 
which the sense of those writings seems to me to be mis- 
understood, in regard to the expediency of the readers 
thereof separating themselves from all other communities 
of professing Christians, and adopting new forms and 
ceremonies of worship, peculiar to themselves, I feel 
myself called upon at this time to declare to you my free 
sentiments concerning the end and design of those writ- 
ings, &c. 

* Convinced, as I am, of the brightness and importance 
of those principles of heavenly Truth, in which we rejoice, 
and for which we have so much cause to be thankful, 
I am equally persuaded that their sole end and object is 
to purify, perfect and exalt the corrupted principles of 
human nature, by leading man to conjunction with the 
great Author of his being, and thereby to an ordinate 
reception of heavenly life from Him. 

* I firmly believe, that under the present manifestation 
of the pure doctrine of Truth, with which the world is 
favoured, every spiritual, rational and natural power and 
principle of the human mind will be highly purified, per- 
fected and exalted, through the heavenly influences of a 
holy love and wisdom from the manifested Jehovah, 
producing its corresponding image and likeness of right- 
eousness, truth and peace in the earth ; to the perfect 
fulfilment of that figurative prophecy where it is written, 
" For brass I will bring gold, and for iron I will bring 
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silver, and far wood hrass^ and for stones iron ; I icill also 
make thine officers peace, and thine exactors righteousness. 
Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, toasting nor 
destruction within thy borders, but thou shalt call thy 
walls salvation, and thy gates praise.^ (Isaiah Lz. 17, 18.) 
And this blessed and heavenly state of life amongst men, 
arising from a vital obedient reception of holy and pure 
doctrine, I conceive to constitute that glorious Neto 
Church spoken of by our enlightened author, as pre- 
figured under the character of the Bride t/ie LamVs Wife, 
and predicted by our Blessed Lord as about to be esta- 
blished under His Second Advent, of which it is declared 
that " the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will 
dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God 
himself shall be with them their God.^^ (Rev. xxL 3.) A 
church not to be limited by any external forms or cere- 
monies of worship; neither to be pointed out by a Lo 
here, or Lo there^ but universal as the reception of 
heavenly Truth and obedience to its dictates ; consisting 
of the upright and sincere in heart amongst all people, 
nations and languages, and forming one grand body or 
kingdom here on earth, whereof the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the soul or head, and of which all are living 
members who worship Him in spirit and in truth.' 

He then contends, that separating from old religious 
associations was inexpedient and premature, calculated to 
create prejudice and to impair the means of spreading 
the doctrines ; and he refers to Swedenborg's commentary 
on the Apocalypse, where he says the New Church in its 
early state is signified by the Woman who fled into the 
wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God. On 
a passage which he quotes, Mr. Clowes says, * It is here 
asserted in the plainest and most express terms that the 
New Church, called the Holy Jerusalem, is to tarry or 
abide for a while with the Old Church whilst it grows to 
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the fully until provision is made for its establishment among 
greater numbers ; and the solid and weighty reasons as- 
signed for this nonseparation are, that the New Church 
may hereby be helped^ and also be increased, or grow, 
from the members of the Old Church, who are in good of 
life, although in false principles of doctrine. . 

* Now I would here ask this one single question, — Can 
it with any degree of truth or propriety be said, that the 
New Church is as yet grown to the full, and that provi- 
sion hath been made for its establishment amongst greater 
numbers ? Is it not, rather, at present quite in its infant 
state, confined comparatively to a few, and therefore 
requiring both help and increase ? ' 

* There is but one kind of separation,^ he continues, 
* and but one kind of change, which I would at present 
recommend to you, and that is a separation from all evil 
and false principles of heart and life, and a consequent 
change of nature ; that so, by true regeneration, you may 
be led into that heavenly spirit of solid wisdom, grounded 
in a universal love and charity, and operative in all Chris- 
tian meekness, moderation, goodness, and useful works, 
which is the only spirit in which you can ever hope to 
find heaven yourselves, or to lead others thither. Con- 
vince the world thus, that the temper and spirit of the 
New Church, or New Jerusalem, is not a partial, secta^ 
rian, or bigoted temper and spirit, which excites horror, 
and from which all wise men fiee away, but that it is 
universal, not limited to a sect, not servilely attached to 

forms and ceremonies, consequently conciliating and amia- 
ble, and such as, like its Divine Giver, will draw all men 
unto it Let mankind see by the order, harmony, so- 
briety, purity, and peace of your lives, that ye yourselves 
have found the Truth, and you may thus have a good 
hope to lead them to seek it, and to enable them to find 
it where you have sought and found it, and will thus take 
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a more probable method of recommending the writingB of 
Emanuel Swedenborg, and making oonTerts to his doc- 
trines, than if you should build a hundred new places of 
worship, and establish therein new forms and ceremonies 
in every town in the kingdom. 

* If I know my own heart, its continual prayer for 
you is, that you may become perfect even as your Father 
who is in heaven is perfect. But with the love which I 
bear unto you, I confess I cannot forget or be indifferent 
about those who have not attained unto your knowledge, 
and yet are in a desire thereo£ For them also my heart 
feels tenderly, accounting them my brethren, to whatsoever 
community of professing Christians they may belong, and 
whatsoever may be their present doctrines and opinions, 
believing them to be the true sheep of the heavenly fold, 
and that sooner or later, by virtue of the good which they 
love, and of the truth which they are panting after, 
though as yet they have not found it, they are right dear 
in the eyes of their God and Redeemer, and will finally be 
brought into the bright light of the New Jerusalem. 

* May such also be dear and precious in our sight ! 
and may it become our joint labour to extend the bless- 
ings of the eternal truth unto all such, by submitting as 
yet to the use of their imperfect forms of external wor- 
ship; by accommodating ourselves to their weaknesses, 
and tolerating their prejudices ; by removing thus every 
offence which may be likely to hinder their reception of 
the truth; and especially by forming our own lives 
according to the spirit of heavenly order, in all love, 
mercy, charity, humility, and moderation, that so seeing 
our good worksy they may be the more disposed to believe 
in and receive our doctrine, and may thereby finally with 
us, glorify our common Father which is in heaven? 

In tte like catholic spirit of charity were written the 
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Dialogues of Sophron and PhiladelphuSy^ in which the 
true nature of the New Church is explained, and the ques- 
tion of separation is discussed. Mr. Clowes argues that 
the established forms of worship, however imperfect, may 
be better suited to those who have been used to them, than 
fresh and experimental forms might prove, until the bulk 
of the worshippers are prepared for the change. * We 
know,' he continues, * that the letter of the Holy Scrip- 
turd itself is thus accommodated to man's natural and 
gross apprehensions ; for we read that the Lord taught his 
Word to his disciples, " as they were able to hear it ;" and 
He had " many things to say unto them, but," said He, 
" ye cannot bear them now ;" and may not this be the case 
with the present established forms of public worship? 
Might there not therefore be a danger in making any 
change, till the people were in a better state to hear and 
profit by it? And would it not be wiser and more expe- 
dient, and consequently more becoming the duty of every 
sincere and humble Christian, at present, instead of sepa- 
rating from his weak and ignorant brethren in the use of 
their imperfect forms, rather to accommodate himself* 
herein to their infirmities ; to set them thus an example of 
orderly life and submission to the ordinances of man for 
the Lord^s sake ; to acquire thereby such an influence over 
them, as might lead them by degrees to receive more 
solid and perfect principles of doctrine and life? The 
truth being thus recommended, it appears to me there 
might be better hope of a more general reception, and as 
the reception became more general, there might be hope 
also, in process of time, of its effecting an alteration and 
improvement in every Liturgy of every church in Chris- 
tendom. But to attempt a change in any other way, is 
as contrary, I am persuaded, to the whole tenor and 

' Second edition, 1795 ; a new one, 1873. 



68 LIFE OF THE REV. JOHN CLOWES. 

spirit of the writings of Baron Swedenborg, as it would 
be contradictory to the example and precepts of our Lord 
and his apostles, who never rejected or even spake against 
the externals of the Jewish worship, but continued in the 
constant use and toleration of those very formalities, 
which they well knew were, in process of time, to be done 
away by the doctrines which they preached.' 

He then goes on to answer the diflScult question, 
whether a clergyman of the Church of England can con- 
scientiously continue in the exercise of his ministry after 
receiving the doctrines of Swedenborg? on which he says, 
* I not only think that he may continue conscientiously in 
the exercise of his ministry, but that he would follow the 
dictates of a very ill-informed conscience if he did not 
continue therein. . . . 

* All the disagreement which such a minister will find 
between his own ideas and the Liturgy of the Church in 
which he ministers, may be referred to two points, the 
doctrine of the Trinity y and the doctrine concerning the 
Christian Lord and Redeemer. In respect to the first of 
these points, a Trinity is allowed both in the writings of 
Swedenborg and in the Liturgy of the Church of Eng- 
land, and that this Trinity consists of Father^ Son^ and 
Holy Ghost y who all three make one only God; and the 
only difference is in the manner of conceiving and ex- 
pressing this Trinity. So in regard to the second point, 
the Divinity of the Christian Lord and Redeemer is 
acknowledged also on both sides, and that He is a proper 
object of worship ; and the only difference here, again, is 
in the manner of conceiving and expressing it. 

* The advice therefore which I should wish to give 
every clergyman, on such an occasion, is this : Let him 
rather learn to bear with the reluctance of his own pri- 
vate judgment in the use of particular expressions not 
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precisely in agreement with such as he himself would 
have adopted^ than violate the great law of charity, by 
provoking and offending his flock, and thus putting it out 
of his power to do them any service : and let him be 
assured, that if, for the good of those committed to his 
care, he submits to the imperfections of human establish^- 
ments, and would rather privately suffer a restraint on his 
own mind from those imperfections, than disturb public 
order, and offend a weak brother, he is so far from being 
a prevaricator, a hypocrite, or a dissembler, that he 
deserves rather to be called a martyr for the truth's sake, 
inasmuch as he makes a continual sacrifice of his own 
self-will to the welfare and edification of others.' 

Though these discussions could not but occupy much 
of Mr. Clowes's mind, they never prevented his attending 
to the various duties of his ofiSce as a parish priest. 
Amongst his unpublished papers are the following docu- 
ments, all breathing the earnest and affectionate zeal of 
a Christian minister seeking the best interests of his 
flock: — 

An earnest and affectionate Address to the Young 
People in the neighbourhood of St, John^s who have been 
confirmed by the Bishop y and have not yet been partakers 
of the Lord^s Supper. Dated February 8, 1788. 

To the Children of the Sunday Schools^ and other 
young persons, on the same subject, without date, but 
* during the present season of Lent.' The Address con- 
cludes with an affecting appeal, and a notice that a course 
of instruction will be given on Wednesday and Friday 
evenings during Lent. 

Advice to the Poor Inhabitants in the neighbourhood 
of St* JohrCs Church respecting tlie Care of their Children. 
This is also without date, but from the handwriting and 
paper, &c., it appears to be about the same period as the 
last. 
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In 1798 he published A Letter of Exhortation and 
Admonition^ in which he urges the necessity of repent- 
ance and holiness of life, and the danger of supposing 
* we are become regenerate, only because we understand 
the doctrine of regeneration.' * Let me admonish you,' 
he continues, * in the spirit of brotherly charity, to take 
heed how ye give in to a sectarian spirit, either by despis- 
ing former dispensations of heavenly truth, or by thinking 
lightly of those who are serving God under such dispensa- 
tions, and have not been called to see by the same light 
with which ye have been favoured. Learn therefore to 
love and reverence every dispensation that tendeth to 
godliness, and all orders and professions of men that live 
godly lives. Think more humbly of yourselves as ye 
have received more al the hands of the Lord, remember- 
ing that the meek and humble soul is that where the Lord 
alone can dwell, and that if your superior light doth not 
lead you to deeper humiliation of heart, you will have no 
reason to thank the Lord for having opened your eyes to 
receive it ; because it is an everlasting truth which never 
can be cancelled, that Blessed are the poof in spirit, for 
theirs is the Kingdom of HeavenJ* 

A year earlier he seems to have sought an opportunity 
for the more public avowal of his sentiments ; for in a 
letter from the Kev. William Hill to Mr. Meredith, dated 
January 16, 1797, occurs the following passage: *I 
apprehend I must have made some mistake in expressing 
the opinion of some of the friends in London, respecting 
our friend Mr. Clowes's letters : the information intended 
to be conveyed was this, *Hhat looking at the consequences 
likely to result from the intended public avowal of his 
sentiments, they supposed the angels might be thereby 
disposing things for his withdratoment from the Old 
Church." But herein I do not see exactly with them, 
believing that our friend in question is in reality already 
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more withdrawn from the Old Church than any other 
person I am acquainted with. It seems, however, that 
this publication with its supposed consequences is at pre- 
sent suspended : in a letter I have lately received from 
him, he says, " Mr. Wilberforce has refused being 
addressed upon the subject of the doctrines of E. S., lest 
such address should involve a suspicion of his being 
favourable to them ; " and that he regards this refusal as 
being under the control of the Divine Providence, and 
shall accordingly wait till some more favourable oppor- 
tunity presents itself of declaring his sentiments to the 
public' 

The desired opportunity seems to have been afforded 
by an attack made upon Swedenborg and his followers 
by the Abb6 Barruel in his ^ History of Jacobinism ; ' 
which called forth Mr. Clowes's Letters to a Member of 
Parliament; in the preface to which, dated 1799, it is 
stated that the first five letters * were written some time 
ago, and would probably have still remained in their manu- 
script state, had not the Abbe Barruel's late unprovoked 
and unwarrantable attack on the honourable character 
who is the subject of them, made it appear to the author 
necessary to attempt to repel the calumnies brought for- 
ward in that attack.' The * Letters' when published 
were dedicated to the writer's old friend ^ John Smyth, 
Esq., M.P., and one of the Commissioners of the 
Treasury.' 

The Abbe Barruel appears to have met with certain 
Theosopkic Illumines who professed to believe in the 
truth of Swedenborg's theology, but who, like many 
other well-intentioned persons, hailed the first principles 
of the French Revolution as the beginning of a renovated 
state of society. Brissot wrote in praise of the American 
Quakers, that their views and habits seemed to harmonise 
with the principles of liberty, equality and fraternity 
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declared in France. There may be Swedenborgians as 
well as Quakers who would prefer a republican form of 
government to a monarchy, and especially such a monarchy 
as existed in France before the Revolution ; but nothing 
can be more contrary to Swedenborg's teaching than the 
sentiment fastened upon him by this misinformed and 
\dolent Abb6 ; that his followers * daily expect that great 
revolution which is to sweep from the earth every prince 
and every king, that the God of Swedenborg may reign 
uncontrolled over the whole globe ! ' The God of Sweden- 
borg is the only God of heaven and earth, but Sweden- 
borg never taught that His divine government tended to 
the overthrow of social order, whether under the rule of 
kings or any other authority. 

Repudiating the Romish Abba's insinuation that to 
be the ^ founder of a sect ' is a reproach, Mr. Clowes 
denies the fact that Swedenborg did found, or attempt to 
found, any sect, and quotes ^ the venerable Hartley,' a 
personal friend of Swedenborg's, who says that * he affects 
no honour, but declines it ; pursues no worldly interest, 
but spends his substance in travelling and printing, in 
order to communicate instruction and benefit to mankind ; 
and he is so far from the ambition of heading a sect, that 
wherever he resides. in his travels, he is a mere solitary, 
and almost inaccessible, though in his own country of a 
free and open behaviour ; nor does he persuade any to 
leave that established Church to which they belong.' 

The original letter of Hartley to Clowes (published as 
an introduction to the * True Christian Religion ') lies 
before me, and contains the following passage : ^ The 
great Swedenborg was a man of uncommon humility, and 
so far from affecting to be the head of a sect, that his 
voluminous writings in Divinity continued almost to the 
end of life to be anonymous publications, and I have some 
reason to think that it was owing to my remonstrance to 
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him on the subject, that he was induced to prefix his 
name to this his following last work. He was of a 
catholic spirit, and loved all good men in every church, 
making at the same time all candid allowance for the 
innocency of involuntary error.' 

The Letters to a Member of Parliament were written at 
the urgent solicitation of persons who thought the Abb^'a 
calumnies ought not to be allowed to go uncontradicted. 
Mr. Clowes pleaded his many occupations, aud that he 
was *no fighter'; but stronger infiuences were brought to 
bear upon him, and he set to work, finding, as soon as he 
had begun, that all difficulties were removed, and matter 
was suppHed as fast as the pen could write. The nature 
of the inspiration or spiritual assistance in the production 
of the Letters was exaggerated into a report that the 
writer had had the visible company of angels, who had 
dictated the whole composition. Mr. Hindmarsh, having 
enquired of Mr. Clowes if the report was true, received 
the following reply, dated St. John's, Sept. 29, 1799 : — 

* Dear Sir, — The report which you have heard con- 
cerning my answer to the Abb6 Barruel is not true, ac- 
cording to the manner in which you relate it ; for there 
was no visible appearance of any angel or spirit on the 
occasion. There was, however, sensibly experienced an 
invisible dictate from some spirits or other, in the first 
place suggesting to write the answer y and this with such an 
over-ruling power that though I had previously in my 
own mind discarded every thought of writing, pleading 
infirmity both of mind and body, I could now no longer 
withstand the influence, and every difficulty and excuse 
was removed. In the next place, there was observed, 
during almost the whole time of writing, a sensible dic- 
tate from spirits at my first waking in a morning, attended 
with inexpressible delight, and exciting by their presence 
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Buch a holy awe, that I was frequently constrained to rise 
in bed, and acknowledge with humble gratitude their 
kind offices. On these occasions also many thoughts 
were suggested for the work of the following day, and in 
this sense I had little to do but to act as an amanuensis, 
being* sensibly convinced that what I wrote was from 
others, and not from myself. This I have frequently ex- 
perienced in the writing of sermons, many of which have 
been thus dictated throughout by spirits, when I have 
chanced to awake in the course of the night. This you 
tnay depend upon as a true statement of the subject of 
your enquiry. . 

* When I write to Dr. Hodson, you may depend upon 
it I shall not fail to attend to your directions. 

^ I remain, with all respect, and best prayers for your 
welfare, 

* Ever your affectionate, 

* J. Clowes.' 

In the 'Monthly Eeview ' for March, 1800, Mr. 
Clowes's Letters are mentioned in the following terms :— 

* A sensible, candid, and energetic vindication of the 
character and doctrines of the celebrated Baron Sweden- 
borg, in opposition to the gross misrepresentations of the 
Abb6 Barruel, in the fourth volume of his " Memoirs of 
Jacobinism." Mr. Clowes's book is well written ; and it 
comprehends, besides a complete refutation of the Abbe's 
calumnies, a full, and (to us) very satisfactory exposition 
of the whole Swedenborgian system, to which Mr. Clowes 
appears to be conscientiously attached. On the whole, 
thej work deserves, or we are much deceived, a place 
among the most respectable productions of theological 
controversy in the libraries of Protestant divines.' 

In the * Gentleman's Magazine ' for November of the 
game year, there is a short review, as follows : — 
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* A candid and energetic vindication of the character 
and theological opinions of the celebrated Baron Sweden- 
hoTgf whom we always considered as an enthusiast^ but of 
whose system is here given a full exposition, by a clergy- 
man of the Established Church, who appears to be con- 
scientiously attached to it.' 
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CHAPTER VI. 

DE QUINCEY'S sketch OF CLOWES. 

1790—1802. 

The 'Autobiographical Sketches' of Thomas de Quincey 
contain an interesting notice of Mr. Clowes, at the latter 
part of the century, when be was between fifty and sixty 
years of age, and had been upwards of thirty years in his 
rectory at Manchester. De Quincey was then a child, 
having been bom in 1785. His mother, a very religious 
and orthodox lady, had, by chance, invited to her house 
a lady, whose personal charms and brilliant talents were, 
unhappily, combined with the most daring and avowed 
infidelity. How she and the pious Clowes came together 
under the same roof is thus related : — 

' My mother little guessed what sort of a person she 
had asked into her family. So much, however, she had 
understood, that Mrs. Lee was a bold thinker ; and that, 
for a woman, she had an astonishing command of theo- 
logical learning. This suggested that clerical invitations 
would be likely to furnish the most appropriate society. 
But this led to a painful result. It might easily have 
happened that a very learned clergyman should not spe- 
cially have qualified himself for a theological tournament; 
and my mother's range of acquaintance was not very ex- 
tensive amongst the clerical body. But of these, the two 

leaders,as regarded public consideration, were Mr. H , 

my guardian, and Mr. Clowes, the rector of St. John's 
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Church in Manchester, whose golden jubilee as pastor was 
celebrated many years after, with much demonstrative 
expression of public sympathy on the part of universal 
Manchester. No men could have been found who were 
less fitted to act as champions in a duel on behalf of 

Christianity. Mr. H was dreadfully commonplace ; 

dull, dreadfully dull ; and, by the necessity of his nature, 
incapable of being in deadly earnest, which his splendid 
antagonist at all times was. His encounter, therefore, 
with Mrs. Lee presented the distressing spectacle of an 
old, toothless, mmnbling mastiflp, fighting for the house- 
hold to which he owed allegiance, against a young leo- 
pardess fresh from the forests. Every touch from Aer, 
every velvety paw, drew blood. And something comic 
mingled with what my mother felt to be paramount tra- 
gedy. Far different was Mr. Clowes: holy, visionary, 
apostolic, he could not be treated disrespectfully. No 
man could deny him a qualified homage. But for any 
polemic service, he wanted the taste, the training, and the 
particular sort of erudition required. Neither would such 
advantages, if he had happened to possess them, have at 
all availed him in a case like this. Horror, blank horror, 
seized upon him upon seeing a woman, a young woman, a 
woman of captivating beauty, whom God had adorned so 
eminently with gifts of person and of mind, breathing 
sentiments that to him seemed fresh from the mintage of 
hell. He could have apostrophised her (as long after- 
wards he himself told me), in the words of Shakspeare's 
Juliet, 

Beautiful tyrant ! fiend angelical ! 

for he was one of those who never think of Christianity as 
the subject of defence. Could sunshine, could light, 
could the glories of the dawn, call for defence ? Not as 
a thing to be defended, but as a thing to be interpreted, 
as a tiling to be illuminated, did Christianity exist for 
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* » 

him. He, therefore, was even more unserviceable as a 
champion against the deliberate impeacher of Christian 
evidences than my reverend guardian. 

^ Thus it was that he himself explained his own posi- 
tion, in after days, when I had reached my sixteenth 
year, and visited him on terms of friendship as close as 
can ever have existed between a boy and a man already 
grey-headed. Him and his noiseless parsonage, the pen- 
give abode of sixty years of religious reverie and anchor- 
itish self-denial, I have described further on. In some 
limited sense he belongs to our literature ; for he was, in 
fact, the introducer of Swedenborg to this country. To 
say that of Mr. Clowes was, until lately, but another way 
of describing him as a delirious dreamer. At present 
(1853), I presume the reader to be aware that Cambridge 
has, within the last four years, unsettled and even revolu- 
tionised our estimate of Swedenborg as a philosopher. 
That man, indeed, whom Emerson ranks as one amongst 
his inner consistory of intellectual potentates, cannot be 
the absolute trifler that Kant (who knew him only by the 
most trivial of his prete^isions) eighty years ago supposed 
him. Assuredly Mr. Clowes was no trifler, but lived 
habitually a life of power, though in a world of religious 
mysticism and of Apocalyptic visions.' 

A life oi power seems hardly in keeping with the com- 
mon notion of mysticism. But Mr. Clowes was no more 
a mystic, in the vulgar sense, than he was a trifler. He 
believed in the nearness and influence of the spiritual 
world and its inhabitants, but not apart from the active 
exertion of reason and common sense. 

Another and more particular description of the rector 
and rectory of St. John's is given in De Quincey's 
Literary Beminiscences. It was first published in * Tait's 
Magazine,' Feb. 1837, and must be taken as the boyish 
recollections of an opium-eater, after a lapse of thirty-five 
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years. His youth as well as his veneration for Mr. Clowes 
probably gave the boy the impression of a greater differ- 
ence of age than really existed between them, his vener- 
able friend not having completed his fifty-ninth year, 
when the youth ran away from the Manchester Grammar 
school, never to see him again. He describes Mr. Clowes 
thus : — • 

* He was the most spiritual-looking, the most saintly 
in outward aspect, of all human beings whom I have 
known throughout life. He was rather tall, pale, and 
thip; the most unfleshy, the most of a sublimated spirit 
dwelling already more than half in some purer world, that 
a poet could have imagined. He was already aged when 1 
first knew him, a clergyman of the Church of England ; 
which may seem strange in connection with his Sweden- 
borgianism ; but he was however so. He was rector of a 
large parish in a large town, the more active duties of 
which parish were discharged by his curate ; but much of 
the duties within the church were still discharged by him- 
self, and with such exemplary zeal, that his parishioners 
afterwards celebrating the fiftieth anniversary or golden 
jubilee of his appointment to the living, went further than 
is usual in giving a public expression and a permanent 
shape to their sentiments of love and veneration. I am 
surprised, on reflection, that this venerable clergyman 
should have been unvisited by Episcopal censures. 

• • • • • *• . • • « 
However, my friend continued unvexed for a good deal 
more than fifty years, enjoying that peace, external as 
well as internal, which, by so eminent a title, belonged to 
a spirit so evangelically meek and dovelike. 

* I mention him chiefly for the sake of describing his 
interesting house and household, so different from all 
which belong to this troubled age, and his impressive 
style of living. The house seemed almost monastic^ and 



70 LIFK OF THE REV. JOHN CLOWES. 

yet it stood in the centre of one of the largest^ busiest, 
noisiest towns in England; and the whole household 
seemed to have stepped out of their places in some Van- 
dyke, or some Titian picture, from a forgotten century 
and another climate. On knocking at the door, which of 
itself seemed an outrage to the spirit of quietness which 
brooded over the place, you were received by an ancient 
man-servant, in the sober livery which belonged tradi- 
tionally to Mr. Clowes's family ; for he was of a gentle- 
man's descent, and had had the most finished education of 
a gentleman. •••••••. 

An ancient housekeeper was equally venerable, equally 
gentle in her deportment, quiet in her movements, and 
inaudible in her tread. One or other of these upper 
domestics ushered one into some room expressing by its 
furniture, its pictures, and its coloured windows, the 
solemn tranquillity which, for half a century [about thirty 
years at most], had reigned in that mansion. Amongst 
the pictures there was more than one of St. John, the 
beloved apostle, by Italian masters. Neither the features 
nor the expression were very wide of Mr. Clowes's 
own countenance ; and one might have imagined easily, 
that the pure, saintly, and childlike evangelist had been 
once again recalled to this earth, and this most quiet of 
mansions was some cell in the island of Patmos. 

A crowning ornament to the library, or principal room, 
was a sweet-toned organ ... at which my venerable 
friend readily sat down, and performed the music- of 
anthems as often as I asked him, sometimes accompanying 
it with his voice, which was tremulous from old age, but 
neither originally unmusical nor (as might be perceived) 
untrained. 

' Often from the storms and uproars of this world, I 
have looked back upon this most quiet and I believe most 
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innocent abode (had I said saintly, I should hardly have 
erred), connecting it in thought with the famous mansion 
of the Farrars, &c.' 

De Quincey is puzzled with the fact that * one so much 
adorned by all the accomplishments of a high-bred gentle- 
man, and one so truly pious,' should fall into what he 
describes as * the grossness, almost the sensuality, which 
appears to besiege the visions of Swedenborg.' He ima- 
gines that Mr. Clowes led the life of a hermit, and in 
the absence of any incident to relieve the monotony of his 
daily meditations, * he resorted to Swedenborg — reluct- 
antly, perhaps, at the first — as to a book of fairy tales, 
connected with his professional studies. And one thing I 
am bound to add, in candour, which may have had its 
weight with him, that more than once, on casually turning 
over a volume of Swedenborg, I have certainly found 
most curious and felicitous passages of comment — pas- 
sages which extracted a brilliant meaning from numbers, 
circumstances, or trivial incidents, apparently without 
signification or object, and gave to things, without a place 
or a habitation in the critic's regard, a value as hierogly- 
phics or cryptical ciphers which struck me as elaborately 
ingenious. This acknowledgment I make, not so much 
in praise of Swedenborg, whom I must still continue to 
think a madman, as in excuse for Mr. Clowes.' 

We have seen, in a previous page, that this opinion 
was changed ; but we cannot but regret that De Quincey's 
high opinion of the pure mind of Clowes should not have 
induced him to investigate the supposed * grossness and 
sensuality ' of a system of which Mr. Clowes was the chief 
promulgator. 

If in idly * turning over a volume,* he found not only 
* brilliant meaning' but also * gross and sensual * passages— 
which others have found in the Holy Scriptures them- 
selves — it is surprising that a candid and enquiring mind 
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should not have examined whether the supposed groesness 
and sensualitj might not be purified and ezplamed by 
the ^ hieroglyphics,' which had struck him in the same 
desultory reading. Those who are acquainted with Swe- 
denborg's writings need not be reminded that the ' yisions ' 
— whether sensual (which I have never myself discovered) 
or not— form but a very small part of the writings in 
question ; the principal work being the exposition of the 
spiritual and heavenly meaning of the Books of Grenesis 
and Exodus — ^books in which may be found abundance of 
* grossness and sensuality/ if taken merely in the literal 
or natural sense. To the pure, thou wilt show thyself 
pure, may be said pre-eminently of the Holy Word, and, 
in their degree, of the expositions of Emanuel Sweden- 
borg. 

Mr. Clowes, though interested in the young De 
Quincey, does not appear to have perceived in him any 
relish for higher than earthly science. 'Never in one 
instance did he seek to bias my opinions in this direction* 
Upon every other subject* he trusted me confidentially, 
and notwithstanding my boyish years (15-16) as his 
equal. His regard for me, when thrown by accident in 
his way, had arisen upon his notice of my fervent 
simplicity and my unusual thoughtfulness. Upon these 
merits I had gained the honourable distinction of a general 
invitation to his house, without exception as to days and 
hours, when few others could boast of any admission at 
all. The common ground on which we met was litera- 
ture — more especially the Greek and Boman literature ; 
and much he exerted himself, in a spirit of the purest 
courtesy, to meet my animation upon these themes. But 
the interest on his part was too evidently a secondary 
interest in me, for whom he talked, and not in the- 
subject. He spoke much from memory, as it were, of 
things that he had once felt, and little from immediate. 



DE QUINCEY'S SKETCH OF CLOWES. 73 

sympathy with the author; and his animation was 
artificial, though his courtesy, which prompted the effort, 
was the truest and most unaffected possible.' Possibly 
the good man, so full of infinitely higher thoughts than 
could have entered the minds of the Greeks and Komans, 
and hard pressed to get through the literary and other 
labours accumulating upon him, had to use some exertion 
to keep himself from thinking this bookish boy somewhat 
of a bore^ 

* The connection between us,' he continues, * must 
have been interesting to an observer, for, though I cannot 
say with Wordsworth, of old Daniel and his grandson, 
that there were ninety good years of fair and foul weather 
between us, there were, however, sixty, I imagine, at the 
least ; while, as a bond of connection, there was nothing 
at all that I know of beyond a common tendency to 
reverie, which is a bad link for a social connection. The 
little ardour, meantime, with which he had for many 
years participated in the interests of this world, or all that 
it inherits, was now rapidly departing. Daily and 
consciously he was loosening all ties which bound him to 
earlier recollections, and in particular, I remember — 
because the instance was connected with my last farewell 
visit, as it proved — that for some time he was engaged 
daily in renouncing book after book of classical literature, 
in which he had once taken particular delight. Several 
of these, after taking a final glance at a few passages, to 
which a pencil reference in the margin pointed his eyes, 
he delivered to me as memorials, in time to come, of him- 
self. The last of the books given to me under these 
circumstances was a Greek Odyssey, in Clark's edition. 
•* This,*' said he, ^* is nearly the sole book remaining to me 
of my classical library, which, for some years, I have been 
dispensing amongst my friends. Homer I retained to the 
last, and the Odyssey by preference to the Iliad ; both m 
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compliance with my own taste^ and because this very copy 
was my chosen companion for evening amusement, during' 
my freshman's term at Trinity College, Cambridge. . . . 
Your own favourite Grecian is Euripides, but still we 
must all value Homer. I, even, old as I am, could still 
read him with delight, and as long as any merely human 
composition ought to occupy my time, I should have 
made an exception in behalf of this solitary author. But 
I am a soldier of Christ; the enemy, the last enemy, 
cannot be far off; sarcinas colligere is, at my age, the 
watchword for every faithful sentinel, hourly to keep 
watch and ward, to wait, and to be vigilant. This very 
day I have taken my farewell glance at Homer, for I 
must no more be found seeking my pleasure amongst the 
works of man ; and that I may not be tempted to break 
my resolution, I make over this my last book to you 1 " 

* Words to this effect, uttered with his usual solemnity, 
accompanied his gift, and at the same time he added, 
without any separate comment, a little pocket Virgil — 
the one edited by Alexander Cunningham, the bitter 
antagonist of Bentley — with a few annotations placed at 
the end. The act was in itself a solemn one, something 
like taking the veil for a nun — a final abjuration of the 
world's giddy agitations. And yet to him — already and 
for a long time linked so feebly to anything that could be 
called the world, and living in a seclusion so profound- 
it was but as if an anchorite should retire from his outer 
to his inner self. Me, however, it impressed powerfully 
in after years ; because this act of self-dedication to the 
next world, and of parting from the intellectual luxuries 
of this, was also in fact, though neither of us at the time 
knew it to be such, the scene of his final parting with' 
myself. 

' Immediately after his solemn speech, on presenting 
me with the Odyssey, he sat down to the organ, sang a 
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hymn or two, then chanted part of the Liturgy, and 
finally, at my request, performed the anthem so well 
known in the English Church service — the Collect for 
the seventh Sunday after Trinity — Lord of all power and 
might It was summer, about half after niue in the 
evening; the light of day was still lingering, and just 
strong enough to illuminate the Crucifixion, the Stoning 
of the Protomartyr, and other grand emblazonries of the 
Christian, which adorned the rich windows of his Ubrary. 
Knowing the early hours of his household, I now received 
his usual fervent adieu — which, without the words, 
had the sound and effect of a benediction — ^felt the warm 
pressure of his hand, saw dimly the outline of his 
venerable figure, more dimly his saintly countenance, and 
quitted that gracious presence, which, in this world, I was 
destined no more to revisit. 

* The night was one of the first half of July 1802, in 
the second half of which, or very early in August, I 
quitted school clandestinely, and consequently the neigh- 
bourhood of Mr. Clowes.' 

Twenty-nine years afterwards, when the run-away 
schoolboy had become celebrated as a literary scribe and 
an opium-eater, he saw in the papers the death of his 
revered early friend : * Holiest of men whom it has been 
my lot to meet. Yes, I repeat, thirty-five years have 
passed, and I have yet seen few men approaching to this 
venerable clergyman in paternal benignity, none certainly 
in childlike purity, apostolic holiness, or in perfect 
alienation of heart from the spirit of the fleshly world. I 
have delineated the habits and character of Mr. Clowes 
at some length, chiefly because a connection is rare and 
interesting between parties so widely asunder in point of 
age — one a schoolboy, and the other almost an octo- 
genarian : to quote a stanza from one of the most spiritual 
sketches of Wordsworth : — 
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We talked with open heart and tongue, 

Affectionate and free — 
A pair of friends, though I was young, 

And Matthew seventy-three.' 

The supposed octo&^enarian in 1802 had not com- 
pleted his fifty-nWh year; but .in mental age and expe- 
rience he was^ no doubt^ as far in advance of the boy as 
the latter imagined* « 
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CHAPTER VII. 

PUBLIC EXERTIONS AND ESTIMATION. 

1796—1806. 

During the awful period which closed the eighteenth 
and began the nineteenth century, when war y famine and 
pestilence raged in the wake of open infidelity and vice, 
and seemed to threaten the very existence of society, Mr, 
Clowes's patriotism and zeal were conspicuous and urgent 
in detecting and uprooting the real source of all the evil. 
His discourses on the occasions of national fasts are 
amongst the most powerful and eloquent productions of 
his pen, and may be read with interest by those not pre- 
pared to take in his more spiritual expositions of Holy 
Writ.* In one preached on March 7, 1798, he says, * I 
should think I ill deserved your confidence, as appointed 
to address you on the present awful occasion, did I draw 
over my real sentiments any veil of dissimulation, so as to 
conceal from you what appears to me to be our great 
danger, and to constitute the real ground oi just and 
alarming apprehension. It is my duty, therefore, to say 
(although to some, I am aware, it may sound like a harsh 
and severe truth), but, I repeat it, it is my duty to say, 
and I should for ever reproach myself for not saying, that 
we are in more danger/rom ourselves^ at the present awful 
juncture, than from our enemies ; and that great as our 

* See * Miscellaneous Sennons/ 1838. 
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God aloncy who in like manner controls the minds and 
thoughts of His people, and does not, therefore, permit 
the couni^els of the wicked to promote their evil purposes, 
only so far as those purposes may be rendered subservient 
to the higher purposes of His own eternal and all-blessing 
counsels ? ' 

A note to the printed sermon thus alludes to the 
outcry raised against the corn-dealers, who had been 
accused of artificially making scarcity and high prices. 

* However disposed the author may be to admit the ne- 
cessity and the honourableness of the employment of 
those whose business it is to supply the community 
with the fruits of the earth, and however willing he may 
also be to impute the present scarcity rather to the un- 
productiveness of the late harvest than to the dishonesty 
of those who are dealers in it ; yet let it not be thought 
that on this account he is any advocate for that dishonesty, 
if it shall be found to exist. So far from it, he thinks it 
his duty to take the present opportunity of declaring his 
unreserved opinion, that as no crime can be supposed of 
a blacker dye than for a man to enrich himself at the 
expense of the health and comforts of his indigent neigh- 
bours and their starving families, so no crime can be more 
sure to draw down sooner or later on the head of the 
perpetrator every species of the most terrible yet just 
judgments.' 

Early in the century appeared A Dialogue between 
a'^ Churchman and a Methodist on the Writings and Opt' 
nions of Baron Swedenborg^ written, like all the author's 
works, in a style entirely free from the asperity and pre- 
judice too common in controversial writings. The Dia^ 
logue is introduced by the following * Advertisement ' : 

* The Editor of the following Dialogue wishes to acquaint 
the reader, that having penned it down from the memory 
some hours after he had the pleasure of hearing it, he 
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cannot be positive that he has preserved the exact ex- 
pressions used by the speakers ; but this he can venture 
to say, that he has not mistaken their sentiments and 
ideas, and he flatters himself that as to the language, too, 
it does not err much from the original. It did not ap- 
pear in the course of conversation that the arguments 
advanced by either party made much impression on the 
other ; and in this respect the debate seemed to end, as 
most other debates of the same sort generally do, in un- 
changed and confirmed opinion on both sides. Never- 
theless it must be allowed, to the credit of the disputants, 
that they never once lost their temper, though they spoke 
with freedom, and sometimes with seeming asperity ; and 
that contrary to the common manner of terminating such 
a contest, though very warm combatants, they parted 
very good friends. It is left to the reader's cooler judg- 
ment to decide which of the parties had the advantage in 
the argument.' 

A man of Mr. Clowes's mind could not fail to be in- 
terested in the character and writings of the German 
philosophical poet Klopstock. Impressed with his piety 
and virtue, he felt sure that in entering a better world, 
the poet's ideas of * glory ' would receive a corresponding 
elevation. With this view, Mr. Clowes wrote a tract, 
the rough MS. of which is before me, entitled Klopstock 
in Heaven correcting his former ideas of human Glory ^ in 
a Dialogue between him and his Meta^ introduced by the 
following * Advertisement ' : * The following pages are 
founded on a Work lately published, entitled Memoirs 
of Klopstock and his Wife, translated from the German, 
in which is introduced a short Dialogue on Fame or 
Glory, between Klopstock and his Wife, whom he was 
accustomed to call Meta. The sentiments contained in 
that Dialogue appear to be utterly unworthy of the two 
speakers, as falling vastly short of the proper and genuine 

G 
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idea of the subject of it. It is to correct those sentiinentBy 
as it may be presmned that Klopstock has now corrected 
them, since his remoTal to a better worh)^ that the follow- 
ing Dialogue was written.' Klcqpstock died in 1803, — 
this was probably written a year or two afterwards. 

In this interesting tract Klopstock giTes np his 
worldly idea of the Iotc of glcuy as * the wish to be loTed 
and valued by posterity/ and adopts the sentiment that 
' true glory results firom the judgment or opinicm of the 
Great Father of Being, and of His Angelic Host ; ' 
which opinion is always formed according to Truth; 
that is to say, according to all those hearenly and blessed 
principles of Goodness, Wisdom, Purity and Holiness 
which the Truth inspires. . • • This is what Jesus 
Christ declared when He said in EUs last Divine 
Prayer to His Father, " The Glory which Thou hast 
given 3fe, I have given them, that they mag be one as we 
are."" ' 

Human glory, however, is admitted to have its uses. 
' For the bad are frequently instigated by it to perform 
useful services to society, and with the good it operates 
to increase their sense and perception of the Divine 
Glory. . . . The well-disposed mind is always in the 
habit of referring all its glory to God, its supreme Source, 
because it sees and knows that as every good and every 
excellence comes originally from God, so of course the 
glory derived from every good and every excellence must 
also belong unto God.' 

The Dialogue concludes with the following eloquent 
passage : * That the great Talent of all Talents is to love 
God above all things, and our neighbour as ourselves ; 
that the highest nobility of Birth is to become a Child of 
God, and the most splendid of all Dignities to be ranked 
amongst the Heirs of His Kingdom ; that it is more 
honourable to cherish the Truth of God in our hearts 
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and lives than to excel in the refinements of human 
Learning, and a greater glory to do good actions, and to. 
subdue our passions, than to found empires and to con- 
quer kingdoms. Finally, that there is no glory to be 
compared with the glory of existing, and no fame equal 
to that of being a Man, bom to the noble capacity of con- 
joining himself with the God of Heaven, and living a 
life of immortality and bliss; and therefore whatever 
fame may attach to the character of a learned Historian, 
a mighty Conqueror, an eloquent Orator, or even a great 
Poet, it is all an atom when compared with the transcen- 
dent honour of a true Christian, who aspires after the 
immortal glory of becoming, like the King's Daughter of 
old, All Glorious within.' 

The high estimation in which Mr. Clowes was held 
in Manchester, and by his friends elsewhere, was not con- 
fined to private individuals. After Mr. Pitt had resumed 
oflSce in 1804, Mr. Baron Graham, unknown to Mr. 
Clowes, mentioned him to Lord Camden, then Colonial 
Secretary, as a clergyman well qualified to grace the 
Episcopal bench. Lord Camden repeated the recom- 
mendation to Mr. Pitt, who soon afterwards offered a 
vacant bishopric to Mr. Clowes's acceptance. The offer 
was made through Baron Graham, to whom Mr. Clowes 
replied that he felt deeply obliged to his early college 
friend for so kind a mention of his name ; but that he 
could only return the answer he would have given to the 
King in person if he had been sent for to St. James's : 
* Please your Majesty, I have but one favour to ask, 
which is, that your Majesty will graciously permit me to 
spend the remainder of my days among my congregation 
at St. John's.' 

A tribute of a different kind soon followed which he 
could not equally withstand. On the completion of his 
great undertaking, the translation of the Arcana Cadestia^ 

o 2 
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his friends were desirous of testifying their sense of his 
services by presenting him with some appropriate token 
of their esteem. This was accomplished in the following 
manner : — 

A plan had for some time been in contemplation for 
holding an annuid assembly of the receivers of Sweden- 
be »rg's testimony^ who had not joined the separated body ; 
and the place selected for the meeting was Hawkstone 
Park, the beautiful seat of the Kowland Hill family in 
Shropshire, then the property and residence of Sir Richard 
Hill, Bart. A comfortable inn was and is still open at 
one of the entrances to the park ; and here, from the 8th 
to the 11th of July, 1806 was held the first of a series of 
annual meetings, which continued for more than half a 
century, to the edification and delight of all wha were 
privileged to attend them. 

At that meeting Mr. Clowes found himself, after 
breakfast on the morning after the company had assem- 
bled, sitting between the two gentlemen who had acted 
as his amanuenses, with three other gentlemen place 1 im- 
mediately opposite. Presently the two youngest ladies of 
the party came forward and presented him with a golden 
cup and cover, bearing an inscription as follows : — 

* To the Rev. Mr. CLOWES, A.M., 

Hector of St. John's, Manchester, and late fellow of Trin. Coll. Cambridge. 

A.D. 1806. 

' This tribute of affectionate esteem was presented by the lovers of the 
genuine doctrines of Christianity, to express their grateful recollection of 
his disinterested and indefatigable exertions as a zealous promoter, an able 
defender, and a faithful translator of the Theological Writings of the 
Hon. Emanuel Swedenborg.' 

On the presentation of the cup by the young ladies, 
the gentleman opposite Mr. Clowes addressed him in a 
speech expressive of the warm attachment and grateful 
i'eelings of his friends, and their desire that he wou-d 
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accept that cup as a slight testimonial of their regard. A 
silver cup was then presented, with appropriate addresses, 
to each of the gentlemen who had acted as amanuenses. 

Mr. Clowes said he was so overwhelmed by this unex- 
pected act of kindness, that he was unable to utter a 
single word in reply. The same was the case with one of 
his assistants ; but the other, having more time to collect 
his thoughts, acknowledged the gift in a spirited speech. 

Such was the beginning of * The Hawkstone Meet- 
ing,' the object of which was defined in its first Report, 
to be * To cherish mutual good-will and charity, one 
towards another ; to discuss such subjects as might appear 
of importance to the rising New Church, and to enjoy the 
gratifications to be derived from viewing the beautiful 
scenery of Hawkstone Park.' 

At this meeting the following Declaration was made : — 
* We, the undersigned, being met at Hawkstone Park, 
for the purpose of cherishing mutual goodwill and charity, 
are unanimous in adopting the following Declaration of 
the Manchester Society, as expressed in their last Annual 
Report, and conceive it may be advantageous to the in- 
terests of the New Church that it be adopted universally, 
viz. : — 

* " That all ought to be regarded as members of the 
Lord's New Church, who believe in the sole divinity of 
Jesus Christ, and in the internal spiritual sense of His 
Holy Word, as revealed to His servant E. Swedenborg, 
and who live a life according to the Decalogue, by shun- 
ning evils as sins against that great and holy God ; and 
that everyone ought to be left at perfect liberty to use 
his own external forms of worship, whether in the Esta- 
blishment or out of it, and thus be judged from his life 
and conversation, rather than from ceremonious observ- 
ances.' " 

A few plain Answers to the Question^ why do you 
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receive the Testimony of Baron Swedenborg f cauBed an 
attack from the * Christian Observer,' the organ of the so- 
called Evangelical party, in which the author was accused 
of abetting Deism, Socinianism and Sabellianism, and 
reproached for continuing to officiate as a beneficed clergy- 
man in the Church of England, whilst holding and pro- 
mulgating the doctrines of Swedenborg. This attack 
called forth Letters to the Editors of the Christian Observer ^ 
in which is shown that there is no such contradiction 
between the doctrines of Swedenborg and those of the 
Church, interpreted fairly, as to render a separation from 
her communion binding on the conscience. The Church 
recognises the Divinity of Christ, and a Trinity in unity ; 
so does Swedenborg : the Church also teaches the neces- 
sity and merit of the sufferings and death of Christ ; so does 
Swedenborg : and there is no obligation upon a clergy- 
man to interpret these doctrines in one particular manner. 
^ Concerning Justification by faith alone, it has been 
already proved that the Church of England is at variance 
with herself on this subject; since, howsoever in her 
Articles and Homilies she may press such a doctrine, yet 
in her Liturgy, it is plain, she enforces continually the 
doctrine of justification by charity and good works. I con- 
clude, therefore, that my peculiar views of the doctrines 
of Christianity supply no conscientious reason for quitting 
my station and office in the Church of England, but on 
the contrary bind faster upon me the weighty obligation 
of submitting to the reluctancies of private judgment, 
rather than disturb the Church with schism, give birth to 
a sectarian spirit, and remove myself from the sphere of 
usefulness in which the Divine Providence has been 
pleased to place me. And I will venture to assert yet 
further, that if your rule of scrupulous conscience was to 
be generally applied, and all the bishops and clergy of the 
Church of England were compelled to submit to its 
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authority, the Church would soon be left destitute of her 
ministers; since it is my firm belief, that there is scarcely to 
be found a single clergyman in the United Kingdom, who 
is in all respects perfectly satisfied as to the exact recti- 
tude of the doctrine, the discipline, and worship of the 
Church in which he ministers.' 

He then goes on to show the sandy foundation on 
which the so-called Evangelical school attempt to build 
the Christian Church. 

' If there be one sign more signal and tremendous 
than another of the darkness, which at this day over- 
spreads the face of the Christian Church, and conceals 
from its views the bright light of the eternal Truth, it 
appears to me to be this, that after the multiplied and 
express declarations of the sacred Scriptures on the point 
of justification, it should still be maintained by any who 
profess to believe in those Scriptures, that man is justi- 
Jied by faith alone. For let us hear now what the sacred 
Scriptures say on this very interesting subject, and whilst 
their authority determines the question in agitation, let it 
silence all the vain reasonings of ignorance and error. I 
shall only adduce the following passages out of a thousand 
which might be adduced : Every tree which briny eth not 
forth QOOD FRUIT is hewn down and cast into the fire. Matt, 
vii, 19-21.' Then follow a number of other texts, proving . 
that men are judged and rewarded accordiny to their 
works y as in Matt. xvL 27 ; Kev. xx. 12, and many other 
places. After lamenting the blindness caused by pervert- 
ing and falsifying the Truth, the writer goes on : * It is 
evident then, from the universal tenor and testimony of 
the Word of God, that justification by faith alone is an 
article of belief which has no ground of truth to stand 
upon, being one of those visionary and pernicious tenets 
which abound more or less in all corrupt churches, and 
which the Saviour of the world reprobates in that strong 
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rebuke to the Jewish rulers, where He says, " Ye have 
made the Word of God of none effect by your tradition ;" and 
again, ** Howbeit in vain do they worship mcy teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of men^ ' 

These letters are dated Manchester, Decembers, 1806. 

During the same year, a discussion arose on the 
question, with what Body did the Lord rise from the 
sepulchre ? As the Lord appeared to be, like any other 
man^ in a material or earthly body^ and it was considered 
impossible that anything earthly could ascend to Heaven, 
become invisible, or appear in a room, ^ the doors being 
shut,' still less, become actually Divine^ as Swedenborg 
teaches ; it was held, by some, that the crucified Body of 
the Saviour was dispersed, while in the sepulchre, and by 
others, that it was dissipated, or consumed, in his ascen- 
sion, as might be imagined to have been the case with the 
body of Elijah. Others, on the contrary, held that the 
Lord, being the Almighty Creator Himself, could, 
and did unite in His manifested Person every order and 
degree of existence, down to the elements of which the 
material universe is formed. Mr. Clowes appears to have 
held this view, and that the Lord's Body was material, 
when entombed in the material world ; but he certainly 
never regarded it, as some have supposed,* as * merely 
material.' On the contrary, he taught that * the Body 
which the Lord had from the mother Mary, was suc- 
cessively put off, until He became no longer her son; 
wherefore He called her " Woman," to intimate that He 
was no longer her son, but was, by nativity, as well as 
conception, the Son of God. The Body, then, in which 
the blessed Jesus appeared after His resurrection, had an 
inunediate Divine origin, being formed successively from 
a Divine soul, and thus partaking of Divine qualities, 

' Mr. Mason^s pamphlet on the * Non-materiality of the Lord's Budj,' 
p. 4. 
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which completely distinguished it from all other bodies, 
whether of men or angels.' 

The question having given rise to much controversy, 
an Address was issued by the Society at Manchester, no 
doubt drawn up by Mr. Clowes, setting forth what 
Swedenborg had written upon the subject ; proving that 
* the Lord rose with His whole Body^ which He had in 
the worlds and left nothing in the sepulchre ; ' and that He 
was nevertheless Divine even to * His very BodyJ* The 
difficulty of the debate probably lay in the impossibility 
of settling what each party understood by matter and 
materiality. The conclusion of the Address is in Mr. 
Clowes's characteristic style, and will be regarded by 
most readers as its most edifying part : — 

* To conceive fully the precise nature of the Re- 
deemer's Divine Body, transcends perhaps all finite 
apprehension. But if it cannot be perfectly conceived, it 
may be piously adored, as containing in it all the fulness 
of the Godhead, and being the only Medium of approach 
to and of operation from the hidden Deity. May the 
readers of the New Jerusalem verities profit by this 
truth, and seek rather to adore in humility, than to 
speculate with subtlety, being content to know that their 
God, by becoming incarnate and assuming a natural and 
rational Humanity, dwells now in a Divine Body, and 
that in and through that Body He rules heaven and 
earth, and gives eternal life and salvation to all those 
who in true repentance believe in Him, and come unto 
Him. But still in that Body He is, and ever must be, 
the Incomprehensible, as being the Infinite and the 
Eternal.' 

The MS. before me is corrected by Mr. Clowes, and 
in his own handwriting is the following concluding 
paragraph : — 

' It is the devout prayer of the Society, that the above 
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observations may be receiyed in the same temper and 
spirit of charity and goodwill in which they are presented 
to the public, and may thus lead every reader to the 
humble and thankful adoration of the One Only Lobd 
and Saviour, in that Body which He has been pleased 
to make Divine, and thus to exalt to the closest Union 
with Himself, as the Only Medium whereby He can 
henceforth be approached and adored by His creatures. 
Amen.' 

This document is dated Manchester, November 24, 
1806. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

COREESPONDENCE. 

1801—1807. 

The letters of Mr. Clowes are not only full of heavenly 
love and wisdom, applied to the different states of his 
friends ; they are also proofs of the depth and firmness of 
his friendship. 

The friends thou hast and their adoption tried, 
G-rapple them to thy soul with hooks of steel. 

In this case, rather, with links of gold. 

A series of letters to a worthy gentleman, and con- 
tinued to his widow, will describe the writer's life during 
the early part of the new century. The first is dated 

'Manchester: February 7, 1801. 

* My dear Sir, — It gave me particular satisfaction to 
hear of your safe return, and that you found the family 
well, and I trust this consideration will make you less 
afraid of venturing from home at a future opportunity, to 
contribute to the happiness of your distant friends. For, 
of this I wish you to be well assured, that by your late 
visit to Manchester, you have not only added to our 
gratification, but to our improvement ; and I am willing 
to flatter myself that on this account you will see it to be 
your duty to repeat your visit as often as opportunity 
offers. It is certainly a high privilege, for which we can 
never be enough thankful to the Father of mercies, that 
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we are permitted at times , to associate together in His 
spirit, and assist each other in those things which most 
concern us, viz., the things of His eternal Word and 
kingdom, by confirming good principles, dissipating 
doubts, removing errors, and making the way as clear as 
we can to the blessed abodes of the Supreme Intelligence 
and purest Mercy. But it is a privilege still more 
extraordinary and more deserving our grateful acknow- 
ledgment, when we are enabled to take each other by the 
hand in the happy way, and to see how we are indebted 
to each other, under the Divine Providence, for our 
several advancements.' 

* Manchester: June 15, 1801. 

* My very dear Sir, — Though prevented hitherto by 
multiplied engagements from setting pen to paper, I have 
felt a particular anxiety to return a speedy answer to 
your last kind favour, lest you should suppose that the 
freedom which you take in criticising the Sermon I sent 
you, had given offence, and checked friendly communica- 
tion. This, I assure you, is so far from being the case, 
that I have felt the cord of affection drawn much closer, 
since I received your kind reproof; and I trust you will 
believe me when I say, that I shall ever esteem it one of 
the surest marks of your friendship and regard, that you 
use the same freedom in future. When Charity censures, 
it ought to inspire charity, by humbling us under a sense 
of the error which could put charity to so much pain, 
whether the error be real or apparent. It is not my wish 
or intention to enter into any justification of the ex- 
pressions to which you object. Wliat I have written, I 
have written ; and if it gives offence, or does injury to any 
well-disposed mind, I am heartily sorry for it. But when 
you say that your objection to the meaning of those 
expressions is grounded upon the first verse of the seventh 
chapter of St. Matthew, Judge not that ye be not judged. 
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I confess I cannot see that your objection has any ground 
to stand upon; since this precept of Jesus Christ, ac- 
cording to the testimony of Emanuel Swedenborg, 
cannot in anywise be meant to extend to judgment 
respecting anyone's moral and civil life in the world, but 
to judgment respecting any one's spiritual and celestial 
life (see C, L, 523). I am of opinion, therefore, my dear 
Sir, that we are allowed by the laws of Jesus Christ, and 
that it is occasionally an important duty imposed on us, to 
represent bad men as they appear to be, and even to give 
them names according to such appearance, provided we 
do not meddle with their eternal states before God, or 
give a judgment separate from charity. For if we did 
not thus judge the moral and civil conduct of each other, 
there is every reason to believe that the wicked and ill- 
disposed would succeed better in their corrupt purposes, 
for want of necessary caution on the part of those whom 
they wish to ensnare, and who can only be put upon their 
guard by timely notice, and severe censure of the corrup- 
tions to which they are exposed.' 

Volumes of Clowes's sermons might be searched for 
any passage likely to give offence by harshness of lan- 
guage or severity of judgment ; but in a sermon preached, 
March 12, 1801, on the occasion of a general fast, the 
preacher's abhorrence of the infidelity and anarchy pre- 
vailing in France, finds vent in more than his usual 
energy and warmth of expression. 

* The war,' he says, * in which we are engaged is still 
a contention of order against anarchy and confusion : it is 
still a dreadful struggle which is to determine whether we 
will adopt the detestable maxim of our enemies, and say 
there is no God who governs the earthy or will yet suffer 
ourselves to be guided by that eternal wisdom of the 
Most High, which declares, Shall not Gox) avenrje His 
own elect, which cry day and night unto him f ' Further 
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on comes the passage which may^ not improbably, be that 
objected to. 

' Let us, then, make no scruple to allow our adversaries 
this just commendation, that they act in perfect consistency 
with their principles : they have adopted a dreadful system 
of infidelity, and infidelity leads, by direct consequence, 
to all possible profligacy of manners : whilst, therefore, 
they are ambitious, cruel, rapacious, unjust, crafty, and 
dead to every sentiment of true virtue, their conduct is 
only such as might reasonably be expected from them ; 
the current which must necessarily flow from such a 
fountain-head ; the fruit which would naturally grow on 
such a tree.' 

In regard to judging not according to the appearance 
but righteous jtidgment J Mr. Clowes was never dazzled by a 
display of brilliant talents. He said, ^ The Lord esteems 
no <me for his talents, but for the use made of them. Men 
admire themselves and each other for their talents, and thus 
forget the Lord. The generality would more patiently 
endure a reflection on their moral character than their 
intellectual abilities.' 

The next letter refers to some particulars of school 
education, in which elocution is recommended as a fit 
subject for school practice. * Boys may be properly 
initiated into the art of speaking in public by accustoming 
them early to deliver orations^ in a graceful manner, before 
a public audience.' 

In another he answers an enquiry as to the origin of 
the Mass, upon which he says the learned are not agreed ; 
some deriving the term from the Hebrew Missah, an 
offering ; others from the Latin Missa. He prefers the 
former derivation, and adds, * Whatever may be the 
original meaning of the term, we are forced to conclude, 
if the testimony of E. S. is to be depended on, that the 
Mass will continue ; since he asserts over and over, that 
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the externals of the Old Church will remain, and that its 
devastation consists in having an External without an 
Internal.' 

Writing to the same gentleman, March 7, 1806, he 
congratulates him on the birth of a son, and accepts the 
honourable office of godfather, devoutly praying * that the 
dear child may sooner or later attain the possession of all 
the heavenly graces and excellences which the name of 
John involves.' He then says, *It gives me particular 
pleasure to think of meeting you at Hawkstone, and I 
am disposed to hope that, under the blessing of Diving 
Providence, much important benefit to the New Church 
may be derived from the intended plan of assembly. My 
only apprehension is, lest the number of visitors on the 
occasion should be too large, which may prevent all the 
advantages resulting from a select society.' 

The next letter alludes to a state of discouragement 
and spiritual trial which appears to have befallen his 
friend, and is an instance of the sincerity and integrity 
of the writer's friendship — cheering and supporting, but 
not flattering : — 

'Manchester: April 23, 1806. 

* My very dear Sir, — Being favoured with the oppor- 
tunity of a little leisure, I hasten to reply to your letter, 
and especially to that part of it which respects your spi- 
ritual state, so far as it is to be collected firom your own 
very affecting and distressing account. 

* Yet when I call the account distressing ^ perhaps I 
ought to correct myself, since it appears to me that it is 
more reasonable to congratulate you, than to condole with 
you on the history of your late perceptions and sensations. 
For, what is that history, or what doth it involve, but 
a true and faithful transcript of the Divine mercy and 
operation, in leading you to a just knowledge and appre- 
hension of what you are in yourself, and of what you must 
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ever continue to be, without the aid of Omnipotence. 
What, therefore, must be the purpose of that mercy in so 
opening your eyes, but to recall you from yourself, and 
from all dependence upon everything which is merely 
your own, that so you may seek refuge in the bosom of a 
boundless and most tender love, and in the guidance and 
protection of an Almighty Arm, ever at work to redeem 
you from yourself, and from all self-accusation (or rather 
from the accusation of lying spirits), and to renew you in 
the love, in the knowledge, and the practice of every 
heavenly grace and virtue ? Wherefore, my dear Sir, be 
not discouraged, but rather consoled by the picture of 
infirmity and of disorder which has been presented to 
your view. Only suffer that picture to conduct you to a 
sincere humiliation before your God, and be content to 
feel yourself the miserable being you despribe, until it 
shall please the Great Saviour to speak peace to your 
sorrows by the revelation of Himself and of His essential 
mercy and truth. I recollect a passage in our enlightened 
author, though I cannot immediately refer to it, in which 
he says that the angels attendant on man never inspire 
him with confidence in his own virtues and talents, but 
rather the reverse, lest he should be betrayed into a false 
and fatal dependence on what he might be led to call his 
own excellences. And how do you know, my dear Sir, 
but that this has been the case with you, and that accusing 
spirits have been allowed to exercise a temporary influence, 
in order to guard you against presumption^ and at the 
same time conduct you to that highest of all Christian 
graces. Humility f At all events, let me conjure you 
still to be urgent in supplication to the Incarnate God, 
until He plead your cause. And if the enemy still con- 
tinue to smite you on the one cheek; offer to him the other 
also. Only do not believe all to be true which tbe 
Accuser lays to your charge ; but by dligence in the 
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discharge of your relative duties, and by patient sub- 
mission to suffering, endeavour to prove that, however 
defective your motives may heretofore have been, and 
however imperfect your obedience, you have still a hope 
that the crooked may be made straiyht and the rough places 
plain, and that you may finally see the salvation of the Lord, 
In devout prayer that your present temptation may come 
to a happy termination, and may introduce you to that 
blessed kingdom which can only be opened by similar 
tribulation, 

* I remain, my dear Sir, 

* Your affectionate brother, 

* J. Clowes. 

* P.S. — I should be glad if you would let me know at 
an early opportunity the progress of your spiritual state ; 
and if you could inform me at the same time how many 
friends from your neighbourhood are likely to attend the ap- 
proaching meeting at Hawkstone in the first week of July.' 

The high rank assigned to humility in the foregoing 
letter was equally apparent in the writer's conversation. 
He said, * The Lord, when on earth, was the most humble 
of men, and He is the same in heaven : not only the most 
humble man, but the only humble man. And in this 
manner He delights to appear, and does appear to the 
celestials : not as a King in majesty and greatness. Few 
can bear this view of the Most Humble Man : Learn of 
Me y for 1 am meek and lowly of heart'* 

Elsewhere, he remarked on the sensual notions of the 
Jews, who cried * He saved others, let him save himself 
Let him come down from the cross, and we toill believe 
him.^ The display of supernatural power in saving 
Himself they pretended, would have convinced them; 
the infinitely greater effort of saving others by the sacri-. 
Jice of Himself, was beyond their comprehension. 

H 
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The estimable person addressed in the foregoing letters 
departed this life early in the following year. Mr. 
Clowes thus writes to the widow : — 

< Manchester : February 26, 1807. 

* My dear Madam, — With overflowing heart and eyes, 
I most feelingly condole with you and your dear children 
on your severe trial, in the loss of a most excellent husband 
and father. Yet why do I say loss, when we have the 
testimony of the Eternal Truth to assure us that this 
putting off the mortal covering makes no separation of 
wind ; neither doth it remove the departed spirit to any 
greater distance from us than before? It is true the 
bodii^ eye can no more behold the image on which it was 
accustomed to gaze with delight ; neither can the bodily 
ear receive the sounds which had before been ccnnmunica- 
tive both of pleasure and instruction. But what then ? 
The spiritual eye can still see, and the spiritual ear can 
still hear the dear object of their affection, and can thus 
be made sensible of his nearness, his presence, and his 
operation, in a manner possibly more powerful and full 
than can be effected bv the bodilv senses^ Let us not 
then sav that we have suffered anv loss^ but rather let us 
say that he whom we so tenderly love is only removed 
into a state of cloiser and more intimate association widi 
us ; and I would add.« into a state also of promoting our 
real good to greater advantage than he could possibly do 
when present in the K>dy. For thus Jesus Christ testi- 
fied to His dkciples when He was about to leave the world 
and return unto the Father, *• 7/ w ejrf^iemt/oryam that I 
ca aanf|f« jW if I Q<i mot <nr«tv« the Comforter trill mat come 
umt0 jK»ir ; Imt if I po <rir«ry« / trill settd Aim mmto yomJ* 
Xow the Comforter* we know, was Hi^ own Divine Opera^ 
lico; consequently it was Himself opendng to a much 
more Uee&ed effeet on Hk disciples aifier hb departure 
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from the world than He could do when present in the 
world. How, then, do we know but that this may be the 
case with every departed friend, and that consequently 
by his departure he is rendered capable of promoting our 
real interests, of advising, comforting, and protecting us 
more powerfully and advantageously than he could other- 
wise have done ? Wherefore let us console ourselves with 
this consideration ; and believing the departed object of 
our love to be himself both more wise, more happy, and 
more powerful than when encumbered with mortal cover- 
ing, let us believe also that he is capable of communicating 
to us both more wisdom, more happiness, and more ability. 
* I am glad to hear that you propose to continue your 
occupation, and wishing you every support under your 
arduous duties, and praying devoutly for the consolation 
of yourself and your dear children under your present 
trial, 

* I remain, dear Madam, 

* Yours most affectionately, 

'J. Clowes.' 

He disliked hearing death spoken of as an evil, and 
remonstrated with a lady who persisted in bemoaning the 
death of Bishop Heber, telling her he should rejoice in 
having a friend die in the same glorious cause. In anti- 
cipation of his own removal, he said, * Why should you 
wish to keep me always in the kitchen ? while we are in 
this world we live only in the kitchen — we were born to 
live in the parlour.' 

In June he wrote again to the same lady, saying, 
* It affords me real satisfaction to hear that you are so 
powerfully supported under your late heavy affliction; 
and I doubt not the same Divine Hand which at present 
so mercifully enables you to bear your burden, will con- 
tinue its aid in every period of your pilgrimage here 

H 2 
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below. I am glad also to learn that you hare the resolu- 
tion to go on with your occupation, since exertion in that 
way will keep your mind in a state of activity, which will 
prevent it from becoming the prey of sadness and lowness. 
May the blessing of Heaven be with you in all things 1 
and may He who defendeth the cause of the widow prosper 
all your labours to the increase of His glory and of your 
own happiness. 

* I am much obliged by your kind and friendly invitar 
tion, which I should accept with the utmost pleasure, but 
that I have been lately much troubled with a complaint 
in the organs of speech, for which a warm sea-bath is 
recommended by my physician. I propose therefore after 
the Meeting at Hawkstone to direct my course to the sea 
at Parkgate, in the neighbourhood of Chester, where 1 am 
already engaged to meet a party for about six weeks or 
two months.' 

The second * Hawkstone Meeting ' was held at the 
beginning of July, and occupied one of its sittings in 
discussing the Minutes of a Conference of the sepa- 
rated societies which had been held in London in the 
preceding May. The views of the Meeting were embodied 
in a series of resolutions, concluding with the following : — 

* Resolved unanimously, that, notwithstanding the 
liberty which this Meeting has taken in the above reso- 
lutions, by making their remarks on some of the Minutes 
of the London Conference, to which they have been led 
by motives of the purest charity, yet they wish to observe 
that there are many things contained in those Minutes 
which meet with their hearty concurrence, and in which 
they shall be happy to unite with their London brethren.* 

The following paragraph in the Report of the Hawk- 
stone Meeting is also worth copying : — 

* Sunday, July 5. 

* In the morning all the company attended Divine 
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Service in the chapel of Weston, and in the afternoon at 
Sir Kichard Hill's domestic chapel, where an excellent 
sermon was preached by the Rev. Bryan Hill, brother of 
Sir Richard. After Divine Service the company were 
invited, in the handsomest manner, by Sir Richard to par- 
take of some refreshment in his house, on which occasion 
they were highly gratified by the condescending and 
obliging manner with which they were received and en- 
tertained by their generous host.' 

Some of the resolutions of this meeting seem to have 
given considerable offence to the separated brethren ; and 
the Rev. Richard Jones, minister of the * Peter Street 
Church ' in Manchester, drew up ^ A Friendly Address 
to the Receivers of the Doctrines of the New Jerusalem 
Church, on the Propriety of adopting suitable Forms of 
External Worship : to which are added a Few Passages 
from a Work of liie Hon. Emanuel Swedenborg, entitled 
" Apocalypsis Explicata," intended to shew (in answer to 
a part of the last " Hawkstone Report ") that there are 
no sentiments therein contained which teach that the 
New Church ought not to be separated from the ex- 
ternals of the Old.' Mr. Jones's pamphlet is charitable 
in spirit, temperate in style, and ingenious in argument. 
Whatever opinion we may form of his position, we cannot 
but be charmed with his Christian and gentlemanly mode 
of expressing himself. Whilst he allows that those who 
have not separated have done perfectly in accordance with 
a proper spirit of liberty, he also claims the right for those 
who choose to separate, of being guided by their own judg- 
ment, and of being allowed to exercise the same liberty. 
Mr. Clowes replied by ^ A Letter to T. Banning, Esq., 
containing Strictures on Mr. Jones's late Pamphlet en- 
titled " A Friendly Address," &c., 1808.' Mr. Jones had 
enumerated the disadvantages felt by those who remained 
* in the Old Church.' ' They appear ^^ said he, * to approve 
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by their presence what they do not approve In spirit; 
they abide in external forms according to which they 
cannot profess with their lips what they really believe ; 
thus they appear to sanction the Old Church, when their 
end is to establish the New.' But Mr. Jones had over- 
looked the disadvantages of the separated party, and this 
omission Mr. Clowes supplies. * When,' he says, * I 
take a retrospective view of what is past, and reflect on 
the needless offence given, and on all the bitter prejudice 
excited against the New Doctrines by the conduct of those 
who could not be content with their accustomed forms of 
external worship; when I observe how the predicted 
glorious New Church, intended as a universal blessing to 
the whole race of mankind, has been thus degraded to a 
common sect, whilst limits have been set to her univer- 
sality, and contempt poured on her high authority, by the 
groundless scruples and unyielding fastidiousness of her 
children ; when I see the barriers of distinction between 
the clergy and the laity thrown down, and ministers 
officiating alternately at the altar and the shop, in despite 
of that heavenly doctrine which insists so peremptorily on 
the great danger of all such confusion ; when I hear it 
gravely asserted that to become a real living member of 
the Lord's New Church it is not sufficient to attend 
conscientiously to your life and conversation, to your 
sentiments, your doctrine and your practice, but you 
must adopt a particular mode of worship, you must be 
re-baptised, you must no longer associate with the former 
companions of your devotions and religious exercises: 
when I consider how directly opposite these injunctions 
are both to the declarations and example of Jesus Christ 
and his Apostles, who, it is well known, never called their 
disciples to separate from the ceremonies of the Jewish 
Church, but, on the contrary, encouraged them to con- 
tinue in the use of those external ordinances in which 
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they had been educated ; and lastly, when I perceive that 
numbers of well-disposed minds are thus discouraged from 
looking into the New Doctrines, because they are taught 
to believe that to become members of the New Church 
it is necessary first to become sectarists, and that to wor- 
ship in the new temple it is expedient to break in pieces 
all their old religious usages, instead of bending them to 
the truth, as the truth hath taught ; — when, I say, I re- 
flect on all these considerations, I am utterly at a loss to 
conceive how they could have escaped the notice of Mr. 
Jones.' Mr. Clowes afterwards refers to the establish- 
ment of a ministry in the separated body, and affirms 
that the orderly ministry of the New Church is to be 
received from the first Christian Church; referring to 
Swedenborg, in the * True Christian Religion,' Nos. 146, 
155, and 784, where he says that * Falses must first be 
eradicated with the Clergy j and thereby with the Laity ; 
for the Clergy here spoken of are manifestly such as have 
received Episcopal Ordination ; and that these are likely 
to be soon instrumental in fulfilling the Author's declara- 
tion is rendered highly probable from the delightful con- 
sideration that between thirty and forty names may 
already be enumerated of such as have cordially embraced 
the New Doctrines.' 
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CHAPTER IX. 

DOMESTIC AND SOCIAL LIFE AND CONVERSATION. 

The * life of power ^ which impressed the youthful De 
Quincey^ at the same time tfiat he imagined his saintly 
friend a religious recluse and visionary, was the best evi- 
dence of the rare combination in Mr. Clowes of heavenly 
motives acting in a useful life. According to the world's 
ideas of activity, indeed, he could hardly be called an 
active man; yet his labours were really immense and 
incessant. He was no more a mere contemplative saint 
than he was a mere selfish man of the world. 

He ordered his affairs with great prudence, and was 
thus enabled out of a moderate income to contribute 
largely to the religious and charitable objects he had at 
heart. He was careful not to burden himself with worldly 
cares. Part of his private fortune having consisted of 
houses, and trouble about tenants and repairs having 
occurred more than once, ^ Ah I ' said he, ^ I shall soon 
get rid of you,' and he parted with them to those who 
had more leisure for such affairs. 

He had a rooted dislike to lending money. He said 
he had once lost his money and his friend, and he did not 
wish to lose any more friends. In this, as in every other 
case, he acted on principle, regardless of what might be 
thought of him. * The man of the world,' said he, * de- 
pends on opinion for his happiness: componimur ex 
rumor e.^ 
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He did not allow his zeal for religious and intellectual 
labour to prevent the necessary care of his bodily health ; 
without which he knew that the greatest mental powers 
must be comparatively useless. He was careful to main- 
tain regular and temperate habits^ never failed to take 
daily exercise in the open air, and was a pattern of order 
and cleanliness in his person and house. Punctual as 
clockwork, he was nevertheless so little given to excessive 
strictness as to be treated by his servants more as a 
father than a master. His authority was enforced with 
the sweetest mildness. 

* Does he not look like an old noble ? ' said one of his 
clerical brethren, at a meeting of the Collegiate Church 
at Manchester. A man so gifted, and with manners the 
most engaging, could not fail to be an object of admira- 
tion. With ladies he was a great favourite, and he was 
certainly one of their most respectful as well as affec- 
tionate admirers. Whenever he visited at Mr. Hornby's, 
where the house was generally full of company, the young 
ladies at parting used to present themselves for a kiss : 
this, however, was late in his life. At a much earlier 
period, he was only saved by a timely warning from a 
severe wound of the heart. Visiting at a friend's house 
in Yorkshire, he met a very fascinating young lady, with 
whom he soon became deeply immersed in most interest- 
ing conversation ; attended her to a Sunday-school which 
she patronised, and afterwards to church. It was evident 
that he was fast becoming enamoured, when his friends 
thought it right to apprise him that the young lady was 
already engaged. This, of course, put a stop to any 
views that he might have otherwise entertained ; but not 
to friendly intercourse. The lady, after her marriage, 
became one of his correspondents, and remained so as 
long as he was capable of writing ; frequently consulting 
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him on literary and other subjects.' Many years after 
she had become a wife, Mr. Clowes happened to be in 
company with a physician who mentioned her name. 

* What I' said Mr. Clowes, * do you know Mrs. Fletcher ?' 

* And do you know her?' rejoined the other; upon which 
they both sprang from their seats, and grasped each other 
by the hand, as fellow-suffer<ers from the same shaft I 
was once present when Mr. Clowes received a packet 
from her ; and as soon as he had opened it, I could see 
by the kindling of his eye that it was from no common 
correspondent. This happened within a few days of the 
completion of his eighty-third year. 

No one would have taken him for an old bachelor at 
any time. On first acquaintance, the fact of his being 
single was past belief. A lively woman once rallied him 
on the subject : * I am sure you are married ; where is 
your wife ? ' He parried the joke with a laugh : ^ She is 
in heaven,' said he. * Do you know,' he continued, * we 
have a meeting every Monday night at Manchester to 
discuss the heavenly doctrines ; but we do not admit 
ladies 1 ' * Ah I now,' she rejoined, ^ if that house where 
you meet could be seen in the spiritual world, I dare say 
you would see it covered with snow.' This repartee 
pleased him greatly. 

He was used to declare that after he had become 
acquainted with the writings of Swedenborg, he had 
never met with the lady who would suit him. With 
those who were not seriously disposed he could have no 
community of feeling ; and those of a religious cast were 
too gloomy in their notions to be able to make his life 
comfortable. When pressed by a clerical friend, who 
contended that every man having the means was bound 

^ This estimable and gifted woman was Mrs. Fletcher, one of the in- 
tellectual circle at Edinburgh, and mother of the wives of Sir John 
Richardson and Dr. Davy, the brother of Sir Humphry. 
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to enter wedlock, he objected that circumstances might 
prevent; which the other denied. Mr. Clowes urged 
the case of a young couple on the verge of matrimony, 
one of them being removed by death, and the other 
so filled with lasting sorrow as to be unable to think of 
another partner. * A most ungodly sorrow,' rejoined his 
friend. 

Mr. Clowes considered the love subsisting between man 
and woman to be under the special protection of Heaven ; 
and that, as on one hand, it may be instrumental in 
degrading human beings to the level of brutes ; on the 
other, it may, by being united with- its Divine origin, 
under a truly conjugal union, be exalted to the highest 
order of affectiop between them. He could not bear to 
have it treated lightly and unworthily. 

' Sir,' said a young admirer of the mystics, at the end 
of a long and rather boastful tale of the exalted energy of 
his inward attainments, ^ I have gained a great victory : 
I have prayed away the love of the sex.' ^ Then, my 
dear friend,' said Mr. Clowes, who had listened so far 
without interruption, ^ I have only one request to make, 
— that you will go home and pray it back again.' 

Being asked what was the best security for matri- 
monial happiness, he answered, ^ A life according to the 
commandments ; for,' said he, * before you can hope to be 
a good husband, you must become a good wife, by form- 
ing in yourself individually that church of holiness and 
order, which, in reference to the whole body of such indi- 
vidual churches, is called the Bride, the Lamb's wife. 
And,' added he, ^ if you wish for a good wife, your safest 
course is to pray for one.' 

Though not blessed with a wife himself, he was seldom 
without female society dear to his heart. His house was 
kept for a number of years by his sister, to whom he was 
fervently attached. When her mortal course came to a 
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close^ the event seemed to him the loss of his all. His 
affliction was so great as to threaten to cast a shade over 
the rest of his Ufe ; but from this he was unexpectedly 
reclaimed while attending her funeral ; for while looking 
into the grave, and bereft of comfort, he was roused by a 
voice above him, saying, * She is not there : she is here.' 
Upon which his lethargy presently forsook him, and his 
usual cheerfulness soon returned in full force. 

While she was lying on her death-bed in the last 
stage of weakness, he was surprised one day to observe 
her sunken countenance kindle, her features become 
fresh, and her voice utter in a vigorous tone such a pro- 
fusion of edifying counsel, as left him no doubt that an 
angel spoke through her. He afterwards endeavoured to 
put on paper the substance of what she had said, but the 
document has unfortunately been lost. 

After his sister's death, several ladies in turn took 
charge of his house, and contributed much, by their well- 
stored minds, to cheer his declining years ; while he, on 
his part, enlivened and instructed them by his edifying 
conversation and life. Sometimes he accompanied them 
to the sea-side, and always, at home and elsewhere, turned 
every incident to good account. At one of the inns 
where they staid, the cheese was complained of as taste- 
less. * We must bruise it,' said he, pressing the piece on 
his plate with a knife ; ' we must bruise it, and then the 
flavour will come out. We are all just as tasteless, till 
we have been bruised.' Food often afforded him matter 
for thankful and instructive remark, especially butter and 
honey, which he generally ate at breakfast. 

In driving along the road, he pointed to a field of com 
waving in the breeze. ' Do you know,' said he, Hhat the 
motion is necessary to ripen the grain? It is the same 
with oui*selves : we should never be preserved in health 
or come to maturity, unless we were frequently shaken 
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by the winds of adversity ; we must be bent from our 
natural tendency by the blast of spiritual trials.' 

Some one having expressed admiration of the charms 
of spring as superior to those of autumn, * What ! ' said 
he, ^ do you prefer things in an imperfect state ? ' 

A lady who had been keeping house for him, in re- 
turning home travelled alone in the stage coach, till a 
man handcuflFed and guarded was thrust inside. She felt 
much alarm, which was not lessened on learning that he 
was a desperate felon who had broken from jail and was 
now on his way back. After awhile she found herself 
able to pray for him ; when an unusually peaceful calm 
took possession of her mind, and she regarded him no 
longer with dread, but with compassion. She sent an 
account of her journey to the lady who had taken her 
place in attending on Mr. Clowes ; feelingly contrasting 
the change from the society she had quitted to that in 
which she travelled. * What do you think ? ' said the 
other in her reply, ^ when I read your letter to Mr. 
Clowes, he said nothing ; he only tittered ! ' No doubt 
he was pleased to learn that his late companion had known 
where to apply for help, and had found it in the hour of 
need. Who can say that she might not be the providen- 
tial means of softening the heart of the poor creature so 
strangely brought into her company ? 

Kind and considerate to everybody, and unaffectedly 
tolerant of their diflFerent religious sentiments, he was 
nevertheless fearless in exposing doctrinal errors, when- 
ever public duty called for such exposure. His sincerity 
and charity secured him the love and respect of the good 
of all classes. Hannah More and Wilberforce, though 
averse to some of his views, had a sincere regard for him. 
* I think, Mr. Wilberforce,' said a near relation, in Mr. 
Clowes's presence, * we must conclude that Jesus Christ 
is the only God.' ^ Oh I ' replied Wilberforce, very 
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gravely, * I can only take Scripture as I find it.' Mr. 
Clowes, in relating the incident, said, ' Wilberforce is a 
very weak man ; but his affections are excellent : he will 
be in the new heaven at last.' 

Diametrically opposed in sentiment to the Unitarians 
on the Corner Stone of Christianity, he was yet cordially 
esteemed by them. He knew how to distinguish between 
inadequate comprehension and the wilful rejection of 
truth. But when roused by the efforts of their Man- 
chester champion, Mr. Grundy, he refuted their errors 
with unsparing hand, in his * Letters on the Divine Per- 
son and Character of Jesus Christ.' 

He used to remark that most of the men of his time 
who were distinguished for scientific pursuits denied the 
Divinity of the Lord ; as Priestley, Watson, Milner, and 
Beddowes. Dr. Priestley, he said, believed that our 
Saviour was still living in obscurity upon the earth ; that 
he had so continued since his resurrection, and would 
shortly appear and conduct the Jews to Palestine. 

Watson, in adverting to the Duke of Grafton's reli- 
gious opinions, has disavowed Unitarianism. Mr. Clowes 
said, ^ his meaning was this : he was not a Socinian ; but 
he was an Arian. He told me, after reading a piece of 
mine on the sole Divinity of our Lord, that Scripture was 
with me ; but he was stopped by a metaphysical difficulty 
of his own, which he had taken from Locke. I gave the 
man credit for his feelings, in looking forward to the time 
when theological acrimony shall be swallowed up in 
evangelical charity.' 

Mr. Clowes thought Milner shallow, and fonder of 
dispute than of truth. ^ I was once,' said he, ' in com- 
pany with him and Wilberforce and some more at Hull, 
when the Collector of Customs called to ask Wilberforce 
about the construction of an Act of Parliament. Wilber- 
force n gave his opinion: Milner objected to it; and carp- 
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Ing at one word, then at another, he annoyed the Whole 
party for a full hour. A tiresome fellow I I heartily 
wished him further.' 

He had a different opinion of Milner's contemporary. 
Dr. Coulthurst, Vicar of Halifax, whom Watson cele- 
brates for having kept, with Milner, the best act in the 
Divinity Schools while he presided as Regius Professor. 
* Coulthurst and Milner — Arcades ambo.^ Mr. Clowes 
was fond of telling the following story. ^ The doctor 
was in the habit of reading Swedenborg, unknown to his 
wife, who was a staunch High Church woman. After a 
while his curate came to her in a bustle, with the infor- 
mation that the doctor read Swedenborg. Mrs. Coult- 
hurst, on her husband's return, told him what she had 
heard, with great concern. " Well, my dear I " said he, 
in a cheerful tone, " as you have found out the secret, I 
will give you four very good reasons for reading those 
works : in the first place, they teach me to know and 
love my God more than I did ; in the next, they enable 
me to understand the Bible as I never did before ; in the 
third place, they induce me to lead a more holy life ; and 
in the last (taking her by the hand), they make me love 
you better." ' 

With Coleridge, Mr. Clowes never came into direct 
personal communication. He refers to him in some of 
his letters,^ and once received a letter from him, which he 
produced at his weekly meeting. ^ If you will give me 
leave,' said he, * I will read it to you, for I am told it is 
very fine.' The reading was followed by a general silence, 
till a gentleman asked to have it read again ; which done, 
Mr. Clowes found the company still eyeing him with 
bewildered looks. As one of them afterwards said, they 
were * like the children of Israel at the first sight of the 
manna, they wist not what it was.^ Coleridge, though 

» See letter to Mr. Tiilk, April 22, 1824. 
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interested In some of Swedenborg's views, was too dreamy 
to accept them in their practical bearing on Kfe. The 
simplicity of the New Jerusalem doctrines, as Clowes re- 
marked, * was not in unison with the multiplicity of ideas 
floating in tumultuous discordance in the mind of the 
Philosopher-poet.' Coleridge would hardly have accepted 
Clowes's views, either on the power of the mere in- 
tellect in relation to divine subjects, or on the value of 
great conversational power. Mr. Clowes's observations 
were these : 

* Some have attempted to give a mathematical demon- 
stration of the Being and attributes of God ; but the 
mathematical proof is for the bodily senses ; the moral 
proof to the mind is much higher.' 

* It is a greater thing to hear well than to speak well ; 
and the reason is plain, because to hear well implies the 
exercise of the will and affections^ whereas to speak well 
implies only the exercise of the understanding and its 
thoughts. Whether is greater y he that sitteth at meat, or 
he that serveth f Is not he that sitteth at meat f ' 

An excellent feeling subsisted between Mr. Clowes and 
the Methodists. He valued them especially as pioneers to 
prepare the way, by an orderly conduct, for the reception 
of those heaven-descended truths, which he well knew 
could flourish only in unison with an orderly life. But 
on being asked his opinion on the general effect of their 
system, he said, * They have brought you out of tl^e land 
of Egypt into the house of bondage.' He had no relish 
for sour fruit. He remarked that the writings of Fletcher, 
of Madeley, ^ never could be read with satisfaction ; so 
much harshness and violence. He was a very pious man ; 
but too self-active ; yet he said the true medium was be- 
tween the driving Methodist and the still mystic. He had 
imbibed the Bomish idea of the excellence of celibacy, 
and never consummated his own marriage.' 
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The members of the Society of Friends who knew 
him personally entertained a high veneration for his cha- 
racter. I have heard him speak affectionately of them, 
without being deterred from noticing the points on which 
he thought their community had gone wrong. On the 
mention of a sentiment delivered by a female preacher, 
he agreed to its excellence, but added, ^ I wish those good 
ladies would tell their husbands what they have to say.' 
He thought the denial of the Holy Scriptures as The 
Word a capital error, for want of a just perception of the 
nature of Divine Truth ; and he considered the prohi- 
bition of various amusements a mistake as grave as if a 
man were to cut off his feet to prevent the danger of 
stumbling. He observed, that in the natural creation 
there was much to be found for ornament and diversion, 
as well as use : such things are necessary for our recre- 
ation ; man becomes dull and formal without them. ' Our 
amusements,' he continued, ^ like other gratifications of 
the senses, resemble the uses of the feet ; they rank low 
in the scale of existence, but are indispensable to the per- 
fect man.' 

These are the only peculiarities of the Friends on 
which I ever heard him open his mouth. To me he never 
mentioned the rites of Baptism and the Holy Supper, 
though his practice as well as his preaching showed 
his conviction of the value of those sacraments. He 
agreed with the Friends, that every meal may be a sacra- 
ment, if we are rightly disposed, and he probably felt that 
sentiment, when he not only held out no encouragement 
to me to quit the Society, but, on the contrary, advised 
another member who consulted him, to retain his mem- 
bership. 

For music he had a decided taste ; not only playing 
the organ, and singing sacred music, but relishing also a 
merry tune. He was convinced that music was a precious 
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^ft of Heaven, and intended as a means to excite good 
affections. He had himself been once raised from the 
depth of despondency by its means, when others had 
failed. After he had become deaf, observing a lady at 
the piano, as he entered the room, he enquired what she 
was playing ? * I am playing,' said she, ^ " See the Con- 
quering Hero comes." What is your idea. Sir, of a con- 
queror ? ' After a moment's reflection, he replied, * One 
who overcomes self.' * Then,' said she, * you are that 
conqueror.' He cast his eyes on the ground, pained by 
the praise, and in a subdued tone, rejoined, * I should not 
like to be such a conqueror as the Duke of Wellington.' 

His chief source of regret at the loss of hearing was 
his inability to distinguish any longer the varied tones of 
the voice, which were to him particularly interesting, as 
conveying the affection of the speaker, but which inevi- 
tably lost this characteristic when raised above the natural 
pitch. On the other hand he had the comfort, as he said^ 
of not hearing a great deal of nonsense. 

He regarded hunting as of heavenly origin ; the love 
of it having been implanted in order to clear the earth of 
noxious animals, for the habitation and support of the 
human race. * Ah I ' added he, ^ I fear few men hunt 
now with any such intention.' His own way of enjoying 
the sport was as different as he was from a common 
sportsman. In his last great undertaking, the translation 
of the Psabns, with notes, and extracts from the writings 
of Swedenborg, much diligent research was required to 
procure all the desired information from those voluminous 
works. When his day's labour had been crowned with 
success, he would tell his evening party, that he had had a 
prosperous morning's chase, and had brought home plenty 
of game. 

He held that theatrical entertainments, like every- 
thing else, ought to be judged, not from their abuse but 
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from their use, if properly conducted ; and he was inclined 
to believe that under right management they might be 
made a means of encouraging moral virtue and discourag- 
ing vice, if not of promoting the cause of religion. He 
strongly objected therefore to that unqualified censure of 
the Stage, which was usual amongst religious people, and 
which would lead to its destruction, and rather recom- 
mended such a purification and reformation as would 
make it a theatre of public instruction. How little he 
approved of its actual state may be gathered from the 
following letter written from Manchester in December 
1804:— 

* We have had here of late, I know not what to call 
him — whether enchanter, or magician, or both — com- 
monly known by the name of Young Koscius ; who has 
so far succeeded in his powers of fascination, as to gain an 
entire ascendancy over the minds and bodies and purses 
of almost every description of persons in this large town 
and neighbourhood. At the place where he exhibits, it 
was at once awful and astonishing to see the mob on the 
outside fighting and tearing each other to pieces for 
places; whilst the most delicate ladies, in the inside, 
during his performance, had forgotten that they had lost 
their shoes and other articles of dress ; the most learned 
and in other respects sensible men resigning their affec- 
tions and judgments to his nod ; that it might be thought 
he was some angel come down from heaven to teach 
lessons of the most sublime wisdom. What the end of all 
this incantation will be, it is difficult to say ; but certainly 
the beginning is not very favourable, and one cannot help 
lamenting and regarding it as no very auspicious token 
of the state of the public mind, that mimicry should be so 
successful in doing mischief, by depriving men of their 
senses, women of their delicacy, the poor of their pittance, 
many of their health, and all of their precious time. And 

I 2 
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for what ? To see a boy of thirteen years of age strut 
the stage and gesticulate ! Alas, my dear Sir ! when I 
see and hear these things, I cannot but weep oyer the 
follies and foibles of my fellow-creatures ; and recollecting 
at the same time another extraordinary Child about the 
same age, who, when twelve years old, went into the 
Temple, and was there found in the midst of the doctors, 
both hearing and asking them questions, I say to myself, 
how much happier, and wiser, and cheaper would it be for 
mankind to attend to this Child I And how sadly must 
they be fallen from a sense and perception of the True, 
who prefer the magic of the former I ' 

At the Hawkstone Meeting, as might be expected, 
Mr. Clowes was the life of the company, keeping up the 
spirit of the proceedings by the smartness of his sallies, 
no less than by the depth and originality of his more 
substantial remarks. * This is excellent tea,' said one of 
the party to the lady who was presiding, and who had 
lately been Mr. Clowes's companion and housekeeper. 

* Yes,' said he, giving her a significant look, ^ Mrs. U. 
makes very good tea — at an inn.' Then, recollecting 
that he might be thought to have gone too far, he added, 

* Aye, and in her own house too.' He spoke with great 
delight of the songs and hymns sung by the party in 
Hawkstone Park, while the cattle gathered round them 
in a ring. 

Amongst the celebrated characters who had visited 
and extolled the scenery of Hawkstone was Dr. Samuel 
Johnson; of whom Mr. Clowes observed, 

* Dr. Johnson only took a view of the gloomy side of 
human nature : he did not view it in its connection with 
the Deity and another world ; yet he always seemed to 
have the desire of good, and the desire of good is good. 
Men of his uncommon talents are like men of extra- 
ordinary height who are shown about as a sight : all are 
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gazing at them ; but surely they can enjoy no satisfac- 
tion from that. It is equality that constitutes comfort.' 

From Hawkstone he usually either went to some 
watering-place for the benefit of his health, or made a 
series of visits to his friends in Gloucestershire and else- 
where, who looked forward with intense interest to his 
coming. Wherever he went, his visits excited enquiry 
beyond the personal circle of his friends, and he readily 
gave opportunities for satisfying it, by going into society. 
But it was not everybody that he could talk to. ' We 
are differently affected,' he used to observe, ^ in different 
companies. The celestials appear to know nothing, while 
they impart to you all their wisdom : there are others 
who deprive you of all you know — spiritual robbers I ' 
He would say to some congenial listener, * You will go 
with me this afternoon ? I want somebody to talk to, 
and I can talk to the rest of the company through you.' 
In the midst of one of these interesting conversations, a 
little boy, who had quietly crept to Mr. Clowes's chair 
and gradually got between his knees, looked full in his 
face, riveted by his discourse. * Well 1 my little fellow,' 
said he, on observing him, and patting him on the head, 
* and what can I do for you ? Ha 1 ' he continued, ^ that 
is just what the angels will say to us, when we first set 
foot in heaven. They will come to us in flocks, with, 
*^ Well, my little fellow, and what can we do for you ? " ' 

Mr. Clowes's belief in the existence of angels, and 
their instrumentality in the Divine Providence over 
human affairs, was not the mere sentiment of a creed. 
It was real, rational, and practical. He believed that 
particular angels were appointed, from their special fitness, 
to minister to particular persons and societies of men. 
Travelling in company with a friend towards Nantwich, 
he was observed to be rapt in deep thought. When his 
xneditation was over his friend enquired what had been its 
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subject. He replied that every town is under the care of 
some particular angel, specially appointed for that ser- 
vice, and when he came in sight of Nantwich, he had 
prayed that during their stay there they might both be 
under the protection of the angel of the town of Nant- 
wich. If anyone imagines that in this prayer there was 
a dash of Boman Catholic superstition, he may ask him- 
self, whether that, and other superstitions, may not be 
mistaken and perverted forms of truth, rather than base- 
less fabrications. If angels cannot be employed in human 
protection, even in external danger, what is to be con- 
cluded from our Saviour's words in extremity, * Thinkest 
thou that I cannot now pray to my Father^ and he shall 
presently give me more than twelve legions of angels ? ' 
(Matt. xxvi. 63.) 

' It is well,' he observed, on a different occasion, * to 
consider how man should conduct himself towards his 
attendant angels. To disregard them is wrong ; and yet 
we are not to exalt them. This would be repulsive to 
them, as giving them the honour due to the Lord alone. 
We ought to consider them as our kind friends, who are 
instruments in the hands of the Lord. When they are 
able to manifest themselves externally, it will always be 
for the purpose of exalting the Lord and His Holy 
Word.' 

In the like spirit, he remarked of social intercourse, 
' We should behave to each other as the angels behave 
to each other. They increase our joy, and we increase 
theirs, by obedience and love. We may increase their 
joy, but we cannot cause them sorrow ; because when we 
turn to evil, we leave them abd get into other company.' 

At Stroud, a knowledge of the New Doctrines had 
been introduced as early as 1788, by a sermon preached 
in the Methodist meeting-house. The discourse made so 
great a sensation that some of the audience reported that 
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an angel from heaven had come to tell them things they 
had never heard of before. * Aye,' said the preacher, 
* and before twelve months are over the same people will 
make me out the very reverse.' And this, accordingly, 
came to pass, as soon as their own preachers discovered 
the channel of the * angel's ' inspiration. 

Some years afterwards Mr. Clowes preached in the 
parish church, on the Sole Divinity of the Lord ; and 
was followed in the afternoon by the resident clergyman, 
who, choosing the same subject, contradicted all that had 
been advanced in the morning. Of course Mr. Clowes 
did not again oflFer to preach at Stroud ; but, at his next 
visit, when the same clergyman recognised him in a pew, 
he was unable to proceed with the service, broke down, 
and had to leave the church. 

Which, if any, of the printed sermons gave offence 
on this occasion, does not appear ; but there is one dated 
1809, to which the following note is appended : — 

* The author having reason to suspect that the offence 
taken at this sermon, during the time of its being preached, 
was grounded on his exaltation of the Christian Re- 
deemer to Divine Supremacy, as here stated, begs leave 
to call to his reader's recollection some of those passages 
in the Sacred Scriptures where this supremacy is more 
distinctly pointed out.' He then quotes Isaiah xliii. 11, 
14 ; ix. 6 ; and many other passages from the Prophets 
and Gospels, and refers for the further discussion of the 
subject to his * Letters to the Christian Observer.' 

The offence, in this instance, was an illustration, and 
by no means an unfrequent one, of the truth of what 
Swedenborg says of the little book that John was told to 
eat (Rev. x. 9, 10), viz., that the acknowledgment of the 
Lord as the Saviour and Redeemer is easy and pleasant ; 
but to own Him as the God of heaven and earth, and His 
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Humanity as Divine, is unpleasant and difficult, because 
of the false doctrine of faith alone. 

The scenery of the Stroud valley was so exhilarating 
to Mr. Clowes, that, looking at the grand view from the 
top of Kodborough Hill, he once exclaimed in transport, 
^ Can anyone die here ? ' His keen relish for fresh air 
and fine, fertile country scenery, was, no doubt, kept in 
full intensity by occasional and moderate gratification, in 
the intervals of his long residence in Manchester. 

Sometimes he continued his journey to London and 
Brighton ; enjoying at the latter place the company of a 
widow lady of distinguished conversational powers, and 
who had a remarkably happy way of imparting a know- 
ledge of the subjects handled by Swedenborg. He used 
to say of this lady, that she was * a most intelligent and 
worthy woman, but too fond of talking about her spiritual 
conflicts, as though they were more grievous than other 
people's. We have each of us to go through just as much 
as we can bear.' 

^ Man,' said he, on another occasion, ^ has nothing to 
complain of. He has equal advantages in any state of 
the Church : if the opposition to good is great, the help is 
great too.' 

He held St. Paul's doctrine of Predestination to be 
true, in the sense that every man is bom for a particular 
kind of happiness, adapted to his individual capacity, and 
that he cannot exchange it for another. The apostle 
describes the Church of Christ as a human form, and to 
fill a place in some one of its members every man is bom. 
' They who are in the feet,' said Mr. Clowes, * cannot 
pass into the head ; but they may advance to the celestial 
degree in the feet ; they may reach their inmost or third 
heaven. If, then, we are principled in charity, we shall 
enter into and enjoy the good of all others ; as the least 
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part of the body enjoys the good of the whole. It will be 
impossible to envy those who are higher.' 

In the family of his widowed friend and correspondent 
his visits were times of great and mutual delight. The 
children loved him as they would an indulgent grand- 
father, and no schoolboys ever looked forward to the 
holidays with more eagerness than his youthful disciples 
did to his coming. After his bodily departure he seemed 
to remain with them for several days, so vividly was his 
presence in spirit felt. 

His delight in children was everywhere the same. 
He felt the heavenly influence more freely through them 
than through their elders. At one place he was an inmate 
of a large family ; and there, on the nursery floor, sur- 
rounded by the youngsters, boys and girls, would he play 
and romp and laugh, like one of themselves. * Now 
John, what a beautiful set of teeth you have I and here is 
your poor old godfather, without a single tooth in his 
head I ' * Sir,' said the boy, ^ you shall have mine — take 
them every one.' 

* How can you make such an uproar, children ? ' said 
the mother, coming into the room, * Mr. Clowes will not 
be able to bear it.' 

* Oh I it's delightful,' said he, * delightful music ; pray 
don't interrupt us — go away — go away ! ' 

Such was John Clowes, in whom the wisdom of inno- 
cence and the innocence of wisdom were displayed in a 
degree rarely attained in this mortal life, and to whom 
the poet's lines may be truly applied: — 

In him I've seen — what joy to see I 

In divinest union blended, 
An infant child's simplicity 

By a sage's strength attended. 
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CHAPTER X. 

CORRESFOXDE^XE, POETRY, TRACTS. 

1808—1814. 

The summer of 1808 found Mr. Clowes again at Hawk- 
stone, where a document was received, containing ten 
proposab from a Conference, held at Birmingham, of ^ re^ 
cipients of the Heavenly Doctrines of the Lord's New 
Church, who are separated from the Establishment.' 
These proposals were designed to bring about a more 
harmonious co-operation between the separated and non- 
separated societies, and were, with very slight modifica- 
tion, cordially accepted by the Hawkstone Meeting. It 
was resolved unanimously, that those who had thought it 
right to separate from the Established Church, and other 
old forms of worship, should be regarded as ^ Brethren, 
and as persons who think it their duty to stand forward 
publicly in the cause of Divine Truth, and for the esta- 
blishment of the Lord's New Church upon earth.' The 
seventh proposal was also * entirely approved of: ' that 
' By being thus united, and their efforts combined, it is 
conceived much good may be done, and that they would 
be as a guard upon each other, watching over each other 
in love ; so that should the one lean too much to the 
Establishment, and fall into improprieties or errors there ; 
or should the other carry their zeal too high, and manifest 
gome disorders and irregularities in the early stages of 
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their separation, the one would be instrumental in cor- 
recting what is wrong in the other, and great would be 
the advantages of their union^ 

The Meeting this year was a small one, only eleven 
gentlemen being present. Amongst them was Mr. 
Samuel Dawson, who had attended also the previous 
meetings, but whose name does not appear again. 

After the Hawkstone Meeting Mr. Clowes proceeded 
to the North, feeling himself * powerfully constrained to 
visit some of the clergy,' who had earnestly solicited his 
company, ' with a view to obtaining a further acquaint- 
ance with the New Doctrines, which,' he says, ^ they 
have begun to read with affection and interest.' In the 
letter containing this statement he goes on to say, * It 
will give you pleasure to hear that the New Doctrines 
are spreading amongst all ranks and orders in society, 
both clergy and laity. In the course of last month I 

spent a charming fortnight with my friend Mr. H , 

who married a sister of the Earl of Derby, and both he 
and his lady, and a numerous family of young ladies and 
gentlemen, are devout receivers of the New Jerusalem 
verities.' 

The family, no doubt, received with delight, as well 
as respect, the pious and happy sentiments of their 
honoured guest ; but the effect was too much like that of 
a popular sermon or missionary conversion, to be a sub- 
ject for much congratulation. It is, however, possible 
that the New Church may be commenced, and may even 
make progress, without any formal and definite acknow- 
ledgment of its doctrines. 

One of Mr. Clowes's visits on this northern tour was 
paid to his old friend Dr. Watson, the Bishop of Llan- 
daff, at his seat on the banks of Windermere. Here his 
love of fine scenery was raised to the highest pitch, and 
found expression in the following lines : — 
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What means this Tision oi eiciiazituig bfias ? 
Whence eomee diia aucred awe that fiUa the aonl? 
Is it that moantains, vatas. rocks^ and -vooils 
Have power to operate on mimi. ami farmL 
A new cTRatioa in its deep recess ? 
Or shall we saj. that Fancy in her loom^ 
With magic skill, and art mTstonoaa^ weaTas 
Sweet images of beaotj. and thus moves 
Admiring man to wonder and delight > 

Begone the vain Philosophj which this 
To wuUter gires pre-«mineneev to death 
Ascribes the power of lifty or — Ibolish thought ! — 
Wonld set Ima^imatiim on the throne 
Of God, to make and modify men's jojs ! 

And come, £ur Spirit of Eternal Trutk, 
Thon child of Hearen, thon light and life of men ! 
Teach ns to see that Beantj, Bliss, and Peace 
Are all thj woi^onanship, the pure effect 
Of thine abode in man, and that whatever 
Of harmon J and elegance combined 
In Natnre*8 scenes affects th* attentire sonl. 
Is bat a transcript of thine excellence. 
Designed bj the Almiohtt to portray 
The glories of His Ejngdom, and thus raise 
From earth fo heaven the humble and derout. 
Who, by thy light illumined, see this world 
Transparent, and in all its raried forms 
Delight to trace the features of a God. 

Fombiy the same journey may have suggested his 
reflections on facility of composition. He says, ^ Writing 
is like travelling over a mountainous country. When 
you write by sheer exertion of thoughty the effort is labo- 
riouSy the ideas come with difficulty, and you feel ex- 
hausted. You are endeavouring to climb to good by dint 
of mere truths which being contrary to the order of 
Divine influence, begets pain. At other times the affec^ 
tions are excited ; your work is then easy and delightful, 
and the thoughts flow spontaneously. You are descend- 
ing, in the order of Divine influence ; good influences 
truth.* 

Mr. Clowes has the credit of translating the following 
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lines written by the Duchess d'Angoul6me, and left at 
an inn : — 

Dieu senl ! en faut-il d'avantage ? 

A tout pourquoi joindre le rien ? 
Content de cet heureux partage, 

Mon coeur ne veut pas d'autre bien. 
Que rien jamais ne me separe 

De ses doux et chastes appas ! 
Un cceur n'est-il pas trop avare 

Quand Dieu seul ne lui suffit pas ? 

The translation is this : — 

God is, and only is ; what need we more ? 
Why add mere nothing to a boundless store ? 
Content with such reality of bliss, 
My heart desires no higher good than this. 
Oh ! may that heart still to its Maker true, 
His sweet and chaste attractive love pursue ! 
Where God is not esteem'd sufficient gain, 
Is any proof of avarice more plain ! 

He again writes to Ms widowed friend under date 

* Manchester: April 1809. 

* My dear Madam, — Your account of yourself and 
family is most gratifying, and I doubt not but that the 
Divine Providence, in which you trust, will mercifully 
extend its blessings and protection to you and them ; for 
the greater our necensities are, and the nearer and more 
operative is that eternal mercy of the Great and Holy 
God, which finds its chief gratification in relieving 
human wants, whether of the body, or soul, or both. To 
that mercy, then, I devoutly commit you, from a full 
conviction that whilst you continue to confide in it, you 
will want no manner of thing that is good. 

* I am much delighted, too, with your account of your 
visit at Court, and pleased beyond measure to discover so 
much genuine piety where one would least expect it. 
You do not say whether you communicated any of our 
enlightened Author's works to the young Princesses. 
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Perhaps it might not be prudent ; but still it appears to 
me that their piety might possibly be confirmed by such 
communication. I shall esteem it a particular favour to 
be indulged with what further intelligence you may 
receive on the interesting subject.' 

In this year was written the delightful tract, * Para- 
dise Lost and Regained,' dated * St. John's Parade, 
May 1, 1809.' It is one of the following set published 
in two small volumes, containing * The Pastor's New 
Year's Gift,' * Short Dialogues on Religious Subjects,* 
* A Picture of the Broad and Narrow Way,' * The 
Caterpillars and the Gooseberrybush/ ^The Rainbow, 
or the Tokeii of God's Covenant with his People,' * The 
Mysterious Ladder, or Jacob's Dream,' ^The Young 
iPrince,' * Paradise Lost and Regained,' * An Explana- 
tion of the Church Catechism,' ^ The Golden Wedding 
Ring,' and * The True End and Design of the Holy 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper.' 

Though the dialogues of * Young Samuel ' and his 
father are carried on in phraseology quaint and unnatural 
to the youth of this irreverent ^d flippant age, they are 
full of spiritual instruction for both young and old ; and 
the instruction is made clearer by the method of question 
and answer, however tedious that may be to impatient 
readers. These tracts are not written for idle amuse- 
ment; they are addressed to thoughtful minds, earnest in 
seeking heavenly knowledge. To such they are delight- 
ful reading ; filling the mind with happy thoughts and 
feelings, which do not pass away. * The Golden Wed- 
ding Ring' is an ^attempt to restore Marriage to its 
primitive sanctity, purity, and bliss,' by showing its 
intimate connection with Religion and the highest of 
human affections, and its distinction from the base earthly 
connections too often degrading its sacred name. The 
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author's poetic vein contributes a short poem on 
* Wedded Love,' commencing thus : — 

See how the rosy-bosom*d Spring 

Decks with fresh charms yon verdant grove ; 
The wedded birds on buoyant wing 

Obey the welcome voice of love. 
In partnership of dear delight, 

Each busy task of use they share, 
And sweetest songs, from mom to night, 

The rapture of their hearts declare. 

But when fierce Winter strips the plain, 

And desolation lowers around, 
No wanton wing, no sportive strain. 

No mutual bliss of life is found. 
Scar'd by the storm, each feather'd mate 

Forgets the bliss so late pursued ; 
And Nature mourns her alter'd state 

In sad and silent solitude. 

Not so with man I his flame of love. 

True to the Source from whence it sprung. 
Still seeks its essence from above, 

And glows with life for ever young. 
The clouds and frowns of angry skies, 

The checks that wintry sorrows give. 
Are helps, by which its fervours rise, 

Are deaths, by which its pleasures live. 

Another and still more remarkable tract or treatise 
was published in this year, namely, that on Science, It 
describes ^ the birth of Science ' from the affection of 
knowing: its growth^ extent^ degrees^ and genera '^ its 
ascent and purification ; its use and abuse ; to whom it 
belongs ; its order and disorder ; its blessing and curse^ and 
its glorification. It treats of vain science, false and true 
science ; borrowed science, and proper science ; of living 
science and dead science, and on the end of science. 

^ Everything is living or alive which has connection 
with the life of God, which is love and charity ; and 
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everything is dead which is separated from that con* 
nection.' 

^ The birth or beginning of science is from GoD, 
because it is from that affection which God inspires, con- 
tinually and every moment, into the mind of man. And 
as the beginning of science is thus eternal and divine, so 
likewise as its end ; because whatsoever comes from GoD 
must needs come for the accomplishment of His purpose or 
intention, and the purpose or intention of GoD must needs 
be divine and eternal. But the purpose or intention of 
God, in all cases, is manifestly this, to communicate 
blessedness to all His creatures, according to the degree 
in which they are capable of receiving it, consequently 
to conduct them to conjunction with Himself, since no 
creature can be blessed but according to the degree of 
that conjunction. The end of science, then, is evidently 
to lead man to conjunction with his GoD, and in so doing 
to make him an angel, capable of enjoying everlasting 
happiness in the kingdom of heaven.' 

The style of this treatise is wonderfully easy, as if 
the matter had flowed, without interruption or eflFort, from 
beginning to end ; and such was the fact : it is one of those 
remarkable productions of the writer's pen, which, he says, 
were written without any exertion of his own mind. The 
present instance, however, and one to be noticed here* 
after, differ from the sermons and some other writings in 
the manner of their communication. The author was 
riding on horseback between York and Market Weigh- 
ton, when a book was suddenly presented to his mind, 
which he read through before he reached his inn. On 
alighting, he had only time to write down the heads of the 
different sections, and was then obliged to continue his 
journey to Hull, where he hoped to commit the whole to 
paper before it faded from his memory. He had, how- 
ever, no opportunity of doing so till a considerable time 
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afterwards; when the subject recurred to his mind so 
clearly, that he was able to write out the book, word 
for word. Such was the authorship of the * Treatise on 
Science.' 

The summer of 1810 found him at Plas-newydd, in 
Denbighshire, from which place he wrote, on the 29th 
June, to the lady already so often addressed : — 

* The multiplicity of business and engagements, in 
which I always find myself immersed during my residence 
in Manchester, has hitherto prevented my replying to 
your very interesting favour of February 24. Being now 
removed from that region of bustle, into a situation which 
leaves me more at my own disposal, I avail myself of the 
earliest opportunity of thanking you for your friendly 
communications and kind invitation.' He then explains 
that he is unequal to a journey so far as his friend's 
abode, and that, being recommended warm sea-bathing, 
* as the only means for securing to his exhausted and 
feeble constitution the small remnant of its powers and 
vigour,' he has resorted to Plas-newydd for that purpose. 
He then continues : 

* Next Monday I propose setting out to join the party 
at Hawkstone ; and on my return from that place on 
Saturday, hope to remain stationary here for two months 
longer. 

* The account of your visit at Windsor charms me, and 
I feel particularly obliged by your being so minute on the 
subject. I am delighted also with the picture of your own 
dear family, which excites a desire to see you almost too 
strong for my weak nerves to support, under the idea that 
it cannot be gratified. But I endeavour to submit to the 
arrangements of that Merciful Providence, which compels 
even our infirmities to fulfil its own gracious purposes, 
and which from the disappointment of our own fond wishes, 
frequently opens the sources of our purest- joys.' 

K 



130 LIFE OF THE EBV. JOHN CLOWES. 

The following year, he writes to the same friend, from 
Manchester, March 27 : — 

* You are kind enough to urge again, with all your 
usual earnestness, your request to see me once more and 
that I must become your guest. Be assured, my excel- 
lent friend, that nothing would afford me more heartfelt 
gratification, and rest satisfied, that it is iny present fixed 
purpose to indulge myself, in this instance, after the 
Meeting at Hawkstone. But allow me to hint, at the 
same time, that the execution of my purpose will depend 
on the state of my health, which for some years past has 
been so indifferent in the summer months as to render sea- 
air and sea-bathing absolutely necessary.' 

The long desired visit was accomplished, and on his 
return, he writes from Abergele as follows : — 

^ Penetrated with a deep sense of the Divine Mercy 
and Providence, in having been blessed and protected 
during my long journey from your town to this place, I 
take the earliest opportunity after my arrival here, of 
complying with your kind wish to hear some account of 
my peregrinations. The heat of thie weather was for a 
few days almost insupportable, and the dust of five coun- 
ties, with which I found myself covered on my arrival at 
Shrewsbury, called into exercise the largest share of my 
patience and submission. But the recollection of the 
kindness of the friends whom I had left behind me, and of 
those towards whom I was approaching, was a sweet anti- 
dote to every annoyance, and convinced me how much 
fatigue and labour the body can bear, when supported by 
the remembrance of those we love, and by a sense of 
gratitude for all their attentiops. At Stroud I had the 
pleasure of being introduced to some new acquaintances — 

a Mr. and Mrs. O., and Mr. , the curate of the parish. 

The former are people of considerable property, pious, 
sensible, and interesting, who have had the resolution to 
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quit the gaieties of fashionable Kfe in London^ that they 
may be at liberty to enjoy the more satisfactory grati- 
fication of peace and retirement in the enchanting scenery 
of Kodborough Vale. The latter is a zealous clergyman 
of the Calvinistic class, but moderate and mild, and who 
appears to exalt the spirit of charity above all the distinc- 
tions resulting from opinion, speculation and doctrine.' 
The same day he writes to a gentleman at Stroud : — 

* Agreeable to your kind request, I am happy to in- 
form you that through the blessing of the Divine Provi- 
dence, I arrived safe and well at this place yesterday. 
The weather indeed was uncommonly warm, and the 
roads were dusty; but these annoyances only called 
forth the exercise of patience and submission, and this, in 
the end, promoted good. So it is that in the great 
journey of human life, all its troubles and inconveniences, 
whether arising from the heat of our passions, or from the 
dust of those corruptions which we tread under our feet, 
are converted by our Most Merciful Lord into the means 
of our final purification, whilst we continue to travel on 
in the ways of His Divine humility, charity, self-denial^ 
and resignation. 

* At Gloucester, I had the pleasure of passing a very 
agreeable half hour with Mrs. M. and her amiable 
daughter, but this was the only society I enjoyed during 
my journey from Stroud to this place ; excepting that 
spiritual association to which the mind is always introduced 
by self-recollection; which is nothing else but an opening 
of its intellectual eye to that eternal world and those 
eternal beings with which it is ever in close connection, 
whether aware of it or not. What a wonderful circum- 
stance is this I and what a proof of the mercy of our God, 
and of our immortality, that we live thus in two worlds at 
one and the same time, and that as our bodily senses 
enable us to communicate with the beings and things of 

K 2 
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this world, so our mental perceptions confer the same 
ability in regard to the more important, and I will add, 
the more real beings and things of the other world I Oh, 
that we may never forget and never neglect to profit by 
this distinguishing privilege of our nature, and signal 
mark of Divine loving kindness ! ' 

Next month he writes from Manchester to his widowed 
friend : 

^ Since I last wrote to you I have visited Liverpool, 
where I found a great increase of friends who receive the 
New Doctrines, and was exceedingly gratified with their 
society. 

^ It gives me pleasure to hear that you have read the 
Memoirs of Klopstock ; because I am sure you would 
be highly gratified by the account of the true conjugal 
love and life which united him and his Meta. Alas! 
when will marriage be restored to its proper state of 
purity and bliss ? Never — till man is wise to consult 
again the Divine love and wisdom, and to submit himself 
entirely to the guidance and control of those eternal 
principles.' 

This, perhaps, set his thoughts flowing on the subject, 
for ^The Golden Wedding Ring' was produced this year. 

He again writes to the same lady, under date 

'Manchester: November 9, 181 1^ 

' My dear Madam, — It gives me particular pleasure 
to find that the New Doctrines are making their way in 
the Island of Jersey. I have in my possession a copy of 
the French work you mention containing the first four 
chapters of the Theology, and I have also a copy of the 
^^ Heavenly Doctrines of the New Jerusalem," translated 
into French by M. Chastanier, and likewise a copy of 
my own " Dialogues on the Writings," translated into 
French i)y Mr. Gomm, brother-in-law of Lord Malmes- 



Li-ji 



COREESPONDENCE. 133 

bury, all of which I would gladly send to Mr. , if I 

knew how to direct them^ and if they would bear the 
expense of carriage. 

* It was also highly gratifying to me to be informed 
of the attention still paid you by the Royal Family, and I 
hope it is your intention to accept at Christmas the 
Queen's invitation ; for how can you tell what comfort 
she may derive from your society at this trying period ? 
The King, I fear, is past all hope of recovery ; but still I 
trust he is happy, as the Princess Mary expresses it, in a 
world of his own. How mysterious, in many cases, are 
the ways of the Divine Providence ! 

* To your dear children say everything for me most 
aflFectionate, and tell dear John that I hope it will not be 
long before I shall come^br my teeth.^ With a thousand 
loves and kisses to them all,' &c. 

To the same lady he again writes : — 

* March 13, 1812. 

* Your account of the Family at Windsor was most 
interesting, and I cannot but rejoice in thinking that 
whatever gratification you might derive from your visit 
to them, they on their part would be reciprocally affected. 
.Their cross is, indeed, a heavy one ; but still I have the 
faith to believe that it is exactly fitted to their shoulders, 
and that no other could so well answer the purpose. For 
great and distinguished excellences, in all cases, require 
great and distinguished trials to preserve them from the 
defilement of that inordinate self-love which is alike 
common to us all ; and I am much inclined to believe that 
the more sublime the virtue is, so much the more severely 
is it tried, on all occasions. We have nothing, therefore, 
to complain of in regard to our several crosses, since they 

> See p. 121. 
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are sure and Infallible proofs, at all times, that a Divine 
hand is at work, under the influence of Divine love, 
which will not suffer us to defile the gifts which it has 
been pleased to bestow upon us, by appropriating them 
to ourselves, instead of humbly and thankfully acknow- 
ledging the bounty from which they flow. 

* Mr. will be the bearer of three French books, 

which you will please deliver to Mr. with my 

kindest remembrances ; and also of a small tract entitled 
the " Golden Wedding Ring," which you will have the 
goodness to deliver in my name, and with my best love, 
to your eldest daughter. How I long to see dear John 
in his new and royal jacket I I would tell him, however, 
that his own dear innocence is a far richer and more 
princely covering than any which the powers of this world 
can bestow.' 

On June 30 he again writes, reluctantly declining an 
invitation to revisit his friend and her interesting family, 
and substituting a proposal that she, and some friends she 
had wished him to meet, should put themselves into a 
post-chaise and join the happy party at Hawkstone the 
following Monday. * The thought of finding such an 
addition to the party would give me new wings. I en- 
treat you, then, to take this proposal into serious con- 
sideration, and to canvass it, not merely as a scheme of 
pleasure or individual comfort, but as a plan calculated 
to promote the interests and prosperity of the Lord's 
glorious church and kingdom. 

* On my return from Hawkstone, I must visit Win- 
wick, where my friend the rector lies at present danger- 
ously ill. From Winwick I propose going to Liverpool 
for about a fortnight, and from Liverpool to Abergele, 
my usual summer residence for sea-bathing.' 

In the summer of 1812 was published, at the request 
of the congregation, a volume of sermons on the Parable 
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of the Marriage of the King's Son^ making the fourth 
volume of Mr. Clowes's published sermons. The first two 
volumes appeared as early as the year 1796, and contain 
the sermons on a True Faith, on the Householder and 
the Labourers in the Vineyard, and others. The volume 
on the Call and Deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt 
was published in 1803. All these sermons are admirably 
adapted for introducing strangers to a knowledge of the 
Divine sanctity and spiritual meaning of the Holy Bible. 
There is a simplicity, and at the same time a depth of 
meaning, pervaded by fervent piety and an entire absence 
of any effort to show the preacher's own gifts, that com- 
bine to give a value to Clowes's sermons seldom found in 
equal degree elsewhere. They supply abundant matter 
for reflection and self-examination, and never weary the 
reader or exhaust the subject. 

About this time a circumstance occurred, worthy of 
mention, as tending to illustrate the influence which Mr. 
Clowes exercised over the receivers of the New Doctrines 
in his day. In January, 1812, had appeared the first 
number of the ^ Intellectual Repository.' The second 
number, for April, contained a paper by Mr. Robert 
Hindmarsh, on the Miracle of Cloven Tongues (Acts 
ii.), in which he contended that the Apostles really 
spoke in a variety of different languages; thus placing 
the seat of the miracle in the Apostles themselves. In 
the following number a reply appeared from the pen of 
Mr. George Haworth, arguing that the whole circum- 
stance took place in the spiritual state, and that the lan- 
guage which each individual believed to be his own, was 
the language of spirits. In the number for October, Mr. 
Hindmarsh replied; and to the number for April, 1813, 
Mr. Haworth contributed a second paper on the subject. 
The controversy had proceeded thus far, when at one of 
the Manchester coffee meetings Mr. Hindmarsh gave an 
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account of the progress and state of the question, and 
announced his intention of again replying to Mr. Haworth. 
Mr. Clowes then rose from his seat, and, laying his hands 
on Mr. Hindmarsh's shoulders, said, ^ My dear Mr. 
Hindmarsh, you are wrong this time.' Not another 
syllable did Mr. Hindmarsh write or utter on the miracle 
of the cloven tongues. 

Continuing our selections from his correspondence, we 
find, under date Manchester, March 26, 1813, the 
following : — 

^ What you say of the Royal Family, and particularly 
of the King, is most affecting, and presents us with many 
edifying and important lessons. For, how conyincing is 
it, that no station here below is exempt from trial and 
trouble, and that neither the bars nor the guards even of 
a palace, can keep out affliction I How convincing is it 
also, that even in the depths of human misery, the 
Divine Mercy can be present, and instil its sacred conso- 
lations I I have no doubt in my own miad, that the King 
is kept in some mysterious communication with invisible 
beings, who, under the Divine Providence, are ordained 
to administer to his comfort in the present disordered state 
of his intellectual mind. 

* You will see that my pen has not been idle, having 
been employed in writing against the doctrines of the 
Unitarians, and also in the explanation of all the Parables 
contained in St. Matthew's Gospel. It is my intention, 
when I next visit you (which through the Divine mercy 
I hope to do in July next), to bring along with me a 
copy of the former publication for yourself, and of the 
latter for your dear children.' 
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To Charles Augustus Tulk, Esq, 

* Manchester: March 22, 1813. 

*My dear Sir, — At the quarterly meeting of our 
Society, held on Friday last, it was resolved unanimously 
that as your venerable father has declined accepting the 
office of President of the next Hawkstone Meeting, to 
which he was appointed at the last Meeting, it would be 
highly gratifying to the friends who assemble at that 
Meeting if you could be prevailed upon to take the 
chair. 

^ I am aware that there is something unreasonable in 
the expectation of your accepting an office which will 
call you so far from home, and introduce you into a 
society of people to whom you are an entire stranger. 
But I am aware also that in addressing myself to you, I 
am addressing one who will make little account of the 
distanee of space which stands between him and an act of 
eminent usefulness to the Lord's New Church, and that 
in regard to your being a stranger^ this is not the fact, 
since you are already well known, if not personally ^ in a 
way far more real and substantial, to all the gentlemen 
who usually compose the Meeting in question. Besides, 
you know better than most other men, that in the 
Lord's New Church and JSingdom, all are brethren^ and 
consequently known to each other as the most intimate 
friends and acquaintance. It is on these grounds that I 
indulge the hope, that you will have the great goodness 
to comply with the joint wishes of the Society and 
myself, and that you will take an early opportunity of 
making your compliance known to us.* 

Mr. C. A. Tulk seems to have been unable to comply 
with the Society's wishes. Mr. Clowes soon afterwards 
writes : — 
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To the Rev. W. Agutter, — Lo/ndotu 

* Manchester: May 11, 1813. 

* My Tcry dear Friend, — I accept with delight and 
thankfulness your congratulations on the glad prospect of 
seeing the family of the Tulks next year at Hawkstone, 
and though fourteen months is a long portion of time for 
an old man to look forward to, yet I will hope and trust 
in the Divine Providence, that if it be the Divine will, I 
may be permitted to enjoy so peculiar a gratification. It 
would be a great addition to my )oj on the occasion, and 
I will venture to add, to the joy of every member of the 
Meeting, if t/ou can be prevailed upon to attend your 
friends to Hawkstone at the same time, and I do most 
earnestly request that you will take it into serious con- 
sideration, and endeavour so to arrange your engagements 
as to render such a journey at least practicable. This 
petition for another summer is by no means intended to 
exclude the present one, and therefore I will indulge the 
hope that possibly even this year we may have the 
pleasure of seeing you ; and as the law of the Hawkstone 
Meeting requires that every husband bring his wife along 
with him, we will hope also to have the additional happi- 
ness of seeing you accompanied by Mrs. Agutter. 

* What you say on the subject of Creeds will not, I 
suspect, convince the Societies in this neighbourhood of 
their inexpediency. For a Creed they seem determined 
to have, and therefore the single question is, whether they 
shall be left at liberty, each of them, to compose a Creed for 
themselves, or shall have one composed for them at some 
public meeting. To me it appears that the public meet- 
ing will be more competent to decide on the best form of 
a Creed, and I am therefore of opinion, with the rest of 
our Society, that it will be a proper subject for discussion 
at Hawkst;one, when, it may be expected, a greater 
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number of Readers from various parts of the kingdom will 
be collected, than can be found at any other meeting. I 
entirely agree with you that the utmost caution will be 
necessary as to the articles admitted into the Creed. 

* A few weeks ago we began our visitation of the coun- 
try Societies of Readers in this neighbourhood, and shall 
continue them every Monday till midsummer. Nothing 
can be more gratifying than to witness the growth of the 
New Church in these Societies. You may ride your 
horse in eight or ten different directions, and in the 
compass of from eight to twenty miles you may find in 
each direction a Society consisting of from 3 to 400, and 
if you extend your ride to thirty miles, you come to other 
Societies, without end, all increasing and bearing down all 
opposition. Such is the power of Divine Truth. I am 
sure you will join me in the prayer, that the boundaries 
of the New Church may be still further extended, and in 
this prayer, and best regards, &c.' 

The reader who has followed the life of Mr. Clowes 
so far "will not need to be reminded that his labours 
amongst the societies alluded to were in entire harmony 
with his oflSce as a clergyman of the Church of England. 
Their object was to promote the growth of the One true 
Catholic Church ; to encourage unity and not separation. 
For the ^ Old Church,' he considered, had perished for 
lack of the warmth of charity and of purity and useful- 
ness of life, and all the religious life that now existed in 
the Establishment and out of it was the life of Charity 
and Faith united, which form the very principles of the 
* New Church,' and are probably as abundant in the 
Church of England as in any other religious body. 

In the original letter last copied I find an extract 
from Locke's * Vindication of the Reasonableness of 
Christianity,' headed * Creed-making a means of propa- 
gating ignorance,' in which he describes a Creed as a veil 
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cast over the eyes, through which alone the Bible is al- 
lowed to be read; adding, ^ I have often wondered to hear 
men of several churches so heartily exclaiming against 
the implicit faith of the Church of Kome, when the same 
implicit faith is as much practised and required in their 
own, though not so openly professed and ingenuously 
owned there.' 

The Hawkstone Meeting was held in due course on 
July 9, 1813, Mr. John Parry being president and 
Mr. James Meredith vice-president. The Rev. John 
Clowes, the Rev. Joseph Proud, the Rev. Richard Jones, 
and the Rev. T. F. Churchill, with Mr. Samuel Noble 
to assist as secretary, were requested to prepare a * Sum- 
mary of the Christian Faith as acknowledged and pro- 
fessed in the Lord's New Church.' This was accordingly 
done, in twelve articles, with ^ a shorter Summary for the 
use of children and young people,' in the shape of a Creed, 
as follows :— 

^ 1. I believe that the Lord, from eternity, who is 
Jehovah, the Creator of heaven and earth, came into 
the world that He might subdue the powers of hell, and 
glorify His Humanity, and that in this Glorified 
Humanity He is called the Lord God, the Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who is therefore the only God of heaven 
and earth, containing in his Divine Person the Sacred 
Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

* 2. I believe that evil ought not to be done, because 
it is of the Devil and from the Devil ; and that good 
ought to be done, because it is of God and from God ; 
and that it ought to be done by man as of himself, but 
that he ought to believe that it is from the Lord, ope- 
rating with him and by him. 

^ 3. I believe that the Word, or Sacred Scripture, is 
the Divine Truth, proceeding from this God, brought 
down and fixed in its historical and literal sense, in which 
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is contained an internal, or spiritual sense, heretofore un- 
known, but now revealed for the benefit and salvation of 
mankind. 

' 4. I believe that charity, faith, and good works are 
unitedly necessary to man's salvation, and that man re- 
ceives charity and faith, and is enabled to do good works, 
in proportion as he doeth the work of repentance and be- 
lieves in the Incarnate God. I believe, therefore, 
that without repentance no man can be saved, because no 
man can be saved unless he be regenerated or bom again ; 
and he is not regenerated, or bom again, imtil he ceases 
to do evil, as being of the Devil and from the Devil, and 
delights in doing good, as being of God and from God. 

* 5. I believe that the merit and righteousness of 
Christ cannot be imputed to anyone, because they are 
things Divine, but that what is imputed to man is the 
good or the evil which he principally loves and operates. 

^ 6. I believe that after death, which is only a putting 
off of the material body, never to be re-assumed, man 
riseth again in a spiritual and substantial body, and that 
his eternal state, as to happiness or misery hereafter, will 
altogether depend on the life he has lived in this world, 
whether it has been good or evil. 

* 7. I believe that this is the time of the Lord's 
Second Advent, which is a coming, not in Person, but in 
the power and glory of His Holy Word, now opened 
and revealed through the instrumentality of the theological 
writings of His servant, Emanuel Swedenborg. I believe 
further that this advent is for a like blessed purpose as 
His first advent, viz. to effect a work of judgment in the 
world of spirits, and to establish a New Church here on 
earth, signified by the Holy City, New Jerusalem, in the 
Apocalypse, in which He will reign as the God, Father, 
and Protector of His people for ever and ever. Amen.' 

After the Hawkstone Meeting Mr. Clowes again 
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visited his friends in Gloucestershire, and thence made 
his way to Barmouth in North Wales, from which place 
he writes on the 2nd of August, 1813 : — 

* I have the happiness to inform you that through the 
blessing of the Divine Providence I arrived safe and well 
at this place, after a most pleasant and prosperous journey, 
in which I had much to be thankful for and nothingr to 
complain of, except occasionally excessive heat and bad 
roads. My good friends at Stroud detained me till Tues- 
day, on which day I was enabled to reach Ross (a most 
delightfully-situated town), and the next morning I ar- 
rived in good time at Hereford. Unfortunately both my 
friends were from home when I called, so that I could not 
obtain from either of them the desired information re- 
specting my route. This defect, however, was supplied 
by my landlord at the inn, who soon convinced me that 
the best road to Barmouth lay through Ludlow, Welsh- 
pool, and Dolgelly. I accordingly reached the former 
place that evening, Welshpool the day following, and 
Dolgelly on the Friday, which brought me within ten 
miles of my journey's end, through one of the finest 
countries I ever saw. 

^ And now, my dear Madam, having reached the end 
of my journey and come to a place of rest and repose, I 
begin to feast on the recollection of past happiness ; this 
being the will of our heavenly Father, that we should be 
nourished not only with the bread of the present day, but 
also with that of the past. On this occasion the remem- 
brance of my friends, and especially of all the kindness 
shown by yourself and your dear family, and of the happy 
hours passed under your hospitable roof, form a rich and 
principal part of my repast. 

* To every one of your dear children you will present 
my best love, with a kiss to each, and to dear John an 
assurance that I will come and see him again as soon as I 
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have opportunity^ without making any demand upon his 
teeth. Accept ako, dear Madam, my most grateful ac- 
knowledgments of aQ your kindness,' &c. 

At the end of the year was published the * Treatise 
on Mediums/ in which he explains the nature and neces- 
sity of mediums in the salvation of mankind, and the 
connection between the spiritual and material creation. 
The Revealed Word of God, the Divine Humanity of the 
Lord, the Angelic Heaven, and the Infernal Kingdom^ 
Rationality, Freewill, and Science, are such mediums, as 
well as the practical duties of Prayer and Preaching, and 
the Sacraments of Baptism and the Holy Supper, In 
conclusion, it is shown that the Lord works His saving 
purposes by such mediums, and not without them : and 
that, consequently, salvation by immediate mercy, apart 
from the means necessary for man's regeneration, is a 
groundless idea. 

He writes from Manchester the 1st of March, 1814 : — 
* When I inform you how I have been employed since 
my return from the sea, you will not wonder at my ap- 
parent neglect of my correspondents. In the first place^ 
I had to prepare my Reply to Mr. Grundy^ s Address*, 
secondly, my Treatise on Mediums ; thirdly, my Sermon 
on the Thanksgiving Day\ fourthly, a Treatise on the 
Atonement^ intended for insertion in the Intellectual Re~ 
pository ; and, fifthly, the Annual Report of the Society, 
Having despatched all this business, you can scarce form 
an idea of the pleasure with which I received your letter, 
and of the eagerness with which I sit down to answer it. 
It delights me to hear that you have paid another visit to 

Windsor, and that your dear F accompanied you, 

who would of course make himself a favourite, for a finer 
boy surely was never seen. You say nothing of the dear 
old King, whence I conclude that he continues in his 
usual state both of mind and body. The Princess 's 
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indisposition must have been a trial to you, but it would 
read to you at least this instructive and important lesson, 
that the walls of a palace cannot shut out sickness and 
infirmity. Heaven grant that the dear invalid may learn 
also by glad experience that the walls of a palace do not 
preclude the admission of divine consolation I I am 
charmed with what you say about your feelings on your 
birthday; because it has always appeared to me, that 
gratitude for past mercies is not only the best state of 
heart before God, but is also the best security for future 
favours. Indeed, the whole of religion property under- 
stood, seems to consist in being grateful ; grateful to the 
Giver of all good in the first place, and grateful to our 
fellow-creatures in the second. But what purity of heart 
and of life doth such gratitude imply 1 what a sacrifice of 
our self-love ! what a devotedness to God, and charity 
towards our neighbour I At the same time, what a mul-p 
titude of blessings doth it involve I since to be truly grate- 
ful is to keep open a continual communication between 
God and our own minds, by virtue of which there is a 
perpetual circulation of the Divine Life and Love, with 
all its graces and virtues, descending first from God to 
us, and then reascending with devout thankfulness from 
us to God.' 

In May, he writes to the same lady to inform her that 
a visitation from the Bishop in August will prevent his 
going as far as Gloucestershire the coming summer. He 
was, however, at Hawkstone, as usual, in July, when 
Mr. C. A. Tulk presided at the Meeting ; which was, he 
says, both full and harmonious. At the end of the month 
he writes again to his lady friend, who appears to have 
asked his opinion on some subject discussed between her 
and another lady of a less lively disposition : ' It is not in 
my power to settle the difference between yourself and 
Mrs. as you wish me to do. You are perhaps both 
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of you right ; you in enjoying " peace and comfort," and 
she in her " thorns and briars ; " because the Almighty 
leads His children in different paths, no two exactly 
alike. With some He strews the way \<i\\)[i flowers^ whilst 
with others He encumbers it with brambles ; yet both the 
flowers and the brambles have their use, so as to help on 
the traveller in each way to heaven. We must not judge 
one another. It is sufficient for us to know, that where 
God is supremely respected, sin cordially hated, and the 
Divine Law made the principal rule of conduct, we are all 
advancing forwards towards the good of eternal bliss, 
however various may be our accommodations on the road ; 
whether we are fed with white bread or brown, or whethef^ 
we are refreshed by the wine of gladness, or have our 
wine mingled with myrrh. Our blessed Lord Himself, 
during His sojourning here below, did not always make 
His abode on the mountain of consolation, but was at 
times in the wilderness amongst wild beasts and devils ; to 
instruct us, that we must be content to follow Him in 
this double state, and gain all the good we can from each ; 
and to teach us yet further, when we are on the mountain^ 
not to judge those who are in the wilderness, and when 
we are in the wilderness, not to judge those who are on 
the mountam.' 

Sentiments worthy of * the city of pure ffold, like unto 
clear glass I '^ (Rev. xxi. 18.) 

Mr. Clowes was in the habit of committing to writing 
thoughts which, from time to time, occurred to him in 
his reading and meditation on the Holy Scriptures. A 
collection of these Thoughts was published after his death, 
forming a volume peculiarly adapted to edify and delight 
a thoughtful mind. Few dates are given, but the follow- 
ing is an exception : 

* Grant, Lord, that thy servant may ever remember, 
so as to be rightly affected by, the New Name, by which 

L 
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Thou wast pleased, this morning (Sept. 22, 1814), to 
unvail Thyself to his delighted view, as the God of bene- 
volences, of benedictions, and of benefactions ! ' 

The next month was spent at Barmouth, and in 
November we find him staying with his friend Mr. Smyth, 
at Heath, near Wakefield, whence he writes, on the 14th, 
to Mr. C. A. Tulk, as follows : — 

* My very dear Sir, — I avail myself of the leisure 
afforded me by my retirement at this place, to thank you 
for your kind and very interesting letter directed for me 
at Barmouth, and which was received accordingly. On 
my return to Manchester, I did not fail to communicate 
its contents to our Society.' [This was on the subject of 
reprinting the Arcana Ccelestia in the original Latin.] 

^ The information which you communicate respecting 
the New Doctrines, their spread in the northern parts of 
Germany, and the attention which they have excited 
amongst the learned, is of a most gratifying kind. Is it 
possible to get a sight of Anquetil du PerrorCs Latin 
work ? It must be a great curiosity, and I should be 
most highly gratified by the perusal of it. The Nou- 
velles Recherches^ &c., with all its absurdities, must also be 
an interesting work, and perhaps some time or other you 
will indulge me with the reading of it. I am here at 
present on a visit to my friend Mr. Smyth, but I propose 
3:etuming home on Friday next, when I shall be happy in 
,again hearing from you, and in the communication of any 
new book you can spare me. 

^ Almost the whole of last October was passed at the 
sea, when a singular event befell me, which I dare com- 
municate to yourself, but to few besides. One morning, on 
first awaking, and without any previous thought on the 
subject, a book was presented to my view, entitled The 
Spiritual SuUy its Existence and Operation proved incon* 
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testibly both from Scripture and from Reason^ together 
with the Existence and Reality of that Spiritual World in 
which it operates^ A strong impression was at the same 
time made on the mind to commit the contents to paper ; 
and accordingly I set to work, and before I left Barmouth 
had an opportunity of copying the whole, which I did 
with much liberty and delight The work is already in 
the press, and will be ready for publication in a few 
weeks. I think you must have heard me say, concerning 
the short treatise on Science, that it also was copied in the 
same manner.' 

The argument of this tract is, that as natural heat 
and light proceed from the natural sun, so spiritual heat 
and light, which are affection and intelligence, proceed 
from a spiritual sun, which is the Sun of Righteousness, 
the Divine Love and Wisdom. And, further, as the 
natural sun is the centre and support of the natural worlds 
dependent upon it, so the spiritual sun is the centre and 
support of a spiritual creation, ^ or a collection of passive 
spiritual powers, adapted, in an endless variety, to the 
reception of its blessed heat and light, and calculated, 
in an infinite wisdom, to give fruitfulness, use, and effect 
to those life-giving principles.' 

^ Neither sun, nor earth, neither active forces nor passive 
powers are anything, or .produce anything, but by com- 
munication and conjunction with each other; and conse- 
quently the one argues the existence of the other, whilst 
both united declare to man, in a language which none 
but the impious and thoughtless can misinterpret or mis- 
take, that there are two distinct worlds, one natural, the 
other spiritual, designed for the fuller manifestation of 
the divine mercy, beneficence, wisdom, and omnipotence 
of the Great Creator, by producing all possible varie- 
ties of use, through the wonderful combination and co- 
operation of active forces and passive powers.^ 

L 2 
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On Christmas Eve Mr. Clowes writes again to Mr. 
Tulk. 

* Though much occupied in preparing for the sacred 
duties of to-morrow, I cannot deny myself the pleasure of 
transmitting to you a copy of the resolution passed last 
night at our quarterly meeting, on the subject of the pro- 
posal of the Society at Stockholm to reprint the Latin 
Theological Works of E. S.' 

The resolution of the Manchester Society was to assist 
in the proposed publication, but they urge the expediency 
of comparing as many corrected copies of the Arcana as 
possible, and state that there are two such corrected 
copies at Manchester. 
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CHAPTER XL 

FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE — ILLNESS — 
VISIT TO LONDON. 

1816—1817. 

Early in the year Mr. Clowes paid a visit to his friend 
Mrs. Hornby, at Orford, near Warrington. From her 
house he writes (February 9) — 

* I have long been anxiously waiting for an hour of 
leisure, which might allow me the opportunity of return- 
ing the thanks so justly due for your kind favour dated 
the 20th December last ; but I have never found it till 
now, during a visit to my friend Mrs. Hornby, at this 
place. It gave me particular pleasure to hear of your 
intended visit to Windsor, and that my dear godson was 
to accompany you, and I must entreat the great favour 
that at your leisure you will acquaint me with all that 
passed there. How is the poor dear old King? And 
how do the family bear his affliction? What you 

quote from the Princess 's letter is charming, and 

bespeaks a well-disposed mind. It will give me plea- 
sure to hear that she has recovered her health, and 
that her sickness has left her, after performing its office 
of admonition and instruction, which Princesses, as well 
as others, are in want of. Indeed, I am of opinion that 
the higher the station is in which one is bom, so much 
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the more need there is of the rod of affliction to awaken 
to serious reflection ; to disperse the phantoms of happi- 
ness which present themselves under the appearance of 
realities in the dream of life ; and finally, to raise the 
troubled spirit to the possession and enjoyment of those 
enduring substances of bliss, which the Eternal Truth an- 
nounces as the distinguishing and proper goods, for which 
we were created. 

^ I am here in a family of angelic minds, consisting of 
a mother, four daughters, and two sons. It is heaven to 
be with them, but on Saturday I must leave them to 
return to Manchester.' 

To the same. 

* Manchester: April 19, 1815. 

* My dear Madam, — I begin to think it long since I 
heard from you, and I feel anxious to know how you all 
do, and how you go on with your royal pupils ? Does 
the light of the New Jerusalem shine as bright in a palace 
as in a cottage, and does it excite there the same joys 
and consolations? Are the King^s daughters thus all 
glorious within 9 It is not because a King^s daughter is 
more honourable in the sight of God than the daughter 
of a peasant, nor because a palace, in His eyes, is more 
magnificent than a cottage, that I ask these questions ; 
but it is because the influence in one case is more con>- 
manding than in the other, and more likely to extend 
itself. Please to inform me, at the same time, as to the 

progress of the Princess 's indisposition, and whether 

there is any prospect of her speedy recovery. Not that 
I feel very solicitous on that score, because I believe her 
to be in the hands of her Heavenly Father, who will 
compel all her infirmities to administer to His own Divine 
purpose of blessing and eternal salvation to her. 
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To the same, 

'Manchester: June 15, 1815. 

' What you say of the Princess is delightful, and 

it is my most devout prayer that she may continue to 
cherish the affection of heavenly truth, until it hath ac- 
complished its blessed end, by elevating her mind to an 
everlasting conjunction with the Supreme Good, in the 
love and practice of all that is pure, wise, and holy. Her 
example must doubtless have its happy effect on others, 
and how can we tell what an instrument she is to be 
made, under the Divine Providence of the Most High, for 
the purpose of introducing others to eat of the Tree of Life ^ 
which is in the midst of the Paradise of God! What 
would I not give for an opportunity of hinting to her, 
that in the garden of her intellectual mind, that Tree of 
Life already begins to bloom and bear its immortal fruit ; 
and that the more she eats of that fruit so much the wiser, 
more blessed, and (I will add, by her leave,) more 
princely, she will every day become.' 

After the Hawkstone Meeting in July, Mr. Clowes 
set out to visit his friends in Gloucestershire, but was 
seized on the road with a severe cold, which compelled 
him to return home immediately. There he was laid up 
with inflammation of the lungs, which seemed to threaten 
the speedy termination of his earthly journey. He wrote 
on July 19 to his disappointed friend: — 

* It is one of my heaviest crosses, under my present 
indisposition, to find that it has entailed anything like 
disappointment on others, especially on those whom I 
so truly and justly value. Your affecting letter of yes- 
terday went to my very heart, and excited a sensation 
infinitely more painful than what bodily suffering can 
produce. But, my dear Madam, let us not torment our- 
selves, and add to the sufferings of our friends, by vain 
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regrets, when we ought rather to ^console ourselves with 
the delightful idea, that all our concerns are under the 
continual inspection and control of that Heavenly Father 
who loves us infinitely better than we love ourselves, and 
is infinitely more wise and provident to promote our bliss. 
• • • • • 

* The languor which I experience, particularly in a 
morning, convinces me how very imprudently I should 
have acted, had I suffered myself to be guided by inclina- 
tion rather than by judgment, and had thus introduced 
into your house an inert and lifeless body instead of an 
active and living man. Such is the state of my corporeal 
frame, and my spiritual one may be thus described: 
Have you ever seen a man standing on a rock which 
overhangs a tempestuous sea, and looking down thence 
on a little bark tossed by the storm ? You have then 
seen an exact image and representation of my present 
mental state. Only call the rock the Lord; the man 
standing upon it internal confidence; the tempestuous 
sea the agitation occasioned in the lower principles of 
Nature ; and the little bark tossed by the storm my in- 
firm and disturbed body, with its external man in connec- 
tion with those principles. You will then behold my 
internal man^ calm and composed, fixed only on the pur- 
poses of the Eternal Truth, having no will but that the 
Divine Will may be accomplished, and looking, no longer 
at its little bark, but at that Omnipotence which rules 
the waves by which it is tossed, and says to them and to 
the winds, Be stilV 

To this calmness of mind his physician attributed his 
speedy recovery. In November he again visited the 
Hornbys, at Orford, near Warrington, whence he writes 
to his friend, ^ to thank her for her kind solicitude about 
his health, and to inform her of its almost miraculous 
recovery.' The letter continues : 



Ik 
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* I am glad to hear that you have it in contemplation 
to pay your annual visit at Windsor this Christmas, 
which, I trust, will be of the greatest benefit to yourself 
and others. When you are there, will it be called pre- 
sumption if I request you to make my kind remembrances, 

with all humility, to the Princess , informing her 

that I am about to publish a volume of Sermons on the 
Lord's Prayer and Ten Commandments, and that if she 
will permit me, I shall be happy, and esteem it a par- 
ticular honour, to present her with a copy ? Of yourself 
also I have to entreat the same favour ; and that as soon 
as the publication is finished, you will allow me to direct 
two copies for you, one for your own use, and the other 
to be forwarded by you to Windsor. As soon as the 
Sermons are published, another and a more important 
work will be sent to the press, entitled On the Worship 
and Love of God^ being a translation from a Latin work 
of our enlightened author, Emanuel Swedenborg. By 
the assistance of the young ladies at this place, I am also 
preparing an Exposition of several more of our Lord's 
Parables^ which I hope will be ready for the press in a 
few weeks. You see then how much I am indebted to 
the Divine mercy for enabling me again to employ my 
pen for the benefit of the Church.' 

His pen continued its wonted labours ; but he was 
unable to resume the duties of the pulpit. In Decem- 
ber he writes from Manchester : — 

To C. A. Tulky Esq. 

* Your kind letter, which I received a few days ago, 
had the double effect of exciting gratitude towards you 
for the unmerited favour, and at the same time of making 
me half ashamed of myself for having so long delayed 
the execution of my purpose of writing to you. I say 
half ashamed, because I am not fully convinced that it 
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has ever been in my power to write, without neglecting 
necessary business, which has accumulated, during my 
late indisposition, to a degree quite alarming to my weak 
shoulders. Of this you may judge for yourself, when I 
tell you that I have had a Preface to write for a volume 
of Sermons on the Lord^s Prayer and the Ten Command- 
ments^ which has been some weeks in the press ; also a 
Preface to the new translation of the treatise De Cultu 
et Amore Dei, which will soon go to press ; also an 
article for the next number of the Intellectiial Reposi- 
tory ; also answers to several letters from America and 
other places, on business which required immediate atten- 
tion. Add to this, that for the last two months I have 
been a wanderer from place to place for the recovery of 
my health, and thus too unsettled to discharge my accounts 
with all my correspondents. 

* But enough of apology, which, I trust, is unneces- 
sary, and to proceed to something of more importance. 
Your remarks on the state of the New Church in London 
would give me more concern, if I were not well con- 
vinced that the general prosperity of the Church is on 
the advance, notwithstanding all the disorders into 
which individuals may have been permitted to fall. For 
the general prosperity of the Church, as it appears to 
me, will be promoted principally by the circulation of 
the works of our enlightened author, and in the degree 
in which the heavenly doctrines contained in those works 
beget conviction in the understandings of men, and 
become incorporated in the life's love by actual practice. 
Preaching may indeed do something, but its effects, I 
think, will be small, compared with those of Reading. 
To decide then on the Church's advancement^ we must 
not look either at the erection of new Temples, or at the 
convocation of Conferences and Councils ; but we are to 
consider how far the sale of the Heavenly Doctrines 
increases, and how far the minds and lives of mankind 



CORRESPONDENCE. 156 

are restored to the order of heaven by perusing and 
practising them. In this view, allow me to thank you for 
your account of the young Italian artist, which I read 
with the greatest satisfaction. In the same view I have 
been much gratified lately by intelligence from other 
quarters, respecting the accession of members to the New 

Church, especially from , where I find a young 

clergyman of the Establishment has declared himself a 
zealous advocate for the truths of the New Dispensation, 
as hath also a young gentleman of property, designed for 
ordination in the Church and to succeed to a living which 
is in the gift of the family. 

• • . . • 

* I had lately the pleasure of passing a fortnight with 
the charming family at Orford, in the course of which 
time we finished two fresh fascicles of Explanations of 
the Pambles.' 

On the 16th of March, 1816, he wrote to Mr. Tulk 
about a sect in America, which had adopted some of the 
New Church Doctrines, but mixed up with political senti- 
ments opposed to Swedenborg's principles of loyalty and 
subordination. * It is evident,' writes Mr. Clowes, * that 
the doctrines of the " Free or Halcyon Church" are, as to 
many points, in perfect agreement with those of the New 
Church. Nevertheless it is equally clear, that on the 
subject of political government, the sentiments of the two 
Churches are as opposite as light and darkness, since we 
know that it is a tenet of the New Church that kingly 
government is allowable, and ought be obeyed ; whereas 
the Free Church declares that " All other dominions and 
pretended governments but Christ's alone, are strictly 
unlawful and sinful before God." 

. • • • . 

* I am quite charmed with the conclusion of your 
letter, in which you speak so feelingly of your domestic 
joys and their conjunction with the Infinite and 
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Eternal. May those joys daily increase in number and 
in measure, and may the Bond of their conjunction with 
their Heavenly Father be drawn every day closer 
and closer ! 

* How shall I express my gratitude to dear Mrs. Tulk 
for her handsome and welcome present ? I will express 
it in the way which, I am persuaded, she will be best 
pleased with, viz., by assuring her, that as often as I 
use her dear gift, it shall call to my remembrance all her 
sweet affection, and in connection with that affection, the 
Divine Source from which it proceeds, so that when- 
ever my hand is in contact with and feels the support of 
her ivory-headed cane, my heart may be in contact with, 
and be made sensible of the support of another and 
higher prop, viz., the Divine mercy and loving-kindness, 
together with the benevolence with which He inspires 
His beloved children.' 

To the same, 

* Manchester: May 25, 1816. 

* My very dear Sir, — Your very kind and welcome 
letter reached Manchester at a time when I was on a tour 
to visit my friends at Orford, at Winwick, at Liverpool 
and in its neighbourhood, and it was not put into my 
hands until my return on Wednesday last, or you would 
probably have received an earlier reply. The communi- 
cation from America, which you are pleased to impart, is 
most gratifying, because it proves the operation of a 
zealous affection in favour of the Truth, which cannot 
fail to be productive of the happiest effects. That this 
affection may be united with its proper knowledge and 
prudence^ is my most devout prayer, and as the members 
of the New Church at Philadelphia are many of them 
experienced men, I think we may indulge a reasonable 
hope that the prayer will be granted. You are very kind 
in all that you say and propose about our meeting, and 
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wlulet joar kindness excites my wannest gratitude, it 
calls upon me at the same time to be explicit with you, 
by unfolding to you all my present engagements and 
future plans. In the first place, therefore, I wish to 
observe that it will be impossible for me to leave Man- 
chester till the Hawkstone Meeting, as I expect my 
friend Mr. Edward Hornby every day to be my guest 
during the month of June. In the next place, I am 
eager to inform you that it is my present intention (under 
the blessing of the Divine Pbotidence) to proceed from 
Hawkstone to Bristol, and in the way thither to visit the 
friends at Stroud, and after staying a week at Bristol to 
do myself the great happiness of making the best of my 
way to Marble Hall, if it will suit the convenience of 
yourself and Mrs. Tulk to receive me at that time. Our 
firiend Mr. Banning has promised, if possible, to accom- 
pany me firom Hawkstone to Bristol ; but as all his 
engagonents are uncertain, depending upon so many 
circumstances connected with the duties of his office, it 
would be a satisfaction to me to know whether in case of 
being disappointed of his company, I mi^t hope for the 
pleasure of yours to escort me on the road. Will you 
then have the goodness to inform me, as soon as you con- 
veniently can, how far the above arrangement meets your 
plans and wishes, and particularly whether we may hope 
for the pleasure of yourself and dear Mrs. Tulk this year 
at Hawkstone ? Ab far as I can learn, the meeting is 
likely to be a full one. 

< I am delighted with your remarks on the De CuliUy 
jfc, and entirely agree with you that, with ''all its 
fikults," it must of necessity prove an edifjing work to 
such as are in a disposition to receive it. A few weeks 
ago I was prompted to begin a new work, entitled '' The 
Two Heavenly Memorialists; or Lote and Trcth stating 
to the Christian w<»ld th^ present distresses, and im- 
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» 

ploring relief." I will tell you more when we meet. I 
have the pleasure also to inform you that during my 
late visit at Orford, with the assistance of the pens of the 
young ladies, we have finished the Explication of all the 
Parables, and have begun the Explication of the Miracles 
in the same way of Question and Answer.' 
On the 13th of June he writes : — 

* The Hawkstone Meeting will break up July 5, at 
which period I intend to begin my journey, and make the 
best of my way for your town, with the design of being 
your glad guest, if you will allow me, for about a week. 
Mr. Banning will accompany me in my open carriage 
from Hawkstone, and Mr. C. Tulk has promised to supply 
his place and escort me from your town to his house near 
Twickenham, where I propose to stay another week, and 
then proceed to the sea, for the summer. You see then 
what a long journey, and what a large quantity of happi- 
ness I propose to myself, and what need therefore I have 
of dependence on the Divine mercy and providence to 
enable me to execute all my plans. Let me entreat your 
prayers that my dependence may not be in vain, but that 
I may once more have the gratification of seeing so many 
friends whom I justly love and esteem. 

* Your account of the royal wedding delighted me 
beyond measure, and especially your extract from the 
Princess Charlotte's letter, which bespeaks at once the 
good sense and unfeigned piety of the writer. How 
devoutly do I pray for her happiness, and that of her 
amiable consort, and that their marriage may be a marriage 
in heaven, as well as on earth I ' 

To the same. 

* Marble Hall, near Twickenham, 

< Middlesex : July 25, 1816. 

* My dear Madam, — I take the earliest opportunity of 
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fulfilling my promise of writing to you, and am happy in 
being able to inform you that, through the blessing of a 
kind Providence, dear Mr. Tulk and myself reached this 
place between four and five o'clock yesterday, after a 
most prosperous, and in many respects a pleasant journey, 
considering the unsettled state of the weather, and the 
many dear friends on whom we were apparently turning 
our backs. I say apparently, because really and truly we 
had them continually in view and before our faces, so that 
notwithstanding the removal of our bodies from them, as 
estimated by measures of space, we were virtually and 
constantly advancing towards them with our spirits, and 
this with a rapidity of motion far greater than that of our 
horses ; because it was the motion of our best and warm- 
est affections.' 

' Marble Hall, you may perhaps know, is a small 
palace on the banks of the Thames, as elegant and commo- 
dious as the art of man can make it, and only to be ri- 
valled by the virtues of its inhabitants, and by all those 
mental unseen excellences, which as far transcend all the 
beauties and arrangements of matter, as their origin is 
more divine, and their effect on the mind is more delicate 
and delightful. My only fear is, lest I should become a 
spoiled child, and less willing to return to my homely fare 
at Manchester, after being regaled, as I have lately been 
under your dear roof, and as I am here, with so many rich 
dainties of spiritual association. But I will endeavour to 
be grateful, and gratitude, you know, to the Father of 
Mercies, as it is in itself the most exquisite of all indul- 
gences, so is it a gratification which involves in it the real 
possession of all those objects which excite it. Yet it must 
not be confined even to the Divine Being ; since it is the 
will of that Being that we extend it to all those dear 
friends from whom, under Him, we derive our happiness, 
and that thus we increase its joys. What a repast of 
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luxury, then, is mine I Called upon, as I feel myself, to 
the grateful acknowledgment of so many favours dis- 
pensed lately from so many highly valued associates ! Be 
theirs then the praise, and mine the delight of bestowing 
it ! And whilst we unite in this reciprocal act of giving 
and receiving, may we further be united in that spirit of 
prayer for the eternal welfare of each other, which cannot 
fail to introduce us finally to an eternal association in the 
realms of purity and peace I ' 

To the same. 

* Marble Hall : August 12, 1816. 

* My dear Madam, — Your kind favour of the 29th ult. 
imparted all that gratification which one never fails to 
derive from the communication of sentiments congenial 
with our own, and elevating us to the Divine Fountain 
from which they flow, I have therefore to thank you, 
not only for what you say, but also for its effect in raising 
me above myself, and encircling me in that blessed sphere 
of heavenly and eternal principles, in which, without the 
fatigue of travelling, I was enabled to take my seat com- 
fortably, as in a chariot of fire, and revisit my dear friends 

at . Yes, it is the happy property of mind, that it 

can move in any direction with an incalculable rapidity ; 
but it is a property still more estimable, that it can ac- 
knowledge that rapidity to come from a power superior to 
itself, and to be the result of the affections of those it 
most loves, and in whose society it finds its chief delight. 
If then you find me occasionally sitting at your table, 
listening to your conversation, or to the sweet song of 
your dear daughters, you must not blame me as an im- 
pertinent intruder, but must regard me as an invited 
guest, to whom you have committed the key of your 
house, to be used at his pleasure. Pray tell me whenever 
my visits become troublesome, and I will endeavour. 
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whatever It costs me, to be less so, but you must excuse 
me if I can never wilKngly resign my key. 

* We have at last accomplished our journey to 
Brighton, from which place we returned on Saturday, 
after experiencing many signal proofs of that Divine 
Mercy and Providence, which never fails to extend its 
Fatherly blessing and protection to the least and lowest 
of its creatures who depend on its bounty. 

* The lady we went to visit is full of years and infir- 
mities as faras regards the mere body and animal life, 
but in mind she possesses all the vigour of youth, com- 
bined with all the innocence and wisdom of mature age. 
She has a young lady for her companion whom she is 
moulding according to her own temperament, and who is 
already a proficient in many of her virtues. Two young 
and interesting Quaker ladies, who are beginning to read 
the New Doctrines formed our party ; and, will you believe 
it, we never once sighed for a sight of the Pavilion, or 
for the favour of its Prince I For who that hath ever 
tasted the sweets of heavenly converse, and thus cultivated 
an acquaintance with the Monarch of the Universe, the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, and feasted at His 
table, and had a place in His palace, can think it any 
diminution of his privileges and joys to be a stranger to 
the palace of earthly dignity and grandeur ? 

* We left Brighton, therefore, under the full influence of 
this sentiment, that we had abundant cause to be grateful 
for having found, and been associated with a Queen and 
three princesses, dwelling in a Pavilion not made with 
hands f but eternal in the heavens, from whose ponversation 
we were enabled to learn the laws and counsels of the 
Most High, and thus to ascend into the Grand Council- 
chamber of the Infinite and Eternal. 

' Dear L. has made a wise use of what you gave him; 
but what shall I say to the rings and the hair ? Let me 

M 
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hope that they also will operate as so many Bibles^ by 
reminding their dear possessors of one whose highest 
honour and happiness is to exalt the Holy Book above all 
the treasures of this world, and to form his mind and life 
by its heavenly and eternal counsels.' 

During Mr. Clowes's stay at Twickenham a person 
called on him to exhibit a great curiosity. This was a 
skull, purporting to be that of Swedenborg, which had 
been taken out of the coffin in the vault of the Swedish 
chapel at RatclifTe. No sooner, however, was the sup- 
posed treasure displayed on the table than Mr. Clowes 
cried out in disgust, * Ugh 1 take away the nasty thing I 
How could the man fancy I wanted such rubbish ? ' 

While in the neighbourhood of London he was re- 
quested to preach at one of the New Church Societies' 
chapels. He replied that it would be unsuitable for him, 
as a clergyman of the Establishment, to mount the pulpit 
of a Dissenting place of worship ; but he was willing, if 
desired, to converse in the chapel for the convenience of 
accommodating greater numbers. Accordingly, taking 
a seat in one of the pews, he said that he had been con- 
sidering the true nature of a Church, from having, since 
he had been in London, heard frequent use made of the 
terms Old Church and New Church, and statements that 
such a man was a * member of the New Church,' while 
another belonged to the * Old Church.' Now, he con- 
tinued, if he rightly understood the meaning of the terms, 
this was undertaking to say far more than he could pre-* 
tend to decide : for what was it, he would ask, that ^con- 
stituted a member of the Old Church f Faith without 
charity : the profession of religion without its heartfelt 
reality. And what constituted a member of the New 
Church f Charity and faith 2 a sincere love of God and 
man, with a thorough conviction of the truths which 
teach the necessity of practising those two Great Com- 
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mandments. It was therefore very possible that more 
genuine members of the Lord's New Church might be 
found amongst those whom they designated the * Old 
Church/ than amongst the members^ as they called them- 
selves^ of the * New Church.' 

In one of his letters already published,^ he main- 
tains that ^ to shun evil as sin against God, is the sine qua 
non of the Church's increase and prosperity. For what 
is the Church, properly speaking, but the conjunction of 
good and truth ? Yet until evil be shunned as sin against 
God, it is impossible that the principle of good can mani- 
fest itself, either generally or individually, consequently 

there can be no Church The raw materials of 

doctrine must be first prepared. . . But we ought never 
to forget that truths merely in the memory are but stones, 
and that stones can never be properly joined together but 
by a cement or mortar^ which is nothing else but the good 
of heavenly love and charity y which can only be procured 
by the removal of evils.^ 

In another letter he says, * You ask my advice about 
the best and fittest methods of making the Heavenly 
Doctrines known to others ; and I wish to say in reply, 
that what appears to me to be the principal method is, 
first to incorporate those doctrines well into our own 
wills, understandings and lives, by shunning all evils 
as contrary to their purity, and then, from a renewed 
will and an enlightened understanding, to endeavour to 
communicate the knowledge of them to all around us. 
Such communication may be effected in some measure 
by conversation, but principally, as I apprehend, by 
the dispersion of such writings as tend either to explain 
or enforce those doctrines.' 

The spiritual influence upon others, as well as th|Q 

■ * Memoir/ p. 217 ; p. 132, 2nd edition. 
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necessity for one's own salvation, of shunning evil , as sin, 
was often urged by Mr. Clowes in his sermons and in 
other ways. He again alludes to it in another of his 
printed letters : ^ It is a wrong idea to suppose that uses 
in the Church are promoted only by external acts, and 
are more abundant in the degree that such acts are more 
numerous and more splendid ; for it would appear that 
there is a real use performed to the Church in every 
inward act of repentance and faith, however trivial such 
an act may seem, either in the eyes of him who performs 
it, or in the estimation of others.' 

On the 4th September he writes from Scarborough, 
contrasting Pleasure and Happiness ; the fornier being 
a merely natural delight, while the latter is a spiritual 
joy, proper to man alone. * Pleasure may be compared 
with chaffs which has, indeed, its uses, so far as it ad- 
ministers to the introduction and formation of the pure 
grain of happiness, but when separated from that grain, 
is dispersed by every wind, as a thing at once unstable 
and useless. On the contrary, happiness is an internal 
principle, and may be compared with the wheat formed 
and growing within the chaff, and for the sake of which 
the chaff existed, yet separable from the chaff, and in its 
separation capable of being gathered into the heavenly 
gamer, where it increases to eternity in purity, perfec- 
tion, and blessedness. 

* How insensibly have I been led to sermonise, when 
I ought to have been telling you how, through the mercy 
of a kind Providence, I have been brought to this place, in 
perfect health and safety I Mr. and Mrs. C. Tulk were 
kind enough to accompany me as far as Cambridge, where 
we passed the second night, and parted the next morning, 
on which occasion I had not only to deplore the loss of their 
delightful society, but had to bemoan my solitude on the 
road, being now, for the first time since I quitted Man- 
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Chester, left to myself, to pursue my journey alone. My 
solitude, however, was not of long duration, as on the 
following morning I reached the house of my friend, Mr. 
Mossop, the vicar of Boston, in Lincolnshire, in whose 
society and that of his charming family I passed two very 
agreeable days, during which time I was introduced to 
some receivers of the Heavenly Doctrines of the New 
Jerusalem in the neighbourhood. My friend also was 
kind enough to accompany me on my journey as far as 
Newark, the way to which place led through Grantham, 
where he brought me acquainted with a clergyman who 
is also a zealous friend of the New Doctrines and with 
whom we spent two hours very delightfully. From 
Newark I had again to travel in solitude, till I reached 
this place, where I soon forgot all the tediousness of my 
journey in the society of my most valued friends.' 

It is remarkable that Mr. Mossop had not a single 
Dissenter in his parish, and when he officiated in the 
neighbouring town of Deeping, the Dissenters frequently 
came to hear him preach. The clergyman of an adjoining 
parish, who had been brought there by Mr. Mossop's 
means, as a friend to the New Doctrines, relinquished and 
then preached against them. But he preached away his 
congregation, so that nearly the whole parish had gone 
over to the Dissenters before he died. 

The next month he wrote from Heath, near Wake- 
field:— 

* Your letter proved quite a cordial to my mind, by 
manifesting the Divine Power so evidently operative in 
producing the tranquillity and composure, in which you 
are preserved, notwithstanding the unfavourable appear- 
ances which at present might seem discouraging. Hold 
fast, I entreat you, by this golden chain ^ which connects 
you with the providence and power of the Most High; 
and let not a single link be broken by the slightest fear. 
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apprehension^ or doubt. Your affairs will then always be 
in the best hands, because, being taken out of your own, 
they will be in the hands of the Almighty; consequently 
blessed by His mercy, directed by His wisdom, and 
secured by His protection. Nevertheless, for your 
further purification He may still see it good to exercise 
your faith', by not granting immediate success to your 
plans and purposes, and therefore patience will be neces- 
sary on your part, to enable you to bear with this trial of 
your confidence, and to discover that what is apparently 
against you, is really in your favour, and that the winter 
of your expectations, however severe, is a sure prelude to 
a blessed spring and summer, and so much the surer as 
it is of longer continuance. Let your motto then be, 
according to the language of prophetic wisdom, Al" 
though the Jig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be 
on the vines ; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the 
fields shall yield no meat ; the flocks shall be cut off from 
thefoldf and there shall be no herd in the stalls ; yet I will 
rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation.^ 

Every conscientious man must have occasionally found 
himself embarrassed by doubts as to the course he should 
pursue in difficult circumstances. Mr. Clowes's advice 
was often asked in such cases, and his reply to an anxious 
enquirer must not be omitted here, though contained in 
the collection of his Letters already published.^ 

^ It would afford me particular gratification, to be en- 
abled to direct you under your present embarrassments ; 
but this, I am made fully sensible, is not in my power, 
except so far as I may be instrumental in leading you to 
consult, and to put your whole trust in the guidance of 
your Heavenly Father. On a former occasion, you may 
recollect, I admonished you, in a case of perplexity, to 

> See * Memoir/ published in 1834. 
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act, or not to act, according to the state of freedom or 
otherwise, in your own mind ; and this rule, it appears to 
me, will be of essential service, in directing your path 
through all the perplexities which at present encompass 
you; for I am persuaded by much experience, that 
ministering angels have continual access to the principle 
of spiritual liberty in the human mind, so as to infuse an 
inclination or disinclination to particular things, as may 
best suit the interest of the party concerned, and this, in 
all instances, even the most minute. The only difficulty, 
therefore, is, to keep the mind in such a state of submis- 
sion to superior influence and direction, and so completely 
weaned from its own selfishness, that it may continually 
attend to, so as to discover and obey, the leading of its 
Divine Father, and its heavenly associates, in the hidden 
recesses of its free decisions and determinations.' 

To C. A. Tulk, Esq. 

* Manchester: Octx)ber 31, 1816. 

^ My very dear Sir, — Your very kind and interesting 
letter was forwarded to me at Heath, where I lately 
passed two weeks with my friend Mr. Smyth and his 
amiable partner Lady Elizabeth, and from thence I re- 
turned home on Saturday last, after an absence of nearly 
four months. I had previously requested that the gentle- 
men of the Coffee Meeting would assemble at my house 
on Monday last, and accordingly they favoured me with 
their company, to the number of fifteen, on which occasion 
your letter was read, to the great satisfaction of all who 
were present. Your account of what is passing in France 
is highly gratifying, especially what relates to the circu- 
lation of the Bible, since it is impossible that the New 
Doctrines can be received unless the Holt Word is 
first read, acknowledged, and venerated. 

' I remained at Scarborough six weeks^ during which 
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period I was busily employed every morning in my new 
work the Memorialists^ &c., and in the evening, in 
the explanation of the Miracles^ two fascicles of which 
are ready for publication. The Memorialists I expect, 
will require the labour of a few months more to bring it 
to completion. Through the Divine blessing also, during 
the same period, I laid in a good stock of health, at least 
in regard to the general state of my constitution, though 
my organs of speech are still feeble, so as to render me 
imequal to the discharge of public duty. 

^ At Heath I met with Dr. Coulthurst, to whom I 
delivered your dear father's generous present of the Latin 
Indexes, which he received with much gratitude. I 
afterwards passed a night with him on my way home, and 
found him to be still the same affectionate, but timid, 
reader of the New Doctrines, that he has been for several 
years past. In the course of conversation he made an 
odd request, viz., that I would allow him to preach in his 
church the Sermons On the Call and Deliverance of the 
Children of Israel^ which, of course, was granted, under 
the hope that his congregation may be led, by the matter 
of those sermons, to make enquiry after the storehouse 
from which it was taken.' 

To Mrs. . 



* Manchester: November 11, 1816. 

* My dear Madam, — You will be glad to hear that I 
arrived safe and well at my own home last Saturday fort- 
night, and that, through the blessing of a kind Provi- 
dence, the latter end of my journey was equally prosperous 
with the beginning. 

* I cannot, however, still recover the perfect use of 
the organs of speech, and therefore am still compelled to 
decline all public duty in my church. This consideration, 
however, gives me no anxiety, because I regard the 
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silence of the tongue as a providential dispensation, by 
virtue of which I am enabled to make a fuller and freer 
use of my pen. 

* Your extract from th'e Princess Mary's letter de- 
lights me beyond measure, as exhibiting a proof of a most 
angelic mind, enlightened by the bright beams of the 
Eternal Truth. I am glad also to hear of the state of 

dear 's mind, and that the wirids and waves are still, 

and that there is a great calm, which is to me a positive 
demonstration of the Divine presence, and of the blessing 
with which that presence is always fraught.' 

To the same, 

* Manchester: December 17f 1816. 

^ My dear Madam, — Your last kind and welcome 
letter was a great comfort to me, by relieving my mind 
from much of the anxiety which I had felt about your 
dear boy : for from the account you give of him, I cannot 
help flattering myself that the worst is over, and that by 
degrees he will be restored. ... At all events, I 
cannot entertain a doubt but that what he has suffered, 
and may still suffer, will be made to administer to his 
eternal good, and like the distempers of old, which were 
cured by the Great Redeemer, when He appeared here 
below, will serve to make more manifest the redeeming 
mercy, wisdom, and power of that Omnipqtent Lord. 

^ I am delighted also at learning that you have 
received your usual invitation to Windsor, and this 
expressed in a manner the most courteous and considerate, 
which does equal credit to the heart and to the head of 
majesty. It will be my fervent and devout prayer that 
your visit may be under the guidance and government of 
the Divine Providence, and that you may be made an 
instrument in the Divine hand of imparting the blessings 
of the Eternal Truth, and of enkindling at the same time 
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the flame of heavenly love and charity, in every bosom 
amongst those with whom you associate. If it would not 
be thought presumptuous, I would request you to present 
my kindest remembrances and best wishes to the Princess 

; but this I will leave to your discretion and better 

judgment. 

' The progress which your dear children are mating 
in the New Doctrines charms me ; and it is my daily 
prayer that they may proceed, until, by the Divine 
blessing, they find their minds opened to the reception of 
the light and warmth of the Divine wisdom and love, and 
are thus brought into association with the angelic societies, 
perhaps to that particular society in which their father is 
enrolled as a blessed and eternal inhabitant. Let no 
difficulties discourage, no doubts perplex them while they 
read ; but looking up to the Incarnate God in His Divine 
Humanity, and to His Holy Word now revealed as to 
its internal sense and meaning, let them be persuaded 
that all difficulties and doubts will sooner or later vanish 
at the Divine Presence, and, like the mists of the morning, 
be dispersed at the rising of the Sun of Kighteousness.' ' 

To the same, 

"Manchester: February 3, 1817. 

* My dear Madam, — I sincerely congratulate you on 
the Queen's recovery, and can easily conceive the anxiety 
you must have felt during her illness. God grant that a 
life so valuable may be long preserved for the benefit of 
her family in particular and of the nation in general ! 

Tell dear with my best love, how much I feel obliged 

by her kind and beautiful present, and how happy I shall 
be to use it for her sake. It only grieves me much to 
think that she has given herself so much trouble on my 
account. But much as I am delighted with her purse of 
needlework, I am infinitely more gratified at hearing that 
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she is preparing for her own use another purse, by the 
devout affection with which she pursues the Treatise on 
Heaven and Hell. I call this the preparation of a purse, 
because in that Treatise she will find a store of blessed 
knowledges, which being treasured up in her mind, will 
contain in them the everlasting riches of the Eternal 
Truth, thus the gold and silver of the Divine love and 
wisdom ; consequently of the divine benediction, for her 
endless comfort and support.' 

* I cannot help remarking how much we are indebted 
to that new and blessed dispensation of Truth, which, by 
striking at the root of selfishness, links mankind closer 
together in one common bond of charity, and thus con- 
vinces me, that, as the evil of all evils is to love ourselves 
alone, so the good of all goods is to love others as well as 
ourselves, and especially to love above all that merciful 
and gracious Being, who is pleased, out of His abundant 
kindness, to dispense to us such a love.' 

To another Lady. 

* I was quite charmed with what you say on the 
Worship and Love of Gody and of the manner in which you 
have been affected by it ; and ever since the receipt of 
your letter, I have been eager to tell you so. But do 
you know the reason why I was charmed ? It was not 
because I wanted any proof of the sublime, beautiful, and 
edifying sentiments contained in that work; nor was it 
because I delighted to see my own opinion confirmed by 
another's ; but it was because I was assured there was one 
female mind, at least, upon earth, capable of appreciating 
those sublime, beautiful, and edifying sentiments ; whence 
I was led to conclude, and to console myself with the 
conclusion, that there may be possibly thousands of such 
minds, even at this period of spiritual cold and darkness, 
which are open to the light and warmth of Eternal Truth. 
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Instantly my mind was elevated to the contemplation of 
that Divine Being, from whom alone the interior affection 
of truth is derived, and at the same time was excited to a 
more profound adoration of His mercy, which has been 
pleased to ordain that the earth shall have its Rachels^ 
whose children, though not so numerous as her sister's, 
are of superior use and excellence. But what a host of 
heavenly thoughts and perceptions and delights, was this 
view attended with 1 and how clearly was seen why the 
teraphim of Laban are always to be found in the tent of 
Rachel, though hid from Laban himself ! in other words, 
that all which is properly called Truths is merely the 
offspring of that interior affection of truth which is 
inspired by the Almighty ; and not the child of that self- 
derived intelligence which fancies that it can discover the 
truth by its own powers, independent of such affection. 

^ You see, then, the effect which your letter has pro- 
duced ; and you may thus perceive of what importance it 
is to our sex, that yours should always stand and operate 
in the right order of heaven, by cherishing that interior 
affection of truth, which has a tendency to excite in us 
not only a proper intelligence, but also that pure and holy 
joy which is always connected with it.' 

To Mrs. Fletcher. 

* A few days ago our excellent friend Miss Kennedy 
brought me a letter which she had lately received from 
you, and from which I find that you rank at present 
amongst those blessed ones, who are distinguished by the 
holy title of Mourners in Zion. Let me not then be 
thought an impertinent intruder into the sanctuary of 
your sorrows, if I wish on this occasion to mingle my 
tears with yours, by entering into partnership with you 
in your affliction, and in all those heavenly consolations 
which the Fatheb of Mebcies never fails to mix in 
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the cup of His afflicted children. Charity, we know, 
which is the spirit of Heaven, is never so happy as in the 
opportunity of pouring into the troubled bosom the oil of 
joy and gladness, and she knows at the same time that 
this oil comes only from the God of heaven, whose High 
and Holy Name is Jesus Christ. I might, therefore, 
say to you, as the King of Israel said to a mourner in his 
day. If the Lord do not help thee^ whence should I help 
thee? nor should I conceive that the words contained 
anything of repulsion or of discouragement. For is not 
our God a present help in trouble y and do not all His 
dispensations, as well as His declarations, prove Him to 
be so ? Is He not also above all trouble, and this in such 
a sort, that He not only controls it, by saying to its waves, 
Hitherto shall ye go and no further, but He also compels 
it to administer to His own purposes of blessing, so that 
every trouble opens the gates of some new joy, which 
otherwise could neither have been seen or tasted? I 
please and flatter myself with thinking that you have 
already experienced the truth of this sentiment, and that, 
even in the loss of your dear child (if it may be called a 
loss), you have found a more than proportionate gain 
through the communication and admission of some hereto- 
fore unknown consolation. And how do you know but 
that your dear child may have been the minister of that 
consolation? We cannot, indeed, see with our bodily 
eyes that this has been the case, but the Eye of Faith, we 
know, possesses a more quick and penetrating vision, and 
being enlightened by the Light of the Eternal Truth, 
sees things as they are, not as they appear to be. To the 
Eye of Faith, therefore, the invisible world i« near and 
visible, as this world is to the Eye of the Body, and, 
therefore, it sees all that the Word of God has revealed 
respecting that invisible world, and how the souls or 
spirits of the deceased are still alive, even more alive than 
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when in the material body^ and also are still near to those 
they loved and by whom they were loved, and even 
nearer than heretofore; and, further, that they are endowed 
with greater power, as well as stronger inclination, to 
comfort, support, and protect those whom they have left 
behind them. Jesus Cheist, accordingly, informs His 
disciples, previous to His departure out of this world. 
It is expedient for you that I go away, for if I go not 
awayy the Comforter will not come unto youy but if 1 go 
away^ I will send him unto you ; and again, / go away^ 
and come again unto you ; thus instructing them that 
although He was leaving them as to bodily presence, yet 
He would still be virtually and really present with them 
as a Holt Comfoeteb, to guide, protect, and console. 
Doubt not, therefore, my dear madam, that what was 
true respecting Jesus Christ is true also respecting 
His children ; so that when they quit this world, they 
enter immediately into a state of being, in which their 
capacity of intercourse and of blessing in respect of those 
they love is indefinitely increased. In devout prayer that 
you may feel all the comfort of this sentiment, and still 
enjoy both the presence and the society of your beloved 
child, I remain, &c.' 
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CHAPTER XIL 

DISTURBED STATE OP THE COUNTET — FUBTHEB 
PUBLICATIONS AND COBBESFONDENCE — FIFTIETH 
TEAB OP HIS MINISTBY. 

1817—1818. 

When^ at the close of a long and exhausting war, its 
consequences, hitherto concealed under popular excite- 
ment and the false stimulation of trade, began to show 
themselves in failing business, reduced wages, and heavy 
taxation, the natural propensity to throw the blame upon 
others soon gave rise to disaffection and political dis- 
turbance. Mr. Clowes's constant habit of looking for the 
real, rather than the apparent and temporary, causes of 
passing events, regarded the disturbances in the political 
atmosphere as effects of the great changes going on in the 
spiritual world. The subject could not but engage the 
consideration of the Hawkstone Meeting, and the Report 
for 1817 contains the following resolution : — * That the 
present distresses of the times are awful symptoms of the 
decay and dissolution of the old Christian Church, and 
announce with a loud voice, to which everyone ought to 
attend, that the coming of the Lobd is at hand, for the 
establishment of his predicted New Church, agreeable to 
the constant testimony of the Heavenly Doctrines of the 
New Jerusalem, Amongst the above distresses, the 
spirit of disaffection, which has of late disturbed the public 
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peace, and in some cases threatened even to endanger the 
public security, appears to the Meeting to be the most 
prominent ; and whilst they lament, as they do sincerely, 
the manifestation and operation of such a spirit, they con- 
ceive it to be their duty to do everything which lies in 
their power to allay and quell it. With this view, they 
take this opportunity of publicly testifying that the above 
spirit is in utter opposition to the spirit and temper incul- 
cated in the Heavenly Doctrines of the New Jerusalem. 

^ The Meeting flatter themselves that every member of 
the New Church feels it his duty to be an orderly Citizen 
as well as a sincere Christian. All that they intend to 
mean is to suggest prudent caution in a case, in which the 
best-intentioned and best-informed minds may possibly be 
bewildered in perplexity, whilst by a terrible perversion 
of language as well as of principle, liberty and licentious- 
ness are at this period so often confounded together, that 
it is difficult to discriminate them, and whilst what are 
called the rights of man are so vehemently and exclusively 
forced on the attention, that the duties of man are no 
longer either regarded or seen.' 

Mr. Clowes was too heavenly-minded to dabble in 
the troubled waters of party-strife. Rejoicing in all real 
progress and rational liberty, as derived from the Truth, 
which maketh free indeed^ he regarded loyalty and con- 
tentment as the duties of every Christian, whatever his 
.station or circumstances; and to * improve the occasion ' 
of the present political agitation for Parliamentary Keform 
and the * rights of man,' he issued a tract, dated July 7, 
1817, entitled ^ Thoughts on Political Rights and Taxa- 
tion ; or the way to be happy without a vote for a Member 
of Parliament and without the burden of Taxes.' The 
discussion is in the form of a dialogue between ^ a respect- 
able old gentleman and a sensible young man.' The 
latter contends that, ' according to the strict laws of 
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justice and equity, he has as clear a right to vote for a 
member of Parliament as his richer neighbour.' The 
old gentleman suggests that the claim might be extended 
to a seat in the House of Lords, or even on the Throne 
itself. But it is needless to repeat the arguments on 
either side, as they can be easily imagined. The discus- 
sion is continued on the subject of Taxes, and the old 
gentleman uses much the same arguments as Dr. Frank- 
lin, but puts them on a higher footing. He gets the 
sensible young man to admit that voluntary offerings for 
the public good cannot be regarded as taxes ; upon which 
the old gentleman suggests that a man may relieve him- 
self of the burden of taxes by freely paying them as the 
price of social order and security,, just as he would volun- 
tarily pay for every other necessary, or convenience of life. 
There is no compulsion except where people are unwilling 
to relieve freely the necessities of their country. When- 
ever taxes shall be viewed in this light, ^ the name and 
office of a tax-gatherer will not only cease to be reproachful, 
but will acquire also a measure of the same respect and 
attention that is paid to a collector for the benefit of any 
useful and charitable institution whatsoever.' The young 
man (who lived before Cobden's days) appears to have 
held the old notion that taxes should be paid by the 
foreigner, and quotes Scripture to prove that ^ the chil- 
dren' should h^free. The old gentleman disposes of this 
text, and preaches upon it with this concluding exhorta- 
tion : * Wherefore, my friend, let you and me only strive 
to become the children of Jesus Christ, by controlling 
our natural evils, and placing ourselves under the golden 
sceptre of His merciful administration, and we shall then 
no longer complain of the demands made upon us by our 
country, but of our own want of that love for our country 
which would dispose us to comply with. those demands 
willingly^ cheerfully^ and thankfully. Thus we shall 

N 
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convert taxes into alms^ and taxation into an occasion of 
exercising our charity. Every diminution of our earthly 
property will be more than compensated by the gain of 
heavenly tempers, dispositions, and inclinations. But 
this is not all ; for we shall then be out of the reach of 
another taxation infinitely more intolerable than that of 
the government of our country, — I mean the taxation im- 
posed by our inordinate aflPections and appetites, which 
rob us not only of our money but of our peace ^ and whilst 
they drain our purses endanger also our everlasting hap- 
piness. Thus when once we become in good earnest the 
children of Jesus Christ we shall then recover our proper 
freedom^ because then we shall attain that spirit of hu- 
mility, meekness and charity in which all true freedom 
consists, and breaking the iron chains of that bondage in 
which we were before enslaved by our passions, we shall 
know experimentally the manifold blessedness to which 
Jesus Christ invites His followers when He says. 
Come unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy ladeuy and 
I will refresh you. Learn of M.B,for I am meek and lowly 
of hearty and ye shall find rest to your souls. For My 
yoke is easy an,d My burden is light,^ 

About this time he wrote to a clerical friend : — 
^ I entirely agres with you in deploring the present 
distracted state of the country, and in hoping and praying 
that it may have its proper effect, by leading us to seek 
refuge in the Divine Providence of the Most High, and 
to amend our lives accordingly. In my mind, one of the 
worst features of our situation is, that almost everyone 
seems inclined to throw the blame from his own shoulders 
and to fasten it upon others, when yet there is every 
reason to believe that each individual in the nation is a 
party in the guilt, and that consequently a general re- 
pentance is necessary to avert the evil. According to 
this view, I confess it gives me the greatest pain to read 
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in the daily papers, whether they be in favour of the 
Administration or against it, so much of sarcasm and 
severity in speaking of their opponents. For what good 
can result from abuse and contumely ? Doth not such 
ill-timed and bitter language tend to open our wounds 
instead of healing them, and to draw down upon us new 
judgments, when we ought, in the spirit of gentleness, 
compassion and charity, to endeavour to avert the old 
ones ? I do not mean by this remark to check the free- 
dom of opinion, for I think that every man ought to make 
up his mind on all great public questions, and to declare 
his sentiments boldly. But then I think at the same 
time that he is bound to keep his temper, and not to 
irritate when his intention is to convince. For it is a 
trite observation that wrath begets wrath ; and if this be 
true, what must be the consequence of writing in the 
bitterness of uncharitable censure, but that it is sure to 
kindle the same infernal fire in the reader's bosom, and 
thus to destroy charity, with the life and protection of 
Heaven ; whilst at the same time it nourishes hatred, and 
introduces the spirit of disorder and destruction, the powers 
of darkness ? Oh ! then, what good Samaritan will come 
and pour into our sores the oil and the wine of heavenly 
love and wisdom, and bring us to the inn of Divine rest 
and peace ? Alas ! is it not true that the Good Sama- 
BiTAK is come, and that He has brought with Him His 
healing oil and wine, but that we in our folly obstinately 
refuse His medicines, banish Him from His rightful king- 
dom — the kingdom of our hearts — and thus by a terrible 
necessity aggravate daily both our mischiefs and our 
miseries ? 

• • • • • 

^ Have you seen Mr. Erskine's pamphlet on the ** In- 
ternal Evidences of Christianity ? " It was sent me by 
a lady from Edinburgh, who speaks in high terms of the 

K 2 
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author as a man of talent, of learning, and of piety com- 
bined ; and I think the publication justifies this character. 
There is besides a striking originality in Mr. Erskine's 
views of his subject ; and what is of still more importance, 
a feeling sense of the high reasonableness of connecting 
faith with charity, speculation with obedience, and an 
assent to creeds and articles of belief with the vital spirit 
of that purity of conversation and conduct to which it 
was designed to lead.' 

In July, after the Hawkstone Meeting, Mr. Clowes 
again resorted to Barmouth, whence he writes, on the 
14th, to his old correspondent, telling her that he had 
been for some time in perpetual motion, but was at last 
stationary in a land of peace. He continues : * The hand 
of a kind Providence, I perceive, has been with you in 
all your transactions Much, therefore, as I con- 
gratulate you on the Queen's kindness towards you, and 
on the particular interest which all the royal branches of 
her family take in your concerns, I congratulate you still 
more ardently on the kindness and the interest which you 
have secured in the court of Heaven, and amongst the 
branches of the Royal Family there, who date their high 
pedigree and derive their princely titles and honours from 
the King of kings and Lord of lords. 

* You would be sorry to hear of the death of Lady 
Stanley, of the governess of whose children you speak in 
such high terms of commendation. She died at Lord 
Derby's seat at Knowsley, after a short but severe illness, 
which she bore with the utmost patience, and from which, 
notwithstanding the opinion of her physicians, she felt 
persuaded she should never recover. I have since visited 
the family at Knowsley, and was delighted to find amongst 
them such a blessed spirit of submission to the Divine 
will, at the same time that they are deeply sensible of the 
loss they have sustained. From Knowsley I proceeded 



CORRESPONDENCE. 181 

directly to join the Meeting at Hawkstone, which, though 
not so numerous as usual, was not the less agreeable and 
interesting.' 

To the same. 

* Manchester: November 15, 1817. 

^ I had intended writing about a fortnight ago, to con- 
gratulate you on the Queen's visit to , which would 

bring her and the Princess Elizabeth so near to you. . . . 
But how is the smile of congratulation turned into the 
tear of condolence, whilst we have to lament the irre- 
parable loss which the nation has lately sustained on the 
death of the excellent Princess Charlotte and her sweet 
infant ! Never surely did a more melancholy and awful 
event befall any country. Yet I am inclined to think 
that the latter feature is more prominent in it than the 
former, and thus that it is a louder call to deep humilia- 
tion before the Almighty, than to sorrow before men. 
Still, in whatever point of view the dispensation is seen, 
nothing was ever more calculated to excite at once the 
combined emotions of grief and sympathy, of reverential 
awe and profound abasement. We must not, however, 
forget Who it is that has permitted this heavy calamity 
to fall upon us, and that it is that Being of adorable and 
infinite mercy. Who doeth all things well^ and whose 
severest chastisements are replete with a Father's 
tenderness and regard, which we have no language to 
express. We must not forget, therefore, that in the cup 
of our sorrow is mingled the refreshing wine of the most 
heavenly consolation, and that, bitter as the draught may 
be to the taste, it will not fail, if we look up to the GoD 
who has prescribed it, to impart health, strength, bene- 
diction and peace, to the nation at large, and to every 
individual. Heaven grant that this may be its salutary 
effect ! In this town and neighbourhood, only one 
common sentiment prevails, which will be manifested on 
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the day of the funeral, by opening all the churches for 
Divine service, and shutting all the shops and warehouses.' 
A year afterwards^ he wrote to the same lady, as 
follows : — 

* Manchester; November 23, 1818. 

* My dear Madam, — I cannot delay for a moment 
condoling with you on the great loss, which the nation in 
general, and yourself and family in particular, have 
lately sustained by the removal of Her most excellent 
Majesty the Queen to a better and eternal world. The 
nation is deprived of a shining pattern of Christian virtue, 
which probably has had a powerful influence in drawing 
down the Divine benediction, and thus adding to the 
prosperity of the country, and yourself and family have 
lost a friend, as kind as she was exalted. Nevertheless, 
in the midst of our sorrows, there remain some consola- 
tions ; for surely, in the first place, we ought to rejoice at 
the thought that the dear object of our regard is removed 
from a state of suffering and infirmity, to wear that 
immortal crown of glory, joy, and peace, which her 
numberless virtues have been preparing for her, during 
the long period in which she was permitted to exercise 
them here below. We ought to rejoice, too, that her 
example cannot die, but will still remain with us, exciting 
us to follow it in the practice of all that is excellent and 
praiseworthy, and in the abhorrence of all that is other- 
wise. And why may we not add as another source of 
consolation, that she herself cannot die, and that, though 
removed from our bodily sight and observation, she is still 
alive, still as near to us as ever, and probably in a capacity 
of promoting the best interests both of the nation and of 
individuals, even more fully and effectually than whilst 
she was encumbered with a body 6f fiesh ? 

• » • » • 

< I confess, for one, I beUeve in this merciful arrange- 
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ment and provision of the Almighty ; and therefore I say 
to myself (and ah I how I wish to say it to everyone con- 
cerned) the Queen is not dead, but alive, and alive also in 
a state in which she is not only nearer to us, and more 
present with us, but in which, through the Divine mercy, 
she may be instrumental in promoting our comfort, our 
prosperity, and our spiritual and eternal good, even more 
successfully than when she was present with us in the 
body. 

^ Let us then seek comfort in these reflections, and then 
we shall by degrees find that our sorrow will be turned 
into joy. ^ 

It was a sentiment of the writer's, that progress 
towards perfection can only be made by the removal of 
present happiness : that if this remained with us, we 
should be satisfied with its possession, and not labour for 
higher joys ; that the Divine mercy, therefore, either 
permits it to be torn from us, or allows us to grow weary 
of its sameness, and then, under a sense of want, we 
acquire a hunger and thirst and at the same time a relish 
for something better. He believed, that we no sooner 
gain this qualification for the enjoyment of a higher 
happiness, than we obtain it, and with it a return, 
spiritually at least, of the happiness we had lost. Such 
an alternation, of the loss of an inferior and the gain of a 
higher degree of bliss, he maintained, will be our expe- 
rience throughout eternity, as regularly as the succession 
of night and day in the world of nature5 and equally 
essential for rest, refreshment, and health. 

Mr. Clowes concluded his Autobiographical Memoir on 
February 28, 1818. In the same year were published 
two very interesting works, * The Two Heavenly Memo- 
rialists ' and * The Two Worlds.' The former commences 
thus : ^ The humble Memorial of Love and Truth to 
all Christians.' These Memorialists then explain their 
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Divine origin and dignity, and how they have been the 
means of revealing the Almighty and His Word to man- 
kind, and expostulate with the Christian worid on its 
declension from their government and guidance, in other 
words, from evangelical faith and life. 

The other tract is inscribed to the congregation of St. 
John's, who are thus addressed : ^ I should think that I 
ill requited the good will and favour, which you have 
lately exhibited towards me by a public testimony, so 
costly to you, and so flattering to myself, could I for a 
moment forget those eternal interests of yours, which 
first gave birth to the sacred relationship subsisting 
between us, &c.' The argument of the treatise is, that 
the visible world derives its existence from the invisible, 
and therefore is connected with it, and not only demon- 
strates its existence, but makes manifest its properties 
and qualities : and ^ that man, during his abode here 
below, is an inhabitant of both worlds, the visible and the 
invisible, and that according to the quality of his life, he 
builds his eternal house, of happiness or of misery, in the 
invisible world ; of happiness in heaven, if he lives accord- 
ing to the laws of Divine order, and of misery in hell, if 
he disregards and rejects those laws.' 

With his never-failing application of truth to practi- 
cal life, the writer thus alludes to the removal of man 
from the visible fo the invisible world, by what is called 
Death. * Death, therefore, it is manifest from the above 
considerations, hath in it no terrors but those with which 
we arm it by our thoughtlessness and our sins ; and even 
what we call the loss of friends and relations, which in 
many cases is attended with such a poignancy of sorrow, is 
here seen to be in reality no loss, but rather our gain and 
advantage. For what is this deprivation, which so sen- 
sibly and so deeply affects us ? The visible image is 
indeed removed, which was before so gratifying to our 
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corporeal senses, but what then ? The invisible spirit, 
which is the real man, still remains as near to us as ever, 
and in asfulU or perhaps ^wZZcr capacity of administering 
to our true bliss ; by elevating our affections and thoughts 
to that spiritual and eternal world, of which it is an in- 
habitant ; by purifying thus our purposes ; by counter- 
acting the designs of those who would do us injury ; by 
protecting us from dangers ; in short, by more effectually 
promoting our best interests, than could have been in its 
power to do, whilst in the body of flesh, and thus subject 
to infirmity and the limitation of its best faculties.' 

In the course of this very interesting treatise no 
reference is made to Swedenborg, but at the end is the 
following paragraph : — 

^ N.B. — If the reader be desirous to see a further 
satisfactory account of the invisible world, he may find all 
his wishes fully satisfied by consulting a most interesting 
and edifying treatise on the subject, entitled a " Descrip- 
tion of Heaven and Hell," by that profound philosopher 
and theologian, the Hon. Emanuel Swedenborg.' 

In this year, 1818, was published also ^ A Letter to 
the Kev. J. Proud, in reply to his Remarks on Separation 
from the Old Church.' Mr. Proud, who was one of the 
strongest advocates for separation, had published a work 
entitled ^ An Aged Minister's Last Legacy to the New 
Church,' in which he revived the controversy, which for 
some time had been allowed to rest, and accused Mr. 
Clowes of prevarication and improper motives in continuing 
a minister in the Church of England. Mr. Clowes having 
replied in terms of just indignation, the Aged Minister's 
attack was disclaimed by his followers, who in the ^ In- 
tellectual Repository,' for September, 1818, deprecated 
the ^ mistaken zeal ' of one who had himself previously 
acted as a peacemaker. They acknowledged that ^ some 
of Mr. Proud's arguments — to say nothing of his vitu- 
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peration — are successfully exposed by his antagonist,' and 
that more of what really constitutes the Church exists 
amongst those who have not separated than among those 
who have; ^for unless our observation has greatly deceived 
us, the former have been more intent upon cultivating the 
principle of good^ whilst the latter have been more studious 
of intellectual light, which has been accompanied indeed 
with a warm natural zeal, but has not, as yet, been gene- 
rally united with its proper partner, a corresponding love.' 
This confession is as candid as it is humiliating, and fully 
confirms Mr. Clowes's opinion that the attempt to form 
an external Church in the shape of a sect, was altogether 
premature and mistaken; the so-called *New Church' 
being, by its own confession, merely a new ^ denomina- 
tion ' in the Old Church of faith without charity. 

The Editors of the ^ Intellectual Repository ' had also 
the fairness to exonerate Mr. Clowes from the charge of 
deception, in the following honest and hearty paragraph: — 

* Where a man has conscientiously entered into the 
ministry of the Old Church, and is there visited by the 
light of Truth, we are by no means convinced that he is 
required to withdraw. . . . With respect to this 
eminent labourer in the Lord's vineyard in particular, he, 
during a period of forty-five years, has devoted his time, 
talents, and purse to the propagation of the New Church. 
So far from seeking the shelter of obscurity, he has taken 
every opportunity of advocating the writings in which 
those doctrines are contained, both from the pulpit and 
the press ; and not satisfied with this, he has made it a 
point of conscience to send a copy of all his works, on 
their publication, to the bishop of his diocese. If, then, 
notwithstanding this manly sincerity, he has escaped being 
visited by ecclesiastical penalties, it can only be ascribed 
to the peculiar providence of the Lord whom he serves, 
operating through the liberal but profound policy of the 
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Church of England hierarchy ; and impartial reason must 
acknowledge that though he has not been called to endure 
the martyr's fate, he is not the less worthy to receive the 
martyr's crown.' 

This paragraph was, however, introduced by the fol- 
lowing proviso : — 

* For a young man, whose eyes have been opened to 
the light of the New Church, to enter into the ministry 
through the forms of the Old, is, in our estimation, such 
a perversion of order, and sacrifice of principle, as must 
effectually disqualify him for usefulness in his new 
capacity.' 

A few years later the supposed case occurred. A 

young gentleman, educated for the Church, partial to 

Swedenborg's doctrines, and startled by the judgment 

just quoted, applied for advice to Mr. Clowes, who 

answered thus : — 

* I wish to observe, in the first place, that the declara- 
tion in the extract from the " Intellectual Repository," 
which appears to have excited your alarm, seems to be of 
questionable authority, having no foundation to rest on, 
but the hasty, not to say presumptuous^ assertion of the 
Editor. For certain it is, that in the voluminous writings 
of our venerable Swedish scribe, not a syllable is to be 
found which warrants the conclusion that a receiver of 
the Heavenly Doctrines of the New Jerusalem, who 
enters into the ministry through the forms of the Old 
Churchy is liable to the heavy charge of a perversion of 
order and a sacrifice of principle. On the contrary, it is 
positively asserted by the enlightened Swedenborg, that 
the clergy are the appointed mediums, under the Divine 
Providence, for the eradication of false principles amongst 
the laity, and thus for the growth of the New Church by 
the insemination of truths. (See " True Christian Reli- 
gion," No. 784.) Again, in the " Arcana Coelestia," No. 
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6822, we read to this effect, " Good may be imparted to 
another by any member of the community, but not truth, 
except by those who are teaching ministers ; if it be im- 
parted by others, the consequence is that heresies have 
birth, and the Church is disturbed and rent asunder." 
Now, by the clergy and ministers in the above passages, it 
is evident to me, none else are meant but those who have 
entered into the ministry through the forms of the Old 
Church. If, then, the genuine truths of the New Church 
are to be taught by ministers who have received their 
authority to teach from the ministers of the Old Church, 
I confess I can see no substantial reason why a young 
man, who is eager from a pure principle of good will to 
his fellow-creatures to disseminate those truths, should 
make any scruple of giving effect to his heavenly purpose 
by submitting to receive his sacred credentials from the 
same authority. 

* It appears to me, therefore, my dear Sir, that you 
are at full Kberty to decide for yourself on this interesting 
occasion ; but when I say, decide for yourself, I do not 
mean that you should do so without first seeking counsel 
of the Great Counsellor, who alone is able to com- 
municate to His children the light of sound judgment for 
their continued guidance and direction. Allow me, then, 
to advise that in all humility and sincerity of purpose, 
you submit your case to the Divine inspection and deci- 
sion, removing first from your heart all those views of 
mere selfish glory and temporal advantage, which might 
tend to blind your eyes and pervert your judgment ; and 
then supplicating to be led entirely by the blessed and 
disinterested love of imparting the saving light of genuine 
truth to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of 
deaths 

The young gentleman was soon afterwards ordained, 
and instead of being ' effectually disqualified for useful- 
ness in his new capacity,' he proved to be a most eflicient 
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parish priest, and was so much esteemed by his flock and 
the superior clergyman, that when the latter, who dis- 
approved of, his doctrine, threatened him with dismissal, 
and he, resting on the Sixth Article of the Church, stood 
firm, the superior found he had not the heart to let 
him go. 

The year 1818 is memorable as the fiftieth of Mn 
Clowes's ministry at St. John's. So far from his * visionary ' 
views having weakened the respect and love of his con- 
gregation, they took this opportunity of testifying in a 
substantial manner their high regard for their venerable 
and beloved pastor. This took the form of a Portrait by 
J. Allen, and a Marble Tablet with basso relievo sculp- 
ture by Flaxman, who was himself a devout admirer of the 
New. Doctrines and of their translator and expositor. The 
Rector is represented in the act of instructing a group of 
children, accompanied by their parents and grandsire, 
to denote the three generations who had attended his 
ministry. Behind the rector a guardian angel is figured, 
bearing a palm branch, indicating the Divine Protection. 
The inscription runs thus : — 

TO COMMEMORATE 
THE FIFTIETH YEAB OF THE MINISTRY OF 

THE REVEEEND JOHN CLOWES, M.A., 

THE FIRST AND THE PRESENT RECTOR 

OF THIS church; 

AND TO TESTIFY THEIR 

AFFECTIONATE ESTEEM AND VENERATION 

FOR THE PIETY, LEARNING, AND BBNEYOLENCE 

OF THEIR AMIABLE PASTOR; 

WITH FEELINGS OF DEVOTTT GRATITUDE TO ALMIGHTY GOD 

"WHO HATH HITHERTO PRESERVED, 

AND WITH THEIR UNITED PRAYERS 

THAT HIS GOOD PROVIDENCB WILL LONG CONTINUB 

TO PRESERVE AMONGST THEM, 

80 EMINENT AND BNGAGINO AN EXAMPLE 

OP CHRISTIAN MEEKNESS, PURITY, AND LOVE, 

THE CONOBBGATION OF ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, MANCHESTER, 

ERECT THIS TABLET. 
MDCCCXIX. 
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The Editor begs leave here to introduce a criticism 
on this Tablet, as well as on Allen's fine Portrait. 

Being at Manchester in the year 1847, he paid a visit 
to St. John's Church, and was shown its treasures by an 
elderly woman of the name of Betty Cooper, who had 
been one of Mr. Clowes's Sundav-scholars. She was 
evidently pleased to expatiate to a willing listener, on the 
merits of her revered Pastor. The Portrait she acknow- 
ledged was good ; * but there was a look about Mr. Clowes 
that no picture can give. Many a time,' she continued, 
' have I seen him sitting in this chair, just as they've 
painted him. He used to look up, like that ; but they 
could not paint his look in a picture.' 

Of the inscriptions on the Tablet, she said he deserved 
all that was said. ^ It's all true. If ever there was a 
saint upon earth, our rector was one. That's just as he 
used to stand before the children. How he delighted in 
children 1 He seemed to live in the children : it's very 
strange — he never had any of his own, though he loved 
everybody else's so much. He was a Christian: I'm 
afraid we shall never see his like again.' 

This simple efiusion of a grateful heart is, perhaps, 
as precious, in its way, as the sculptured marble itself. 

The public tribute was the more honourable to all 
parties, by not owing its origin and chief support to 
those who agreed with the rector respecting the works of 
Swedenborg. The chief promoter was one who had years 
before joined in the complaint to the bishop, and many of 
the principal subscribers were indifferent or averse to 
Mr. Clowes's * peculiar views.' They united in their 
respect for his character and services, and in giving this 
valuable proof of the power of genuine worth and con- 
sistency of conduct, in gaining the goodwill and esteem 
of persons of different and even opposing sentiments. 

* Why don't you let us have more of yourself, and 
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less of the Baron?' said one of his unconvinced friends. 
* Dear James/ was the reply, ' all I have I owe to the 
Baron.' 

At the visitation next after the erection of the Tablet, 
the bishop's attention was drawn to it. He approved of 
the tribute of respect; but regretted that Mr. Clowes 
should be * such a weak man.' In all probability the 
bishop had little or no knowledge on the subject. His 
elder and stronger-minded predecessor thought differ- 
ently. 

At this period, the sense of Mr. Clowes's exertions in 
the cause of piety and virtue was by no means confined 
to his own congregation, or even to the laity. At a 
meeting of clergy in Liverpool, the conversation having 
turned upon his character, various opinions were ex- 
pressed, till a clergyman, who had hitherto been silent, 
and who was not suspected of * Swedenborgianism,' was 
asked his opinion. He replied, * I consider Mr. Clowes 
the apostle of the day.' 

About the same time, a Bill was brought into Parlia- 
ment for regulating the employment of children in cotton 
factories. During its progress through the House of 
Commons, a petition in support of it from the inhabitants 
of Manchester, with Mr. Clowes's signature first in the 
list, was presented by Mr. Peel, who stated that although 
he was not prepared to go the full length of the proposed 
enactments, he had no hesitation in saying that the signa- 
ture of the venerable John Clowes was of itself enough to 
call upon the House to give the Bill a most serious consi- 
deration. Mr. Phillips, a manufacturer and opposed to 
the Bill, followed by saying that he should certainly give 
the most respectful attention to a petition sanctioned by 
the signature of Mr. Clowes, whose character was too 
generally known and admired to need any remarks from 
him. 
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A man so full of years and honours might now, one 
would have thought, have been allowed to rest from con- 
troversial labour. ^But his work in that direction was not 
yet finished. The zeal of a Calvinistic Minister of Man- 
chester called him out, for the last time, in two separate 
Letters to the Rev. W, Rohy. The conclusion of the last 
letter is a characteristic example of the spirit and temper 
maintained by the writer in such conflicts. 

* I cannot bid you adieu, without first thanking you 
for the friendly caution you give me at the conclusion of 
your pamphlet, where you say, " The more I examine the 
Swedenborgian system, the more fully I am convinced 
that it is a most delusive and dangerous theory." For 
that you are so convinced I cannot doubt; neither am I dis- 
posed to suspect your sincerity, when you add, " I cannot 
but pray that you may live to discover and expose its 
fallacy." You must, however, allow, that before the fal- 
lacy can be exposed, it must be discovered ; and that it 
never can be discovered by me whilst I have no other 
authority for thinking and calling it a delusive and 
dangerous theory but your conviction. It is absolutely 
necessary that I should examine the theory myself ^ before 
I can either expose or discover its delusion and danger ; 
and I trust you will give me credit, when I say, that I 
have examined it, and that this examination has now con- 
tinued for upwards of forty years ; during which period I 
have asked myself, a thousand and a thousand times, the 
following questions: Can there be any delusion and 
danger in believing Jesus Christ to be the Most High 
God, and in drawing nigh unto Him and adoring Him 
accordingly ? Can there be any delusion and danger in 
loving this GoD with all my heart, and soul, and strength, 
and putting my whole trust in Him ? Can there be any 
delusion and danger in acknowledging Him to be at once 
my Creator, my Redeemer, and my Regenerator ? Can 



REPLY TO ROBY. 193 

there be any delusion and danger in being persuaded that 
what is commonly called the Word of God is in very 
deed and truth the Word op God ? Can there be any 
delusion and danger in acknowledging this Word to be 
replenished with the Divine Love and Wisdom of God in 
all its. parts, and in endeavouring to keep all its holy 
precepts, by forsakmg all sin, and living a good life, 
under the blessed guidance and influence of its Divine 
Author? Can there be any delusion and danger in 
loving my neighbour as myself, and fulfilling my duties 
towards him by doing to him as I would have him do to 
me ? Can there be any delusion and danger in abounding 
in good works, whilst I acknowledge humbly and grate- 
fully that all my power to do them is from Jesus Christ, 
and that consequently all the merit of them belongs to 
that Great and Holy God ? Can there, again, be any 
delusion and danger in believing that I have free will^ 
and that if I had it not, I could not be a man^ and that 
consequently I am responsible before God for my own 
conduct? And, lastly, can there be any delusion and 
danger in ascribing all evil to man, and not to God ; and 
thus in insisting that man, by the abuse of his free will, 
has given birth to sin, to death, to hell and all its tor- 
ments, whilst the mercy of God has been continually 
striving to avert all those mischiefs, and to mitigate where 
it could not avert ? • I have asked myself, I say, these 
questions a thousand and a thousand times, and at every 
time I have been more and more convinced that they 
ought to be answered by a peremptory and positive no. 
Can there, then, I ask further, be any delusion and 
danger in the system which recommends and enforces 
these evangelical duties ? ' 

* You see, then, Sir, how, in spite of all your remon- 
strances, I am likely to remain, in opinion, diametrically 

o 
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and incorrigibly opposed to you ; but in affection, I trust, 
united with you in all that is good, and from that affec- 
tion devoutly praying for your temporal and eternal wel- 
fare.' 

Who that had any congeniality of sentiment with such 
a man, could forbear addressing him, as he was addressed 
on another occasion, 

Clowes ! our armour in the fight. 
Our Church's shield and spear I 
Late into Heaven direct thy flight, 
The world still needs thee here. 

And who, on further reflection, would not admit that the 
poet's Serus in ccelum redeasy could not be properly ap- 
plied to the being, whose innocent, peaceful, and joyous 
life had, in him, brought down a heaven upon earth — ^to 
be inuneasurably expanded, no doubt, when the mortal 
covering should at last drop from him ? 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

FUETHER CORRESPONDENCE. 

1819-1823. 

On New Year's Day Mr. Clowes wrote to his con- 
stant correspondent, thanking her for a New Year's 
gift, and commending the virtues of the late Queen 
Charlotte. *Her virtues, it is plain, have not been known 
to the public, and perhaps for this very reason, because 
they were virtues ; in other words, because there was in 
them nothing of ostentation, or of a desire to he seen of 
meriy and thus they were concealed from public view. 
But great is her reward in heaven, where everyone is 
estimated, not according to what he appears to be, but ac- 
cording to what he is ; thus not according to the outside 
of his good works, but according to the inward principles 
from which they proceeded. I am delighted to find that 

the Princess has derived any consolation from my 

hasty reply to your esteemed favour.' 

To the same, 

* You express a wish that I had been present at Mr. 
•'s feast ; but perhaps you are not aware that, had I 



been there, I should probably have wished myself away 
again. For to me, nothing is more painful than to witness 
anything in the shape of ostentation and parade, espe- 
cially amongst those whose situations in life might so 

o 2 
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well excuse them from affecting it. At the same time I 
would not be understood as condemning all grandeur and 
elegance when suited to circumstances^ but only when 
not suited; since in the former case they may be required 
by the rules of reason and propriety ; whereas in the lat- 
ter they are in direct opposition both to reason and pro- 
priety and their rules. Yet even in this latter case, we 
must learn to make allowances for human infirmity, and 
particularly for youth and inexperience.' 

To the same. 

< March 16, 1819. 

* It is with no small regret that I acquaint you that an 
unexpected event will, I fear, prevent my paying my in- 
tended visit in May next. A dissenting minister in this 
town has lately published a course of lectures in which he 
inveighs with much severity against our favourite author, 
his doctrines, and his disciples. I have been strongly 
urged to endeavour to repel the calumnies by which the 
attack is supported, and in vain have I pleaded my age 

and infirmities And therefore here I am, ready 

to enter the lists and draw my sword against an angry 
and able adversary, priding himself on the apparent ad- 
vantage he has gained by striking the first blow. But I 
humbly trust that the Lord and His armies are on my 
side, and from their Omnipotent aid my own weak arm 
will receive strength sufficient for the combat, and be 
rewarded with victory.' 

To the same. 

* Manchester: June 2, 1819. 

* I had no sooner finished my reply to Mr. Roby, and 
corrected the proof sheets of the new publication of the 
Gospel according to St. John, than I was called off into 
Yorkshire My present design is to go im- 
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mediately after the Hawkstone Meeting to Barmouth, and 
stay there till the end of September, in the hope of laying 
in a store of health for the winter. Yet I cannot abandon 
the hope of seeing you, and I propose that you and your 
son and one of your daughters should come to Hawkstone, 
and afterwards accompany me to Barmouth,' 

On the 14th July he writes from Barmouth to say 
that it was well his friend declined the invitation to 
Hawkstone, as, * contrary to all precedent, there was not 
a single lady present to make tea and enliven the conver- 
sation.' The Meeting was unusually small, consisting of 
no more than six gentlemen and two boys. * It frequently 
happens,' Mr. Clowes remarks, *that the Divine Provi- 
dence of the Most High, in presenting obstacles to the 
accomplishment of our wishes, consults our happiness 
much more successfully than we had consulted it our- 
selves. 

* Poor dear I what need has he of patience to 

bear the dispensations of his Heavenly Father! And 
will not this heavenly virtue be granted him, whenever 
he sincerely asks for it ? And if he be supported by a 
divine patience, what blessing can he then want ? For 
is not Patience a balm for all our sorrows, a refuge in all 
dangers, a medicine for every disorder, composing the 
turbulence of our passions, softening the asperity of our 
self-will, and thus connecting us, not only with the Omni- 
potence, but also with the mercy, love, and favour of that 
Divine Being, in whom alone it originates, and whose 
kingdom it at once both testifies and supports? ' 

It was a remark of Mr. Clowes's in conversation, 
* The All of Patience is the Lord. He alone can bear 
our burdens ; but man, while he stands in his own self- 
hood, thinks to bear them by his own strength, and fails.' 

In November he writes from Manchester, saying that 
he had been again called upon to do combat for the 
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Truth, with the same assailant, who, armed with the 
letter of Scripture, had contended for the Calvinistic doc- 
trines of Election, Justification by Imputation, &c. He 
then refers to his explanation of the Gospel of St. John : 
* What is the testimony which it presents, but that Jesus 
Christ is the God of heaven and earth, and that the way 
to be good and happy is to acknowledge Him as the Only 
Source of all goodness and happiness, and to keep His 
holy precepts of love and charity, by renouncing all sin, 
and living humbly, innocently, obediently and usefully ? 
Alas I how much is this blessed spirit wanted amongst us, 
to counteract the terrible plague of poisonous and deadly 
principles, which is at this day affecting the Body Politic^ 
and threatening destruction to every virtuous hope and 
energy I For, if Jesus Christ be not approached and 
acknowledged, how, then, can we approach and acknow- 
ledge any God ? And if no God be approached and ac- 
knowledged, what would be the necessary dreadful con- 
sequence, but that every kind and degree of disorder and 
confusion will ensue, until the feet are set above the 
head, and the kingdom being thus inverted, becomes a 
monster, instead of a man, or rather a den of infernals^ 
instead of a blessed abode, in which the heavenly host may 
sing their delightful anthem of Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth, peace, goodwill to men 9 ' 

To C. A. Tulk, Esq. 

'Manchester: Februaiy 14, 1820. 

* My very dear Sir, — Many thanks are due for your 
kind letter received on Saturday last, notwithstanding the 
melancholy tidings which it conveyed of the loss lately sus- 
tained by our excellent friend Flaxman. For there is a 
secret pleasure in condolence, I had almost said equal to 
what attends congratulation ; because it brings into exer- 
cise the best faculties of our minds, and thus draws us 
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nearer to the Divine Source of all blessedness. Indeed, 
IS there not good reason to believe that, in this respect, con-- 
dolence has the advantage over conffratulatiouy inasmuch 
as the former is in closer connection with that mourning 
which is pronounced blessedy whereas the latter frequently 
mixes itself with those delights of the natural man which 
produce weeping? On the present occasion too, it is 
not easy to decide whether joy or sorrow ought to pre- 
ponderate, thus whether we have more reason to condole 
with, or to congratulate, our much beloved friend. It is 
granted that he is deprived of the bodily presence of the 
dear object of his regret, but what then ? He knows, 
and is well assured, that notwithstanding this deprivation, 
her interior presence is both nearer and fuller^ and that 
she is besides in a state of consulting and providing for 
his welfare more effectually than whilst she remained in 
her earthly tabernacle of flesh and blood. For what 
effect can death be supposed to produce on this interior^ 
this real presence ? It indeed dismantles the soul of its 
material covering, but it can neither remove it from the 
objects of its regard ; nor can it diminish in the slightest 
degree the sweet and heavenly affections by which it was 
attached to those objects. I am persuaded then, that 
whenever our friend comes to recollect himself, and to 
view things in the light of Heaven, in which he has been 
accustomed to view them, he will discover that in reality 
he has lost nothing, but is rather a gainer, having another 
dear angel to watch over him, to encamp around him, to 
minister to him, to console him in his troubles, to guard 
him against dangers, and to conduct him by the hand 
through the uncertainties of this mortal life, until she in- 
troduces him to all the sure and great realities of her own 
bliss in the kingdom of heaven. 

* When you see our dear friend, will you have the 
goodness to remind him of these things, and to tell him at 
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the same time, how affectionately I enter into all his pre- 
sent feelings, and that I would have told him so myself 
had I not been afraid of intruding on the sanctuary of his 
sorrows.' 

In another letter he says : * When you see our dear 
Flaxman, will you inform him, with my best regards, that 
the Tablet, towards the bottom, begins to lose its beauti- 
ful white colour, and is disfigured by a dirty brown, which 
seems inherent in the marble, and resists all the power of 
soap and water. Query, is it removable ? ' 

In the same letter he alludes to a proposed work, in 
which it was intended to draw from * those sterling 
writers, Sterry, Cudworth, Smithy Malebranchey Berkeley ^ 
FeneloTiy 8fc, on which Mr. Clowes remarks, ^ It will, I 
doubt not, be highly gratifying to many well-disposed 
minds, to see a repetition of the miracle which attended 
our Lord's Crucifixion, as it is described in these words 
of Evangelical History, And the graves were opened; and 
many bodies of the saints which slept arose and came out 
of their graves y and went into the Holy City^ and appeared 
unto many, (Matt, xxvii. 52-53.) May I be allowed 
to recommend three other sleeping saints to your cata- 
logue, viz.. Bishop Patrick^ Dr. Henry Morcy and Jeremy 
White f ' 

In April, 1820, he writes to Mrs. , * Shall I con- 
gratulate or condole with you on the late awful event 
which has deprived the Royal Family of its head, the 
kingdom of its chief ruler and brightest example, and 
yourself of a kind friend and benefactor ? I feel disposed 
rather to adopt the language of congratulation, because I 
am persuaded you will agree with me in the sentiment, 
that joy and thanksgiving ought to be the predominant 
affections with us all, from observing the sorrows of our 
excellent monarch changed into comforts, his deprivations 
into possessions, and his temporal crown (alas ! too often 
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beset with thorns), into an eternal crown of glory in that 
everlasting world, where God shall wipe away all tears 
from his eyeSy and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow nor crying , neither shall there be any more pain.^ 

July again found Mr, Clowes at Hawkstone, and 
afterwards at Barmouth. On his journey he visited a 
lady who had been long nursing her husband in a most 
distressing malady of body and mind. * Nothing/ says 
Mr. Clowes, * short of immediate Divine aid can be con- 
ceived able to produce such a combination of firmness 
with submission, of cheerfulness with extreme suffering, 
of nice and delicate feeling with so deep and devout a 
sense of duty. But her exertions are near their termina- 
tion, for the object of her solicitude has taken no nourish- 
ment of any kind for eight or ten days, and appears to be 
nearly a corpse. Most earnestly do I hope and pray for 
a happy issue of this melancholy business to all the parties 
concerned, that so one sufferer may find comfort in the 
exchange of this world for a better, and another may be 
rescued from her long and painful attendance on disease, 
infirmity, and wretchedness. 

* The party at Hawkstone,' he continues, * though not 
numerous, was in a high degree harmonious and agree- 
able, consisting of two ladies and twelve gentlemen, a 
number you will say perhaps, not very favourable either 
to harmony or agreeableness. I grant it ; but allow me 
to observe that on some occasions we are gainers even by 
our wants, as in the present instance the two ladies were 
impelled, by their natural tenderness and desire to please, 
to make up for a deficiency in numbers by extraordinary 
exertions ; whilst the gentlemen, flattered by those exer- 
tions, imagined for a moment that the virtues, qualities, 
and excellences of the whole female sex were concentrated 
in those two.' 

The following letter refers to one of the most distress- 
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ing of mortal troubles, "where a virtuous woman finds her 
own husband has played the hypocrite and rogue. Mr. 

Clowes thus writes to a mutual friend : — * Poor Mrs. ! 

When you see her, assure her how tenderly I feel for her, 
and how my most devout prayers are offered up for her 
consolation. Endeavour at the same time to convince 
her that, heavy as her cross is, a proportionable strength 
will be granted her to bear it, and a proportionable peace 
will be derived from it, provided she fixes her eyes and 
her heart on Him whose cross was heavier. For is not 
this the blessed language which every cross speaks, and 
especially a heavy cross ? Doth it not assure the poor 
Buiferer that he is called to walk in the same heavenly- 
path with the Great Saviour ; that he is supported by the 
same Omnipotence ; that underneath are the Everlasting 
Arms ; that his God is with him, conducting him to glory ; 
that he will lose nothing by his sorrows but sin ; and that 
when bis sorrows are past, and the work of purification 
accomplished, the cross will then be converted into a 
crown, which will be set on the head of the victorious 
mourner, and be his passport to the realms of eternal 
bliss ? Endeavour further to convince her that possibly 
her unhappy partner may finally become a gainer by the 
open discovery now made of his baseness, because it may- 
tend to remove from his eyes the veil which had hereto- 
fore concealed that baseness from him. And who can 
calculate on the happy effect which this self-knowledge 
may be supposed to produce in him ? 

*It is granted that it may probably prove a stone, 
which may break his heart and grind him to powder ; but 
we know that a broken heart is of great price in the sight 
of Him who hath said. The sacrifices of God are a broken 
spirit ; a broken and a contrite hearty O God, Thou wilt 
not despise, 

^ Let us not then despair of the lost sheep^ but rather 
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hope that he may he found of the Good Shepherd, who 
will lay him on his shoulders rejoicing; and thus there will 
be joy in Heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than 
over ninety and nine just persons who need no repentance, 

* You have been sufferers, I find, to a large amount in 
pecuniaries hj the misconduct above noted; but I am 
delighted to find that what you have lost in purse you 
have gained in charity; and what comparison is there 
between the loss and the gain f For what can the purse 
do towards procuring solid happiness ? It is granted it 
can procure the bodily necessaries and comforts of the 
present temporal life ; but there its powers end, and it 
can neither contribute to our mental peace here, nor to our 
eternal peace hereafter. But charity ^ on the other hand, 
provides for both our mental and eternal peace, by root- 
ing out from our hearts all corrupt and restless passions, 
by introducing in their place all the graces and virtues 
of heaven, and by thus connecting us with the God of 
Heaven, with His holy angels, and with all the wealth of 
His kingdom. I fancy therefore that I see you now much 
richer than before, because with the loss of that money 
whose image and superscription is Ccesar^s, you have 
gained that whose image and superscription is God's.' 

Mr. Clowes remarked in conversation, that * Men may 
be led into interior innocence by the loss of exterior in- 
nocence. Unless man had outwardly fallen he could not 
have been delivered from his interior evils. How won- 
derful that he should be enriched by his misery, rise on 
his ruins, and be purified by his corruptions ! ' 

In November he was again with his friend Mr. Smyth, 
at Heath, near Wakefield, whence he writes, rejoicing 
that the lady alluded to in the letter last quoted was 
bearing her afflictions *like a Christian,' and therefore 
* was in a sure way to secure the promised beatitude 
where it is written. Blessed are they that mourn^for they 
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shall be comforted. For what,' continues the writer, * is 
her mourning y and what \& any mourning y but a ground 
both permitted and ordained by the Divine Providence 
for the manifestation of consolation, and of a consolation 
originating not in temporal and earthly considerations, 
but in the eternal and Divine mercy of the Most High 
God? It is therefore an everlasting truth that every 
good hath its opposite evil, and every evil its opposite 
good ; and that the law both of the existence and of the 
operation of evil is that the humbled and penitent suiFerer 
may be led by it to look upwards to the Supreme Good, 
that is, to the Incarnate God, for deliverance, and may 
thus be made sensible of the Divine mercy, goodness, and 
power, which can only be known by the protection and 
salvation afforded. It is my devout prayer that our 
afflicted friend may find this to be the blessed end of all 
her troubles, and that thus the bitter waters of Marah in 
her case, as well as in that of the children of Israel, may 
prove instrumental in manifesting and magnifying the 
Divine mercy and omnipotence of the God of Israel.' 

The subject of opposites, alluded to in the foregoing 
letter, is discussed in a treatise published this year, and 
dedicated, as most of the author's works are, to his con- 
gregation. He says in his preface, * Though forbidden 
by bodily infirmity to address you from the pulpit, and 
though this infirmity has now been of long continuance, 
yet I cannot be insensible to your eternal interests, the 
magnitude of which, like that of natural objects, seems to 
increase in proportion as their distance diminishes.' . . . 
^ Since it hath pleased the Divine Providence still to allow 
me the use of my pen, I flatter myself that you will not 
think I have trespassed too much on your time and pa- 
tience in my present application of it, the intent of which 
is to secure to you more effectually the blessings prepared 
for you in another life, by putting you on your guard 
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against a subtle argument of modem infidelity^ calculated 
to mislead and discourage you in the pursuit of them, 
whilst it represents the pursuit as attended with insur- 
mountable difficulties, and at the same time charges the 
Great Creator and Governor of the unirerse with 
either ignorance or injustice, or both, for permitting those 
difficulties. . . . You cannot be ignorant of the diabolical 
attempts which have of late been made, and are now 
making, both in this and other kingdoms of Europe, to 
annihilate the Christian Religion by doubting, disputing, 
and denying the evidences of the Revelation on which it 
is founded ; and by thus endeavouring to prove that the 
Word of the Most High God is a merely human 
fabrication.' 

The author then refers to the doctrines of the infidel 
school of Paine, Carlile, and the French philosophers, 
where it was taught that the devil cannot have any ex- 
istence, because the Almighty would not allow of such an 
opposition to His power ; that the Bible must be fabulous, 
because the Almighty could not have planted in Paradise 
a tree He must have known would be a source of mischief 
and opposition to His will ; and that nothing in man can 
really be opposed to his Creator, since in obeying his 
natural lusts he only obeys an impulse received from his 
Maker. These plausible fallacies are disposed of in the 
* Treatise on Opposites,' which shows their nature, origin, 
and use, as the means of man's rational freedom and ele- 
vation above the rank of a mere animal governed by 
instinct. The treatise is one of th^jmost interesting and 
instructive of the author's voluminous writings. 

A smaller but equally edifying work appeared in the 
following year, 1821, entitled ^Christian Temper; ' which 
has passed through many editions. 

The following are extracts from Mr. Clowes's letters 
to different persons about this time : — 
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* You say that quiet is prescribed for you, and I think 
the prescription a good one ; but then I cannot help ask- 
ing, What is quiet f and how is it to be obtained ? and 
the answer to these questions convinces me that quiet is 
nothing else but unlimited trust in the Almighty at all 
times and on all occasions, whether we are in company or 
alone; active in the discharge of our duties, or doing 
nothing ; and that consequently we may be always quiet, 
whilst we can look upwards towards heaven, and renounce 
the anxiety of self-activity and the impetuosity of our 
passions. In this view, therefore, of the subject, I regard 
quiet as a sovereign balm for all the distempers of both 
body and soul, because it has a tendency to introduce into 
both the healing virtue of the Divine presence, influence, 
and protection.' 

^ It. may be thought, perhaps, that health and strength, 
as being favours showered down upon us by a Divine 
bounty, are the most likely things of all others to make 
us sensible of that bounty. It is true ; and if we made a 
right use of these favours they would doubtless produce 
the happy effect they were designed to do. But, alas I 
how few of us do make this riffht use of them t and how 
necessary therefore it is that the favours should be occa- 
sionally suspended, in order to teach us from Whom they 
come I . . . Blessed then be every suspension of earthly 
bliss by which we are taught the salutary lesson of our 
former ingratitude in not referring it thankfully to its 
true Source, and of our continual dependence on that 
Source for its future enjoyment.' 

* What shall we say are the proper distinguishing 
features which characterise the true Christian, but that 
gratitude, patience, contentment, humility, affection for 
mankind, fear of God, and love to keep His command- 
ments and do His will, which you so justly ascribe to 
your departed friend, and which are at once the infallible 
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proo& of evangelical life, and the sure qualifications to 
receive its eternal rewards? The highest seat there- 
fore at the Marriage Feast, I apprehend, is not assigned 
to those whose virtues have been blazoned in the records 
of public renown, and who rank high in the opinions 
of mortals as mistaken as themselves ; but rather to 
those unknown, silent, simple, humble, and penitent 
children of the Most High, who have no monuments to 
boast of but the sincerity of their obedience, and who 
have sought no fame but what results from a pure, dis- 
interested love to the Great Redeemer and His holy 
precepts.' 

* My prayers are united with yours that your son's 
career at the University may be a successful one ; but to 
secure this great and blessed end, it will be necessary that 
he keep his mind open and in a constant elevation to the 
Fountain of Wisdom, the Great Saviour, in sincere sup- 
plication that he may be preserved from the insanities of 
science, by keeping always in view its only proper and 
only blessed end. I do not mean by this caution to abate 
his ardour in the pursuit of science, but rather to give it 
an increasing stimulus, by suggesting that the grand use 
of all science is to confirm the documents of revealed 
Truth by giving them fuller and clearer illustration, and 
thus to serve as a foundation in the human mind oh which 
to erect the magnificent fabric of all evangelical graces, 
virtues, and blessings. When science is pursued in sub- 
servience to this design, it is then as the daughter of Tyre 
with a gift, amongst the rest of the king's daughters ; but 
when it is pursued in the pride and vanity of human in- 
telligence, it is then as one of the daughters of the Philis^ 
tineSf and of the un circumcised,^ 

Elsewhere Mr. Clowes observed that the scientific 
man is represented by Hiranij who furnished materials for 
the completion of Solomon's Temple, but despised the 
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cities which Solomon gave him ; for, the mere man of 
science ^ makes light of the doctrinals of good and truth, 
represented by Solomon's cities^ and accounts them as 
vile in comparison with his own sciences.' 

^ Three-score years and ten ' had now been long over- 
passed, and the * four-score years ' allotted as the extreme 
of life were nearly completed, without any decay of 
mental and literary power. Almost every year brought 
forth some new work, deep, original, full of knowledge 
of human nature and of practical wisdom and instruction. 
In September 1822, the venerable scribe writes from 
Abergele to Mr. Tulk, that a new work on the * Twelve 
Hours of the Day ' had occupied his thoughts and time so 
much as to interfere with his private correspondence. 
* As to myself,' he continues, ^ I still labour under infir- 
mities, but I am thankful for being enabled to look above 
them, and thence to look dowriy and see how they are all 
appointed to their several duties of purification, and thus 
compelled to administer to real health and strength.' 

In December he writes from Manchester, to Mr. 
Tulk, thanking him for the perusal of a letter from Mr. 
Tafel, who, he says, ^ appears to me to be a devout lover 
of Truth for its own sake, and who, I doubt not, when 
his zeal becomes tempered with a proper measure of 
heavenly prudence, will be rendered an eminently useful 
member of the New Church. The idea of a third 
Sacrament, viz. Washing the Feet, as suggested by 
Nordenskjold, seems to have made some impression on the 
mind of Mr. Tafel, yet it is evidently not a very deep 
one, and may therefore, we may hope, when he has 
attained a greater maturity of judgment, be entirely 
obliterated. .... 

^ I shall wait anxiously for the arrival of your 
promised manuscript, and you may depend upon it, shall 
give it a serious and candid perusal, and afterwards com- 
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municate to you my free sentiments on its contents. 
Mrs. Uppleby, too, will consider it her duty, when she 
has seen the work, to tell you what her real opinion is of 
the doctrine which it involves. She was to have come 
hither immediately after Christmas, but I find is now 
likely to be detained at Heath by the christening of her 
grand-daughter, on which occasion she is to be one of the 
sponsors. 

* In the course of next week, I hope to be able to send 
you a copy of my new work on the " Twelve Hours of 
the Day," &c.' 

In April, 1823, he writes from Manchester, apologising 
for delay in answering a letter received in November : — 

* In the first place, I have been very much indisposed 
during the late severe winter, in consequence of a cold 
and cough, which rendered the use of my pen both 
irksome and hurtful ; and in the second place, I have been 
burdened with business, particularly with the labour of 
a new version of the Gospel according to Luke, which, 
like the Gospel according to Matthew and John, is to be 
accompanied with copious extracts from the writings of 
our illustrious Emanuel Swedenborg. But there is yet a 
third cause of the delay of my reply to your welcome 
despatch, — I wished to say something about my summer 
plans. . . . Allow me then to observe that Mrs. 
Uppleby is ordered by her medical attendant to pass 9 
few weeks at Leamington Spa, and I have promised to 
attend her and stay with her there till the Hawkstone 
Meeting on the 1st of July, after which we go to Beau- 
maris for the rest of the summer. Is there any possibility 
of your joining us ? ' 

To C. A. Tulky Esq., M.P. 

* Abergele, N. Wales : July 9, 1823. 

* My very dear Sir, — We parted at Leamington with 

p 
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much regret, yet not without a strong seasoning of conso- 
lation, derived from the hope of seeing you again in 
September. At Birmingham I had the gratification of 

being introduced to Mr. A and his amiable sister. 

The first impression made by my associates was in a high 
degree favourable, and continued to improve every day 
during the Hawkstone Meeting, to which they were 
attracted by a strong desire, partly to hear more of the 
New Doctrines, and partly to be introduced to our dear 
Mrs. Uppleby. Indeed their eagerness on both these 
accounts was such, that they prevailed upon us to protract 
our stay at Hawkstone three days beyond the usual 
period of the Meeting, so that we had an opportunity of 
gaining a more intimate acquaintance with the qualities 
and characters of both brother and sister than we should 
otherwise have had. When you next see Mrs. Uppleby, 
she will describe them to you, with all the power of 
colouring and of feature for which she is so well qualified, 
and therefore I shall only add, that the sister drank in 
the New Doctrines with an inmost affection, which instantly 
rejected every doubt suggested either against their truth 
or their authority, whilst the brother also drank deeply, 
but in drinking swallowed some sceptical insects, which 
had mingled themselves in the cup, and which gave him 
some disturbance before he could enjoy his draught with 
full relish. I am decidedly, however, of opinion, that the 
persuasion, which he has admitted, respecting the Doctrine 
of the Lord, and the internal sense of the Word, will 
finally prevail over all opposing principles, and render 
him a living and distinguished member of the Lord's 
New Church and kingdom. 

^ You will be glad to hear that the Meeting was well 
attended, and that the usual peace, harmony, and good- 
will prevailed, marking its conjunction with those blessed 
beings, the extension of whose kingdom it is intended to 
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promote. All the members deeply regretted that your 
parliamentary engagements did not allow you to come 
and preside over them ; but they hoped that another year 
would be more favourable to their wishes.' 

The long-expected manuscript^ containing Mr. Tulk's 
new ideas of the nature of the correspondence between the 
natural and spiritual worlds^ and of the Divine Incarna- 
tion, reached Mr. Clowes two days after the date of the 
foregoing letter. Whether Mr. Tulk had succeeded in 
clearly explaining his views, has been questioned, but 
they found no favour with Mr. Clowes; who wrote to 
him as follows : — 

* Abergele: July 11, 1823. 

* My very dear Sir, — Your favour of the 8th was put 
into my hands this morning, and has excited a disturbance, 
a trouble, I might say a horror, which I have no words to 
express. Oh I my excellent and ever-to-be-loved friend ! 
let me intreat you, by all the affection which you bear to 
the truth of God's Holy Word, and to the interpretation 
of it as delivered by the enlightened Messenger of the 
New Dispensation, to pause awhile before you introduce 
to public view sentiments the certain tendency of which 
is to distract, disturb, and possibly to destroy the infant 
faith of the members of the Lord's glorious New Church. 
You tell me of a meeting of some of those members in 
London, and because they are divided in their opinion, 
you contend that this is a suflBcient reason why you 
should publish yours. But you forget the thousands in 
other parts of the United Kingdom, whose faith is already 
fixed in that glorified Humanity of the Blessed 
Jesus, which you maintain to be only a creature of the 
imagination^ and who consequently, though they deplore 
the mistaken ideas which you would impose on them, may 
not possibly have strength sufficient to dissipate the 
darkness excited by them. Besides, if your Society in 

F 2 



212 LIFE OF THE REV. JOHN CLOWES. 

London cannot agree on certain speculative points, will 
you urge this as any just ground for casting an apple of 
contention amongst other societies, and thus introducing 
discord and disagreement amongst them ? I will venture 
to say that on the north side of the Trent there is not a 
single member of any New Church Society who has ever 
adopted your visionary sentiments respecting the Lord's 
Divine Humanity, and who will not be shocked when 
he hears that such sentiments have ever been patronised, 
and especially that they are to be found in print. Why 
then, my dear friend, will you not have compassion on 
these lamhs and sheep of the Great Shepherd, by 
sparing them the pains and the pangs which they will 
certainly feel if ever your intended publication meets 
their eyes ? At present they are satisfied with a belief in 
the Divine Humanity of their Saviour God, and 
regard that Humanity as the corner stone of the spiritual 
building the Church. Is it not cruel then to attempt to 
shake their faith, by rejecting that corner stone on which 
it is founded ? But for a moment I will put cruelty out • 
of the question, and will argue with you on the point of 
consistency. I would ask, therefore, is it consistent with 
the truth to say that a man can have an idea of something 
which has no existence, or that he can be said to believe 
in anything which has no real being but in his own 
mind ? Yet doth not your theory pronounce all this to 
be consistent, whilst it allows of none but an ideal Divine 
Human ? 

* But I forbear further discussion, partly because I am 
unwilling to give you pain, and partly because it is 
attended with extreme pain to myself. . . . 

* I cannot, however, conclude my letter of remon- 
.strance without asking your pardon for the freedom which 

I have taken, and which nothing but a sense of duty could 
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have compelled me to take. I am eager also to assure 
you, whatever may be your future decision on the im- 
portant point in question, that I must ever remain, with 
best love and devout prayers for you all, your ever 
grateful and affectionate 

^ J. Clowes.' 

To the same. 

'Abergele: July 21, 1823. 

^ My very dear Sir, — Discovering from your favour of 
yesterday that it is useless for me to reason any longer 
with you on the subject of your manuscript, I have come 
to the determination henceforth to bury my distressing 
thoughts about it in a profound silence. I cannot, how- 
ever, bid adieu to our late painful discussion, without 
expressing my admiration of that forbearance on your 
part which hath not suffered difference of opinion to make 
any breach in the more important obligations of Christian 
love, goodwill, and charity. May such forbearance still 
continue to exert its blessed influence, and though we 
cannot accord in speculative points of doctrine, may we 
be found ever united most closely in the bonds of that 
benevolence which is above all speculation ! 

• • • • • 

* The month of August is now fast approaching, and 
leads us to think of September, at the beginning of which 
we mean to return to Leamington, under the delightful 
hope of renewing our personal association with yourself 
and dear Mrs. Tulk.' 

Mr. Tulk afterwards explained his theory of the 
material world and of the Divine Incarnation in his little 
work * The Record of Family Instruction,' and more fully 
in his larger publication on * Spiritual Christianity.' This 
is not the place to discuss the theory in question ; but it 
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seems only right, in a Life of Mr. Clowes, to include the 
foregoing letters. Whatever the reader's views of the 
theory may be, he cannot but be impressed with the 
Christian charity, and mutual respect and esteem shown 
by the correspondents. 
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CHAPTER XIV- 

RESIDENCE AT LEAMINGTON AND WARWICK. 

1823—1828. 

The state of Mr. Clowes's health, and the infirmities 
natural to the age of eighty years and upwards, did not 
allow of his returning to Manchester. He now took up 
his residence at Leamington; where he completed his 
treatise ^ On Delights ; their origin, variety, uses and end ; 
together with the important duties to which they point.' 
This work, like the others, is dedicated to his beloved 
congregation at Manchester. It discusses the nature of 
Delights^ their origin, and the means of their purification 
and conjunction with their Divine Source. The delights 
of the senses, of kindred, friendship and love ; of acquiring 
and practising knowledge and arts; of exercise and 
employment, and all the varieties and succession of 
enjoyments from infancy to old age, are here considered 
in their relation to man's eternal life. Pope's lines are 
quoted with approval : — 

See the young child, by nature's kindly law, 
Pleased with a rattle, tickled with a straw ; 
Some livelier plaything gives his youth deb'ght, 
A little louder, but as empty quite ! 

* What is the reason,' asks the author, * why both the 
infant and the child soon grow weary of a delight if long 
continued^ and are, consequently, restless until the old 
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delight is succeeded by a new one ? ' This question he 
answers with his usual enlightened piety, attributing the 
necessity and supply of new delights to the merciful 
providence of the Great Creator ; who ordains * that when 
the playthings of infancy and childhood have effected 
their purposes, other affections and other delights should • 
take their place ; and this with successive variety, until 
the childy through their creative power, is finally made a 
man,^ 

The author objects to the doctrine of many pious 
persons, that ^ worldly delights ' are necessarily opposed 
to evangelical religion, and holds ^ that all worldly 
delights take their quality and character from the end 
towards which they are directed ; and that, consequently, 
there is neither danger nor defilement in the enjoyment of 
them, whether they proceed from worldly dignity, worldly 
opulence, or worldly fame, provided they are made to bow 
down before the Almighty, under the humble, grateful 
acknowledgment that they are His ; and that they are 
only so far delightful to ourselves as they are instrumental 
in promoting His glory and the good of society.' 

The book, however, must be read to be properly 
appreciated, and cannot be read without profit by any 
candid mind, in search of truth. 

Continuing our selections from Mr. Clowes's letters : 
he writes from Leamington, February 9, 1824. 

To a A. Tulk, Esq., M.P. 

^Your kind and welcome favour of the 31st ult. 
deserved an earlier reply, and would have received its 
deserts, had not business and engagements crowded upon 
me in such a manner as to leave my hands no liberty to 
take up my pen. Yet, now that they are free from 
shackles, how shall I sufficiently thank you, either for 
your Criticisms, or for your Eulogies, of my late publica- 
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tioiji? Believe me that I am your debtor for both, 
because from the former I shall learn to correct my 
errors, and not only so, but to see and feel the truth of 
the old remark Humanum est err are ; whilst from the 
latter I shall be taught the necessity of renouncing all the 
suggestions of vanity, by ascribing every kind and degree 
of excellence to the Divine Giver of every good and 
perfect gift, 

* How shall I again sufficiently thank you for your 
communication of Mr. Coleridge's remarks on the Doc- 
trine of Correspondence? And what judgment shall I 
form of the merit, or demerit, of those remarks ? Certainly 
it would be desirable, as Mr. Coleridge seems to intimate, 
that the science was reduced into a more definite, correct, 
and well-grounded form, by tracing it up to its first 
principles, and thus founding it on the harmony originally 
established at creation between things spiritual and things 
natural. Still, I am of opinion that however such a plan 
might be serviceable to the scientific readers, it would be 
of little help to the simple, since these latter may be 
sufficiently convinced of the truth of the Doctrine of 
Correspondence from our beloved author's testimony 
respecting its constant application in the pages of the 
Eternal Word. I should be afraid also lest canons, 
classes, ordinates, co-ordinates, suh-ordinates, &c., &c., 
would, in the minds of the latter, only tend to beget con- 
fusion and perplexity, and thus darken the bright and 
consolatory views which they never fail to derive from a 
perusal of the illuminating comments of the Messenger of 
the New Jerusalem verities on the Records of Divine 
Revelation. We may hope, however, that for the benefit 
of scientific readers, the Doctrine in question will, sooner 
or later^ be scientifically discussed and arranged, so as to 
leave no doubt of its truth and validity in the minds of 
all who are in a disposition to profit by it;' 
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Soon afterwards, he writes : — 

* I begin now to be better satisfied with your friend 
Mr. Coleridge's views on the Doctrine of Correspondence 
than when you first mentioned them. Still, I have my 
doubts how far it will be possible to convince merely 
scientific men of the truth and solid grounds of that 
science, and yet, I must confess, I should be glad to see 
the experiment made, and especially by a person so 
qualified to make it successfully as Mr. C. When you 
see that gentleman, I could wish you to tell him, with my 
best regards, that I shall be glad to hear of his having 
commenced the work, and that my most devout prayers 
will be offered up for its prosperous issue.' 

The Hawkstone Meeting this year, in consequence of 
Mr. Clowes's infirmities, was held at Warwick. He wrote 
to Mr. Meredith that the Meeting lost none of its * de- 
lightful sphere of love and charity,' but that * through the 
presence and blessing of that Saviour GoD,whose Second 
Advent we were met to celebrate and proclaim, the usual 
sphere of peace and harmony was prevalent, bringing 
along with it a full conviction of the Descent of that 
Holy City, which is distinguished by the high and 
honourable title of the Bride, the Lamb's wife, and which 
is to be the Tabernacle of God loith men, in which He 
will dwell with ihem^ and they shall be His people, and 
God Himself shall be with them their GoD.' 

Tn September he refers to a recent illness, from which 
he had now recovered, so as to be able * to eat, drink, 
sleep, and drive out as usual, and what is still more to 
my advantage, that I am able to apply to my books, and 
use my pen, with the same ease and comfort to myself as 
before my late attack.' For these blessings he expresses 
his gratitude to God, and also to the kind friends who 
waited on him in his sickness. Then he speaks of the 
pleasant society he has at Leamington, including ^ that of 
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the Archbishop of Dublin,' his lady and numerous family, 
besides their son-in-law ; the consequence is, that my tea- 
table in the evening is generally crowded, and this by a 
most agreeable and interesting party.' 

Next month he speaks of continued literary occupa- 
tion, and alludes to the affliction of a dear friend whose 
wife had been lately removed to a better world. * We 
have had a letter from the dear mourner, and nothing 
could be more consolatory than its contents. For lo I the 
great expected sorrow is turned into a great unexpected 
joy, and the man of mourning is made sensible of Divine 
consolation, which not only supports but invigorates ; not 
only licks up all the dust of trouble, but imparts an un- 
known and inconceivable bliss.' 

To the * mourner' himself he thus wrote, * How was it 
possible not to rejoice at beholding one friend delivered 
from the bondage of the flesh, and exalted to angelic 
glory, whilst another was triumphing, in the midst of that 
bondage, over all its fears, alarms, and infirmities ? ' 

To a A. Tulk, Esq., M.P. 

'Leamington: Nov. 12, 1824. 

* My very dear Sir, — Having lately perused with at- 
tention the Swedish Manuscripts which you had the 
goodness to send me, I now take the earliest opportunity 
of returning them with my sentiments on their contents. 

* The writer appears to be a devout admirer of the 
theological writings of our illustrious Scribe, and an 
equally bold and able asserter of their Divine authority. 
Yet I have a doubt whether the method he has adopted 
of introducing his readers to a knowledge of the spiritual 
sense of the Word is quite sufficient for the purpose. To 
me it seems that some further confirmation and illustra- 

* Dr. Magee. 
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tion IS wanting, especially if the reader be a novice 
respecting that sense. E. S. too was manifestly of this 
opinion, and therefore thought it necessary, not only to 
give the internal sense, but, by references to various parts 
of the Holy Word, and also by solid reasonings, to 
confirm its truth and validity^ . . . 

^ When you write to the professor at Upsala, I beg 
you to present him with my kindest regards, and devout 
prayers for the success of his intended publication. . . .' 



To Mrs. 



* You tell me that the Princess was desirous to know 

whether I had ever read Mr. Penn*s work, the " Dial of 
Human Life." May I then beg the favour of you, when 
you write to H.R.H., to inform her, with my humble 
respects, that I have read the work, and that I much 
approve of it, because I think it calculated for general 
use. And now I am speaking of your amiable and royal 
friend, will you allow me to ask, whether you think she 
would be pleased, or otherwise, to be presented with a 
copy of the new volume of Sermons, which I am about 
to publish here, in compliance with the request of my 
congregation, since if you are of opinion that she would 
be pleased, I would then forward a copy for that purpose, 
with one for yourself, as soon as the volume is printed.' 

This volume was that containing the Sermons on the 
Beatitudes, and others on different subjects of Christian 
Life and Doctrine. In all of them, a reader unaccus- 
tomed to a serious and minute consideration of the v^ords 
of Holy Scripture, will be astonished to discover a depth 
of meaning and instruction, which never occurred to him 
before. Thus, in each Beatitude y the particular blessing 
is shown to be peculiarly and necessarily the result of the 
particular quality which calls it forth and receives it. 
Why the pure in heart shall see God, may not be difl&cult 
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to perceive ; but how the meek are especially blessed with 
inheriting the earth is not so obvious without the explana- 
tion given in these delightful sermons. 

In the spring of 1825, our venerable friend had another 
severe attack on the lungs, and having lost much blood, 
which, he says, ^ rendered additional bleeding necessary,' 
he was reduced to such a state of ^ exhaustion,' that it 
seems almost miraculous, at the age of eighty-two, he 
should have survived the treatment of his medical attend- 
ants. His work, however, was not yet done, and the 
volume of Sermons was speedily followed by a new work 
on the Human Soul, which he shows to be no mere 
shapeless essence, but a substantial human form, deriving 
its life continually from God. 

In June he writes : ^ H.R H. does me great honour by 
her acceptance of the volume of Sermons, and of the 
" Treatise on the Human Soul," and I am charmed with the 
manner in which she applies them for the benefit of others. 
For, what can be more delightful than to see Koyalty 
condescend and stoop to relieve the infirmities and to 
remove the ignorance of those in an inferior station, who 
have not been born to the same advantages of education 
and example ? Let us hope then, and pray, that the 
bright pattern may have many followers, and that thus 
the religion of the Gospel may, in the first place, take 
possession of the throne, and may thence descend, through 
every gradation, to the cottage, until at length both high 
and low rejoice together, by virtue of a blessed elevation 
to and conjunction with the Highest.' 

To another correspondent he writes : ^ Your thoughts 
on Sanity and Insanity have been long familiarised to my 
mind, so as to produce an entire conviction that no one 
can be called truli/ sane but the servant and child of the 
Most High, or he who fears God and keeps His com- 
mandments, and that all others are properly insane^ how- 
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soever their insanity may be concealed under the cloak of 
what is called worldly prudence and sagacity.' 

It was a remarkable observation of a well-known 
medical attendant at St. Luke's^ that ^ only one can be 
truly called sane, and that is God.' Mr. Clowes, in 
conversation, stated his views on the subject, to the effect, 
that ^ all rationality is from the Lord, and at this day the 
wonder is that any are preserved sane. Some are exter- 
nally sane, but internally insane ; others are externally 
insane, but internally sane. Insanity lies in the derange- 
ment of those finer and more subtle parts of the body which 
are unperceived by the sight. Disorderly spirits make 
their lodgment there. The mind must have some employ- 
ment : if totally retired and abstracted it will become insane.' 

The annual Meeting was again held at Warwick, and 
had this year the benefit of Mr. Tulk's services as presi- 
dent, for which oflSce he was admirably adapted. The 
principal subject discussed was Repentance ; on which the 
Meeting expressed regret that a duty so plainly essential 
to the remission of sins, should be practically neglected, 
and set aside by a false doctrine that it is ^ enough to 
depend for salvation on the mere merits of Christ, and 
the mercy of God, without ever exploring the root of evil 
in ourselves, still less attempting to eradicate it.' 

The sentiments proposed to the Meeting for discu^ion 
were always put in the form of ^ resolutions,' and were 
generally prepared by Mr. Clowes, with the concurrence 
of two or three of the principal members of the Meeting. 
The preparation of these summaries of doctrine engaged 
much of his attention as the time of the Meeting ap- 
proached. Though he never acted as president, he was 
recognised by all as the principal counsellor and most 
enlightened expositor ; for such he was in fact. 

A return of his illness in the course of the summer 
deprived him of the use of both pen and tongue for several 
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weeks. In the autumn^ however, we find him writing to 
a friend, that he was employed on a new work on the 
Human Body^ to be comprised in a series of letters to a 
friend, like his work on the Human SouL In addition to 
this, he was, by request, revising the manuscript of Family 
Prayers, left by his late friend the Kev. Wm. Hill, of 
Boston, U.S., and afterwards published. 

At the beginning of 1826, he writes: ^Whilst I 
would admonish every young man to be cautious how he 
suffers human reputation and human learning to take the 
uppermost place in his love and affections, I should be 
afraid of his assigning theth no place, since, if kept in due 
subordination, they have their use ; and therefore the 
true wisdom appears to be this, not to annihilate either 
reputation or learning, but rather to preserve them alive^ 
by submitting them to the Divine Source of Life. 

* I am glad to hear that you are so much pleased with 
Mr. Noble's work on the *^ Plenary Inspiration of the 
Sacred Scriptures," because it proves to me that the book 
is calculated for general use. Indeed, I cannot help 
regarding it as a publication of peculiar importance at this 
period, when the authority of Divine Revelation is so 
boldly and fearlessly disputed, and when some men are 
become so wicked and thoughtless, as not only to deprive 
themselves of the bread of lifey but to labour also to 
deprive others. 

* I have lately had the pleasure of a very kind visit 
from our mutual friend Mr. C. Tulk, who did me the 
favour to spend several days with me, and whose society, 
as usual, was both consolatory and edifying.' 

In another letter he speaks in praise of Mr. Noble's 
valuable and highly interesting work, saying, ^ Mr. 
Noble, I maintain, is entitled to the best thanks of the 
whole Christian world for his laudable endeavours to 
secure to them their richest^ I may say their only inherit- 
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ance worth securing, since if we lose our Bible, we lose 
our all.' 

* Concerning a Dictionary of Correspondences , I can 
say nothing recommendatory, because I am decidedly of 
opinion that the best method of studying Correspondences 
is by studying the writings of our enlightened Author.' 

This year, the loss of an annuity of 120/. a year, 
through the bankruptcy of the party granting it, induced 
Mr. Clowes to quit Leamington and take a cheaper 
house at Warwick. He writes to a friend : * Thus you 
see the vicissitudes of the things of this world, and how 
little its promises and prospects are to be depended on ; 
which yet I do not advert to as any just cause of regret, 
but rather as a kind and salutary caution of Diyine 
mercy and lovingkindness, calling us to lay up treasures 
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves do not break through nor steaV 

Before he left Leamington he received an assurance 
that the annuity would be punctually paid him as before. 
The change, however, to Warwick had been decided 
upon, and he regarded the prospect with pleasure; 
pointing out to a friend who regretted it the advantages 
he should gain. ^ In the first place, I shall be in a far 
more convenient as well as cheaper house. In the next 
place, I shall be in the way of forming associations at 
once more durable and more interesting than are* to be 
met with at Leamington. In the third place, I shall be 
nearer my physician. In the fourth place, my library 
opens into a spacious and delightful garden, bounded by 
Lord Warwick's park-wall, where I shall he able to 
breathe at all times- a most refreshing atmosphere. In 
the last place (but which ought to be in the first), since 
the Almighty and His kingdom are everywhere present, 
I shall have the consolation of thinking that every real 
and substantial blessing will be as near me at Warwick 
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as at Leamington, and though I may not perhaps meet at 
the former place with so many well-dressed people of 
fortune and fashion, yet if I find there an association 
with the children of God, I am persuaded you will agree 
with me that I am no loser by my change of situation.' 

The prevalence of sin and misery in the world is a 
frequent subject both of distress to pious minds, and of 
doubt to those disposed to question the Lord's provi- 
dence in human affairs. A correspondent having suggested 
that the Lord, as a perfect Being, cannot be disturbed 
by men's misdeeds and their consequences, and that this 
may possibly be owing to His not being self-willed, Mr. 
Clowes thus replied (June 20, 1826): — 

^ The interesting considerations on the present dis- 
tress, with which you conclude your letter, are to my 
mind highly satisfactory. Perhaps, too, I was the more 
affected by their perusal, in consequence of its recalling a 
circumstance in my own life, which I had nearly for- 
gotten, and which yet tends greatly tp confirm the 
propriety of your own reasoning in the present instance. 
The circumstance was this: — Between fifty and sixty 
years ago, when I was absorbed in the writings of William 
Law and the other mystics, previous to reading the works 
of our enlightened Emanuel Swedenborg, my mind was 
overwhelmed with distress at noting the general thought- 
lessness and wickedness of the world around me. After 
labouring under this affliction for a considerable time, I 
was at length delivered from it in a way which appeared 
to me at the time quite miraculous, but which certainly 
was most merciful. For as I was sitting one morning 
musing on the cause of my disquietude, it seemed as if a 
voice said within me. You are in a great error : you look 
at the world in your own spirit^ not in the Divine Spirit ^ 
and therefore you are troubled ; but begin now to view the 
wickedness of the world as GoD views ity and your trouble 

Q 
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7/ eease: for GoD is not troubled by the sins of men, 
k^eamse He regards sin as a ground for the fuller manifest 
tAticH of His Divine Mercy, I leave you to guess at 
the effect of this dictate, and shall only observe that 
from that time I have been content with endeavouring 
to view every calamity as God views it, and have 
thus been rescued from the pangs of my own selfish 

views.' 

To C. A. Tulk, Esq. 

'Warwick: October 9, 1826. 

* My very dear Sir, — I have to thank you for your 
note of introduction delivered to me on Friday by Lieut- 
Col. Pitman, who was kind enough to favour me with his 
gociety for three successive mornings, in every one of 
which his character unveiled itself more and more, in- 
fusing an admiration and delight which made me regret 
the shortness of his stay in this neighbourhood. . . • 

* There is so much of oiliness in his sphere that I could 
not help wishing to have detained him (had it been the 
will of Providence) in this neighbourhood, if it had been 
only for the opportunity of softening with it the asperities 
excited by the spheres of so many other persons with whom 
you must occasionally come in contact. Oh I when will 
the happy time arrive when the oil^ the pepper, and the 
vinegar will be mingled together in such due proportions 
as to cause no irritation^ but rather to produce the hea- 
venly sensation of undisturbed peace and tranquillity ? 

* Excuse more at present, as the death of my late 
curate has involved me in a harassing correspondence 
with ten candidates for the vacant curacy.' 

Early in 1827 the aged frame was again laid on the 
bed of languishing ; but, to the surprise of the physicians, 
again recovered, and was enabled to resume the pen so 
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long and Industriously used for the spread of heavenly 
wisdom and happiness. 

The Warwick Meeting this year was larger than ever 
before, consisting of thirty-nine persons, of whom twenty 
were from London. Mr. Clowes writes of the general 
harmony, goodwill, peace, and gratification, which filled 
the minds of all present, convincing them that there Is a 
spiritual joy Infinitely exceeding all the delights of sense, 
and proving to a demonstration that all true happiness Is 
of celestial origin, being some portion of that bread which 
cometh down from Heaven to give life unto the world. 

To another friend he writes : * Your remarks on public 
worship are In exact accord with my own sentiments, 
which have led me, ever since I became a receiver of the 
heavenly doctrines of the New Jerusalem, to advise every 
similar receiver to continue In the external forms of wor- 
ship In which he has been educated, changing nothing but 
their internal form, by acknowledging Jesus Christ In 
His Divine Humanity as the sole Object of all wor- 
ship, and by living a life according to His commandments 
as the essential worship itself* with which He Is best 
pleased. About forty or fifty years ago I had much 
communication with the late Mr. Hartley on this Interest- 
ing point, and the result was a full conviction In both our 
minds, that the members of the Lord's New Church ought 
to bear with the reluctances of private judgment In their 
use of the external forms of worship to which they had 
been accustomed, rather than disturb the Church by the 
sudden Introduction of new forms ; and thus to endeavour 
to Implant a new life and spirit Into those forms, rather 
than expose themselves to the reproach of a sectarian 
temper by contending zealously and obstinately about 
forms.' 

In September 1827, he writes : * When you Inform me 
that your excellent Princess Is never tired of reading my 

q2 
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Sermons, how would my foolish head be turned by so high 
and flattering a compliment, unless preserved in its proper 
position by the humble and grateful acknowledgment that 
it is God who worketh in us, both to will and to do of His 
good pleasure. Yet, if the glory be God's, it is surely 
allowable that mine should be the joy ; and therefore I 
make no scruple of feeding on the delightful idea, that the 
various Truths which the Great Teacher has enabled me 
to preach have found their way to an elevated mind, so 
admirably calculated to give them fruitfulness, and to 
extend that fruitfulness in every possible direction/ 

Speaking of a lady who had lately come to pay him a 
visit, he says, * Her company is a great comfort to me, 
because she is one of that happy class of beings who de- 
light in communicating happiness, and who for that pur- 
pose are gifted with the extraordinary faculty of connecting 
seriousness with cheerfulness, an attention to things of 
eternal moment with the concerns of time. Accordingly 
she finds no difficulty in ascending from earth to heaven, 
and then descending again from heaven to earth, as occa- 
sion and circumstances may require, in her conversation ; 
and yet, whether she soars above the clouds, or sets her 
feet on the world below, her mind is always in its proper 
place, because it is always intent on promoting the end of 
the Divine prayer. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is done in Heaven.^ 

Mr. Clowes, as before mentioned, was fond of honey, a 
relish which a kind friend in Westminster kept him sup- 
plied with, and which was always received with charac- 
teristic gratitude and piety. In his eighty-fifth year he 
acknowledges one of these kindly marks of thoughtful 
attention, saying, * it was a figurative type of a sweet- 
ness of brotherly affection, binding together two minds in 
an eternal desire to promote each other's happiness and 
welfare, both temporal and eternal. Please then^ my 
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dear Sir, to accept my most grateful acknowledgment of 
a favour which is not only friendly to my body^ by its 
tendency to promote bodily health, but which extends its 
beneficence also to the better part, to the immortal soul, 
by cherishing in it the spirit of that heavenly love which 
gives the true relish to all the joys and delights of the 
angelic host.' 

He goes on to say that he and his companions ^ are 
this moment setting out to join the dear and happy party 

at W , and there to regale ourselves with more than 

Narbonne sweets. Do not, however, be alarmed at our 
intrusion, since our intention is, not to rob you of your 
dainties, but to add to them by participation, this being 
the true characteristic oi your A{7ney,that it multiplies by 
communication.' 

This alludes to a family party of friends who had 
commenced meeting monthly at each other's houses for 
mutual instruction in the heavenly doctrines. Their 
second meeting was held at the date of the letter just 
quoted. Reports of the discussions were regularly sent 
to Mr. Clowes, who took a great interest in the proceed- 
ings, and occasionally assisted by his comments, of which 
the following is a specimen : — 

* The Doctrine of Truth, we learn, is figured and 
represented by a bow, as the doctrinals of Truth are 
figured and represented by arrows ; but it may be both 
curious and edifying to enquire into the particulars of 
these figures and representations, and especially into the 
nature and ground of that force by which the arrow is 
shot from the bow. Now this force, according to a na- 
tural view, is acquired by the force employed in bending 
the bow, since if the bow be not bent there can be no 
power in the bow to emit its arrow. The force then by 
which the arrow is emitted is the result of the bow's 
elasticity, or its natural tendency to recover its former 
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state before it was bent. Similar to this appears to be 
the origin of the force of the spiritual how in emitting its 
arrow, with this difference, that the bending of thifl latter 
bow is the result of spiritual trial and combat ; whilst the 
force by which it then emits its arrows is the effect of the 
spiritual elasticity of all doctrine of Truth, in consequence 
of its endeavour to be restored from a state of trial and 
combat to its prior state of rest and peace.' 

The proceedings of these meetings became so interest- 
ing and instructive that Mr. Clowes, with his constant 
desire to communicate every blessing to his fellow-crea- 
tures, urged their publication. The meeting, however, 
considered that at present they could only agree to two 
modes of publication, the first of which was by living up 
to the heavenly truths elicited from the Word of God, and 
secondly, by circulating the reports in manuscript to in- 
dividuals wishing to read them.' 

Mr. Clowes's appeal was as follows: — *We perused 
the Doctrine of Charity with peculiar eagerness, and I 
trust with proportionable edification. . . . But here, in 
the midst of our joy at being favoured with these docu- 
ments of united love and wisdom, a question arose which 
for a moment disturbed our tranquillity. The question 
was. Why is this source of our gratification confined to 
ourselves ? There are thousands, besides ourselves, who 
would peruse with equal pleasure the communications 
which we have received. It is, too, in agreement with 
the great law of heavenly charity that instruction should 
be extended in every direction, and that for this purpose 
the discussion of truth should be imparted to the public 
as well as to individuals. Cannot then some mode be 

' The Reports are all preserved, and have lost none of their interest 
and instruction by the lapse of forty years and upwards. Possibly they 
may enlighten a future generation, when the vanities and follies of this 
world have a less powerful hold on the human mind. — Editor. 
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devised for the more extended dispersion of the counsels 
with which we have been favoured? How would our 
individual joy be increased by the consideration that it 
was the joy of myriads^ and that our feast of wisdom was 
made common property y by being presented to all without 
exception!' 

On another occasion he wrote about the discussion 
on the subject of Faith, observing that * Faith from the 
Lord ' was omitted^ and that sufficient stress was not laid 
on ^ the quality of Faith being affected by the multiplicity 
of the truths which enter into its composition, since it 
appears evident that Faith becomes more full and perfect 
in proportion to that multiplicity ; ' and that hence arises 
a most important duty, binding on every Christian, to be 
adding every day to his present store of truths by the 
diligent perusal of that Holy Volume in which they are 
presented for his use. * Faith is a Divine gift, and though 
it appears to be inherent in man, yet in reality it is no 
further his than as a continual recipient ; and therefore 
in every exercise of the invaluable grace, he ought to 
reflect that whilst he believes in God, he believes at the 
same time from QoD, and that by this double belief his 
Faith acquires at once its proper sanctity and effect. This 
may be illustrated by the case of Prayer, which is one act 
of Faith amongst many that might be mentioned; for 
prayer never acquires its proper quality until man prays 
both to and from his Heavenly Father, believing that 
his prayer originates with that Heavenly Father, and 
that it is his only by derivation from its Divine Source.' 

Neither distance nor old age and its infirmities ever 
cooled the Pastor's love for his old parishioners. In 
February 1828, he dedicated to them another volume of 
sermons, the first eleven being on the * Parable of the 
Ten Virgins.' In these sermons the various circumstances 
of the parable, such as the slumbering and sleeping of the 
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wise i^irgins as well as the foolish ones^ the nature of 
the oil required to keep the lamps burnings and why that 
oil could not be had at the last moment for the mere 
asking, with the other remarkable particulars of the 
parable, are explained in the Author's usual manner of 
expounding the wondrous things of the Divine Word, and 
turning all to practical instruction. 

In March he thus writes to a lady on the death of 
her daughter : ^ After reading the interesting and con- 
solatory narrative from your dear brother, of your dear 
daughter's easy transition from this transitory world of 
shadows to the eternal world of realities, I feel it abso- 
lutely impossible to address you in any other language 
than that of the most unqualified congratulation. For 
have you not now the comfort of thinking that you have 
a child in heaven, and that her capacities of blessing and 
protecting you are increased in a degree of which you can 
form no conception ? Is not your maternal solicitude on 
her account now also at an end, since she is now out of 
the reach of temptation and danger, being secure in the 
protection and guardianship of her Heavenly Father? 
You will say, perhaps, that you cannot enjoy the sight of 
her, as you have been accustomed to do, and that you 
feel concerned on that account. But allow me to ask, 
What was this sight compared with that which is now 
presented to you through the bright eye of Faith and 
Love ? For what you saw, during her abode in the flesh 
was nothing but her skin ; whereas now you see her real 
selfy a pure form of heavenly innocence within and 
angelic beauty without, which had heretofore escaped 
your observation. You will possibly say, too, that you 
cannot now hear the sweet tones of her voice, and be de- 
lighted, as you have been accustomed to be, with her 
sweet conversation. But have you no spiritual ears, as 
well as natural ones ; and cannot you still by means of 
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those spiritual ears, hold converse with your departed 
child ? For do not her sweet affections still speak to you ? 
and do not you hear them speak, whilst in the living 
language of the purest love, she exhorts you to forget her 
earthly seify aiid to keep in remembrance her present 
heavenly self^ rescued from sin, from infirmity, and from 
suffering, and admitted with the thousand times ten thou- 
sand, to the pure eternal abodes of that rest which 
remaineth for the people of GoD ? ' 
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He told me one day that he had been obliged to speak 
very severely to his old servant James. Being anxious 
to learn the nature of his severity, I asked him what he 
had said to James. * Why,' said he, * I said, ** Oh ! 
James, James, how could you do so ? " ' 

He was fond of chess, but did not like to be beaten. 
When hard pressed he always began to hum. Just as 
reluctant was he to be the winner. As soon as the game 
was decidedly in his favour, he would knock down the 
pieces, and say, ^ The game is over ; it has lost its 
interest.' 

His quick intelligent eye, penetrating but not over- 
powering, seemed to comprehend everything at a glance, 
and almost to supply the defect of hearing. His bearing 
was so dignified and graceful, that when he first resided 
at Leamington, and was able to take his daily walk, 
strangers meeting him, involuntarily stood aside, and 
raised their hats, as to an ecclesiastic of the highest 
rank. 

His rich and well-modulated voice seemed capable of 
having once been equal to any exertion. Even when he 
was toothless, and with a weakness in the throat, and 
almost entirely deaf, I have heard him pitch it so exactly 
as to be heard distinctly in every part of a large room, 
without apparent effort. 

His conversation was natural and unconstrained, free 
from the mannerism sometimes observed in his sermons 
and other writings, and ever on a level with the capacity 
of his hearers, which he seemed to perceive intuitively. 
It had nothing professional, and belied the well-known 
lines, Navita de ventis, Sfc. He had a marvellously happy 
way of telling a story : neither hurried nor prolix ; 
always animated, always entertaining ; and he had a spice 
of drollery that gave uncommon spirit to his society. 

I remember an argumentative spinster, ripe in years. 
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who had been addicted to Calvinism, and, puzzling her- 
self by dipping into Swedenborg's works, was anxious to 
state her perplexities to Mr. Clowes. Her voice being 
strange to him, and consequently inaudible, another lady 
who had his ear, kindly interposed, informing him that 

Miss wished to tell him that she had be^ pleased 

with the treatise on Heaven and Hell^ until she came to 
the statement that Heaven is in the human form, and is 
called the Grand Man. Turning instantly towards the 
enquirer, he said, ^ Ha ! you did not like a Man, I sup- 
pose ? ' This was delivered in a tone so comic, and with 
a look so playful and arch, as to be quite irresistible. An 
uncontrollable laugh burst from all sides. 

From this sally it might be suspected that his manner 
was apt to be rude and overbearing : it was quite the 
reverse. His sentiments were never delivered ex 
cathedra^ but always with a demeanour the most gentle 
and persuasive. 

His usual time for receiving visitors was at tea. He 
would seldom speak till the tea-table had been cleared, 
when he would begin with some commonplace remark, or 
enquiry : — 

* Well, sir, how have you employed your morning ? 
agreeably, I hope.' 

^ We have been, sir, to Stoneleigh.' 

* Ha ! have you seen my park ? Do you know that 
Stoneleigh belongs to me ? Mr. Leigh is my steward, 
and kindly takes all the trouble and expense oflF my 
hands, whilst I have the full enjoyment.' 

Then, after having been sunk for a minute in deep 
thought, he gently placed his hand on my arm, and in 
his mildest manner resumed :— 

* Mr. Harrison, it is a favourite opinion of mine, and 
I hope you will agree with me, that a man has no pro- 
perty but what he takes with him into another»world; and 
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that he never rests till he comes into the possession of all 
property. But the question is, how can he possibly come 
into the possession of all property? Why, by renouncing 
all property. He that overcometh shall inherit all things. 
If a man sincerely connects it with its Divine Giver, he 
will cease to think about himself; and then there will be 
nothing which he may not thoroughly enjoy, and in 
reality make his own, whether it belongs nominally to 
himself or to another. 

* You may know the difference between Divine pro- 
perty and mere human property, by only using your eyes. 
I have a house here, well furnished certainly, with every- 
thing required to supply my reasonable wants. I walk out 
of my own house into the Almighty's house, and what a 
diffei:ence I What a soft verdant carpet is there ! What 
furniture 1 What music I What perfumes I What a 
glorious ceiling spangled with stars I And I say to my- 
self, how mean is the dwelling my own care has provided 
for my use, compared with the dwelling which the Great 
Architect has provided for all His creatutesil ' 

* I had once a long argument on the subject witt t . 

The next morning he rode over to Knowsley, and said to 
Lord Derby, ** What do you think Mr. Clowes says, my 
Lord?'* 

' « What does Mr. Clowes say ? " 

* " He says a man's property is only what he takes 
with him into another world." 

' ** Then Mr. Clowes, is quite right." Ah I ' added 
Mr. Clowes, * I am afraid Lord Derby did not always 
think so.' 

A cup of tea was not too trifling to call forth the 
devotional feelings of a man on whom nothing was lost. 
After finishing one, he observed, * I often think how 
many debts of gratitude I owe, merely for the cups of tea 
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I drink daily. Do you know how we may pay our 
debts to the Great Giver of every good ? Why, by the 
acknowledgment that we are wholly unable to do it. 
That is the payment which He is willing to accept. And 
when they had nothing to pay^ he frankly forgave them 
both. We are most of us ready enough to make the 
acknowledgment with the mouth, and in thought ; but to 
do it in heart and life is no such easy matter : we want 
to keep back something of our own. Ah I I fear the 
great difficulty is there.' 

He frequently conversed by way of questions, which 
he was generally left to answer himself. * How many 
degrees of comparison are there ? ' said he one evening. 
The question seemed so trifling and odd, as to raise a sus- 
picion of some trick, and remained i|nanswered, till a lady 
who knew him better, broke silence with 

* Three, sir — we say. Good, Better, Best.' 

* And how many are there between good and better ? ' 
After a pause: *AhI you cannot tell; they are more 
than can be numbered. And still less can you tell how 
many there are between better and best. 

^ Yet you can tell one thing, that you become better 
as you draw nearer to the best, the Supreme Good. 

* But then, how can we speak of drawing nearer to 
Him, who is already nearer to us than we can possibly 
conceive ; nearer, in fact, than we are to ourselves ? 

* Why, by drawing nearer to Him in affection. 

^ And what, should you say, is the affection by which 
we approach most nearly to Him ? 

* Innocence is that affection. 

* Now, people in general have quite an erroneous idea 
of innocence. They imagine an infant has innocence; 
which in a child is the mere ignorance of evil, and is 
therefore only the semblance of innocence ; whereas 
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genuine innocence implies a full knowledge of the difference 
between right and wrong, attended with a thorough detes- 
tation of all that is evil. 

* And then comes the question. What is evil? 

^ Why, living to ourselves : so that real innocence is 
when we wish to have nothing of our own, and is there- 
fore the full acknowledgment, in heart and life, that we 
have nothing of our o^vn; that all is of the unmerited 
goodness and mercy of the Divine Giver, the Being of 
Beings. 

' The religious world,' added he, * has made a great 
mistake in supposing that the Law is not as binding on 
Christians as it ever was, because the Apostle has declared 
that but for the Law he had not known sin. It is very 
true that without the Law there would have been no 
sin : but neither would there have been holiness ; because 
mankind would not have known the difference betwixt 
good and evil.' 

At the end of the conversation, of which the foregoing 
is but a faint outline, Mr. Clowes, seeing us look dejected, 
enquired what was the matter? and was told that his 
hearers were lamenting their inability to retain what he 
had communicated, and asked if he could give them any 
consolation. 

^ The consolation,' said he, ^ is this, that they are pos- 
sibly of the happy number of those in whom Truth does 
not enter the memory, but passes at once into the life, 
through the affections of the heart. I was once waited 
on,' he continued, ' after service, by some of my con- 
gregation, who were in great trouble, lest they should not 
remember the sermon which I had just preached. As I 
knew them to be honest people of simple minds, I was 
persuaded they had taken it into their lives, and told 
them I had no fear of their forgetting the sermon, though 
they might not remember the words.' 
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Before Mr. Clowes began the foregoing conversation, 
he had thoughtfully provided my son, then about eleven 
years old, with a large portfolio of prints, to amuse him 
while the elders were engaged in what he thought would 
not be likely to entertain a little boy. But before ten 
minutes had passed, the boy had forgotten the portfolio, 
and leaning on one arm, sat with eyes fixed on Mr. 
Clowes, by whom his whole attention was engrossed 
throughout the evening. Such was this good man's in- 
fluence, even over children. 

A lady then brought forward some drawings and 
pieces of poetry which she had been requested to show 
him. 

* Oh ! ' said he, after looking at some of them, ^ I am 
delighted : may I keep them ? ' 

* No, sir. Miss mshed you to have them for a 

few days to look at.' 

* Ah I naughty Miss ! I want to eat them and 

drink them.' 

^ That's exactly what we want to do with you, sir,' 
said I. * We want to eat you and drink you.' 

He shook his head, and with a smile answered, ^ I am 
afraid I should choke you.' 

His favourite enquiry of children was, * Which do you 
like best — to love, or to be loved ? ' The answer, he said, 
always gave him an insight into the character of the child, 
by showing whether selfishness prevailed or not. Though 
he seemed to live in the spiritual world, it was always in 
connection with present duty. He never neglected the 
subject before him, nor put off to the future, either the 
duties or enjoyments of the present. 

Even when past eighty, his mind seemed capable of 
grasping the most abstruse questions ; yet the bent of it 
ever was to extract practical instruction from every oc- 
currence, even Ihe most commonplace, and he always led 

B 
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to the contemplation of that Great and Holy Being, in 
whose effulgent love and wisdom the man, John Clowes, 
was entirely forgotten. 

His faithful servant Charles was frequently alluded 
to, for the purpose of conveying instruction. He would 
say, with his peculiar fervour, * Oh I that I could serve 
my Master with the devotion and fidelity this faithful 
creature shows to me.' 

He observed one evening, * Every pious Christian 
should express his thanksgiving to God for all the good 
he had willed, thought, or done during the day, as well 
as for all he had enjoyed or suffered ; for,' he added, * our 
sufferings are often the most effectual means of procuring 
us real good.' 

He declared that his removal from Manchester was 
one of the greatest trials he had ever been called on to 
bear. It was as if all his happiness had been swept away 
from him ; but he recollected that if there was no Cross, 
there could be no Crown : and as he became submissive 
to the directions of the Divine Providence, he found his 
happiness restored, and he was enabled still to maintain a 
religious intercourse with his congregation. 

^ The generality,' he used to observe, * dread the cross, 
but without the cross we cannot be purified. The 
angels see the Crown instead of the cross.' 

' He who lives and suffers here, obtains by that 
suffering, an immeasurable advantage over those who die 
in infancy. To whom much is forgiven^ the same loveth 
much.^ 

* Count it all jot/ when ye fall into temptation. As is 
the cross, such will be the crown. The opposition is 
always according to the strength to resist. A strong city 
may endure a long siege; a town without walls is reduced 
at once.' 

One of the summers, during his residence at Warwick, 
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was so excessiyelj wet, as to excite serious apprehensioiis 
for the safety of the harrest. PraTers haTing been 
offered in the diorch for a return of dry weather^ he was 
asked what he thought of praying for temporal benefits. 
He said, ^ It is of use to ke^ alive a sense of dependence 
in those who will look no higher. The Almighty, with- 
out solicitation, sends to everyone as much blessing* 
temp(»ral and spiritual, as he can bear ; but the use of 
prayer is to humble and soften the mind of the suppliant* 
and, in that way, make it capable of taking advantage of 
the Divine blessings.' 

On the same subject he had before observed, ^We 
must distinguish between the spirit of prayer, and the act 
of prayer. Sometimes in the act of prayer we shall not 
find peace and comfort ; but the act is necessary to give 
force to the spirit of prayer, which will languish unless it 
be brought out into act. A thing may do us much good« 
and we may not be sensible of it at the time : the b^efit 
may come hereafter.' 

Just before one of my visits, a gentleman who had 
arrived on the same errand, enquired whom he was 
likely to meet. ]^Ir. Clowes, after mentioning several 
names, said, * You will also see Mr. Harrison, a quaker/ 
^ A quaker ! and does he continue in that Society ? ' 
^ Yes, and I love him for it.' 

' But,' said he to me, with a snule, ' you must learn to 
dance. You know the Psalmist says. Let them praise 
His Name in the dance! You must not, however, be 
satisfied with, moving your bodily legs and feet properly ; 
you must get the natural man, represented by the legs 
and feet, into order ; and then you will be an excellent 
dancer, and refer that healthy amusement, like every 
other blessing. Up the Supreme Good '—casting a rever- 
ential look upwards as he uttered the last words. 

When I visited him in the autumn of 1825, he put 

B 2 
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into my hands a poem by the then late Bey. Edward 
Hornby. On taking it^ I said^ ^ The author died lately, 
did he not ? ' — * No — he is alive 1 ' 

How truly those words apply to himself, none who 
knew him can doubt. Never can I forget his last 
embrace and farewell words, — * We shall meet againj 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

LAST TEARS AND DEATH. 

For several years old age had been laying waste the 
bodily vigour of the venerable Rector ; but he suffered 
each year from more violent attacks than the gradual 
decay of nature. In the summer of 1827 and again in 
1828^ he had alarming seizures of an apoplectic kind 
from which his physician never expected him to recover ; 
yet his placid temper and regular habits of life helped 
again and again to restore Urn to comparative health. 
Though he found * the excitement of letter- writing ' too 
much for him^ his mind was still clear and vigorous 
enough to be occupied in a new translation of the 
Psalms, with expository notes, and extracts from Sweden- 
borg's writings. In December 1828, he was found one 
morning lying insensible on his library floor, but was 
again restored to consciousness ; when he said in a cheerful 
voice, * All is clear and well above, in the mind ; but it 
looks down into the lower principles, the body, and sees 
something not right there. I don't see distinctly, and yet 
I see you all; but all is right and clear in the mind.' 
This he repeated with a smile, and an animated ex- 
pression. To the surprise of his physician and friends, he 
again recovered the use of his pen, though he availed 
himself of that of his dear friend and companion, Mrs. 
Uppleby, for much of his correspondence. He continued 
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his Kvely interest in the monthly meetings already men- 
tioned^ and was affectingly gi-ateful for the copies 
regularly sent him of the proceedings. He was glad to 
hear of his * well-remembered friend Mr. A. Clissold, 
travelling in the same road with other pious members of 
that family towards the Heavenly Jerusalem.' 

He looked forward to the approaching Warwick 
Meeting in July 1829, with all his former interest, 
regarding it ' as the great and important circumstance of 
his life, and which still endeared temporal existence to 
him.' Increasing debility, a figure more bent, steps more 
tottering, and recollection of daily occurrences impaired, 
foretold the coming change ; * but,' writes his friend and 
attendant, ' the immortal spirit still keeps possession of 
the memory of better things; still rouses its feeble 
partner occasionally to exertion and reflection, and on his 
favourite subjects, particularly as relates to conclusions 
and maxims of practical wisdom, Mr. Clowes's views are 
as clear, and his inferences as distinct and minute on what 
he reads, as I ever knew them. The things of this 
world,' continues the letter before me, * are fast losing 
their interest with him; indeed, I think, he wishes it 
should be so, though his affections preserve their tenacity ; 
because both from feeling and conviction he experiences 
their existence to be independent of time and space, and 
as immortal as his own blessed spirit.'^ This was written 
on the 30th of March, 1829. On the 17th of April he 
wrote with his own hand — ^ 

To George Harrison, Esq. 

* My very dear Sir, — Oh that I was able to express 
the gratitude I feel for your valuable and instructive 
letter of yesterday ! But alas I my crippled fingers are 

> Mrs. IJpplebv to G. HarriBon, Esq. * Inserted by the Editor. 
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still unequal to the task. My excellent friend, too, who 
has of late been accustomed to tell you all the pleasure 
and profit which I derive from your delightful communi- 
cations, is now at a distance, and I have no pen but my 
own lame one to inform you of the joy I derive from your 
pen. It will, however, give you pleasure to hear that 
others, as well as myself, are gainers by your correspon- 
dence, and that your labour has not been limited to a 
single individual. For in the evening of yesterday, when 
my tea-table was surrounded by a large party of young 
ladies, I took the liberty of reading your despatch, and 
had the happiness of witnessing the joy which it was 
calculated to produce in every well-disposed mind. May 
I hope, then, that you will still continue your valuable 
labour ? 

^ With best love to dear Mrs. Harrison and the rest of 
your dear party, I remain, my very dear Sir (with senti- 
ments of gratitude which my heart speaks, but which my 
hand cannot express), 

* Your's ever, 

* J. Clowes.' 

A few weeks later the writer had another apoplectic 
fit, but again recovered * so as to be not only able to 
follow his favourite occupations, but to admit of his 
regularly driving out every day.' In June he wrote, 
with his own hand, anticipating the delightful meeting to 
be held at Warwick next month ; at which he was enabled 
to be present, for the last time. 

He was now totally deaf, but still enjoyed the society 
of his friends, including some young ladies who acted 
as his amanuenses in his work on the Psalms. The 
Keports of our monthly Discussions continued to ani- 
mate and delight him, and in spite of his inability to 
hear, he could still enjoy sharing that delight with others. 
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An instance of this is thus described by Mrs. Uppleby : — 
* Yesterday evening (December 20), our thtee young 
friends, as usual, joined me at tea ; after which, at Mr. 

Clowes's desire and in his presence. Miss M indulged 

us with reading aloud the whole of the instructive detail, 
while the good Rector watched the countenance of each of 
the auditors (being warned of the progress from one 
subject to another as the reader proceeded), and drank in 
with his eyes the animated expression of each counte- 
nance, and the mutual exchange of harmonious feeling 
and correspondent intelligence that beamed in every 
face.' 

The same morning 'he and one of his young Mends 
had been hard at work on the 119th Psalm.' 

The following spring (1830) brought another attack 
of epilepsy, but the aged frame again rallied, and Mr. 
Clowes was enabled once more to take an active interest 
in the coming Warwick Meeting. When the time arrived, 
he was too infirm to be personally present, but he ad- 
dressed a letter to the Meeting, containing the following 
amongst other observations : — 

* Though personally absent, my affections and thoughts 
are with you ; while my earnest supplications are offered 
up at the footstool of Divine Mercy and Providence, that 
both now, and, as I trust, in future, and through suc- 
cessive generations, the principles at first laid down, 
and since cherished by every individual forming that 
assembly, originally denominated The Hawkstone Meeting j 
may be ever kept in view, as those on which alone. the 
New Church could be first founded, and by which only it 
can increase and flourish. Need I say these principles 
are, 

* 1st. That THE Lord Jesus Christ in the Hu- 
manity which He assumed and glorified, is the Only 
God and Lord, and Jehovah from eternity ; and 
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* 2ndly. That love towards Him, and charity towards 
the neighbour, are the constituent principles of the doc- 
trines of the New Church, both as to opinion and life ; 
and which principles are most eminently to be held in 
view throughout every discussion and proceeding, as the 
esseutial spirit in which, and by which, all matters rela- 
tive to its government, views, and interests are to be 
conducted.' 

The subject for consideration was The Cross. At 
the close of the Report is an acknowledgment of the 
* debt of gratitude the Meeting owe to their beloved friend 
and pastor, the Reverend John Clowes. To him they 
owe the institution of these assemblies, which for so many 
years he has both enlightened by his instruction, and 
enlivened with his kind and affectionate spirit. . . . 
How better can they show their gratitude, and in what 
way more acceptable to him, than by offering up their 
united prayer to the One Lord God and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, whose minister he has been, that, if it be 
in accordance with His will, they may be permitted to 
continue these delightful and instructive meetings, and to 
transmit them to their children's children, as an inherit- 
ance, amongst the best and noblest they can give them 
for effectually promoting the prosperity of the Lord's 
New Church in others, as well as in themselves. For in 
these meetings they have been blessed both with the light 
of His truth and the life of His love ; here they have 
learnt, practically it is to be hoped, to deny themselves and 
to take up their cross daily \ here they have been mutually 
strengthened in their good resolutions, assured that when 
their natural evils, which are opposed to the Kingdom, of 
Heaven, and to the Lord of Heaven, are successfully 
controlled and conquered, they may hope to enter upon 
a heavenly sabbath, and that in them the Scripture may 
be fulfilled, the bodies shall not remain on the cross upon 
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the Sabbath day. To the LoRD of that Sabbath they 
desire to offer up all their praises, and to say. Blessing^ 
and glory y and wisdom^ and thanksgiving , and honour, and 
power y and mighty be unto our God for ever and ever. 

Amen.' 

Another year opened in this world upon the aged 
pilgrim. He was no longer able to wield his maryellous 
pen ; at one time he lost all desire for reading, being 
engaged, as he said, in perusing a book within — the events 
of his life, which were brought before his mind in so clear 
and striking a manner, that he found it impossible to turn 
his thoughts to any other subject ; subsequently he found 
difficulty in the utterance of his thoughts; then his in- 
tellectual powers seemed scarcely to act at all: yet he 
was preserved in perfect consciousness and heavenly 
serenity. 

Nearly at the close. Dr. Jebb, Bishop of Limerick, 
sent his chaplain, Mr. Forster, from Leamington to 
Warwick, with his blessing and to ask one from the dying 
saint. The chaplain having communicated his message, 
knelt by the bedside, and placing Mr. Clowes's hand on 
his own head, had the request granted for both the bishop 
and himself. It was an affecting scene. 

At last he ceased to notice those around him, and at [ 
midnight on Saturday, or at the beginning of Sunday 
May 29, 1831, his purified spirit quitted its earthly abode, 
leaving, as an eye-witness relates, * its beatified impress 
on the deserted clay! sweetly serene, and innocent as 
early infancy is the matchless countenance 1 ' A fulfil- 
ment of his own prayer, written many years before, on 
his birthday : — 

What have I learned, Lord, since from the womb, 
A little child I first began to move ? 
*Ti8 this, — to pray I may again become 
Thy little child in innocence and love. 
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The following Obituary Notice, written by one who 
knew the subject of it well, was inserted in the Times 
newspaper, June 4 : — 

* Died on the 29th ult., at Warwick, in his 88th year, 
the Reverend John Clowes, formerly Fellow of Trinity 
College, Cambridge, and Rector of St. John's Church, 
Manchester, to which he was appointed upon its consecra- 
tion, and which he continued to hold during the long period 
of sixty-two years. Having been incapacitated, during 
the latter period of his life, by some of the infirmities 
attendant upon old age, from the public performance of 
his professional duties, the powers of his mind, which 
continued clear and vigorous, were almost to the last 
devoted to the study and elucidation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures; and his affectionate and anxious thoughts were 
still peculiarly excited towards those who had constituted 
his own flock, to whom he had been an indefatigable and 
beloved pastor, and whom he hoped to recognise again 
hereafter. His affections, however, were ever alive 
towards all who came within the sphere of his usefulness; 
and it would have been diflScult for anyone to resist the 
influence of that goodness which showed itself in all he 
did, or said, or looked, or to have been with him, even 
for a little while, without being impressed with a sense of 
the loveliness of Christian principle as it was exemplified in 
him. He was a scholar — an elegant and a sound one ; but 
he felt that the highest triumph of human learning and 
wisdom, is when they are subservient to the establishment 
of those everlasting truths by which man lives for ever. 
In simplicity of heart, in unity of purpose, in the abandon- 
ment of every selfish consideration, in the unclouded and 
playful cheerfulness of a pure and benevolent mind, in 
the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, in the beauty 
and happiness of genuine holiness, he truly adorned the 
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doctrine of God his Saviour in all things; and being 
tried by long suffering, he found that that in which he 
trusted was sufficient for him, in all circumstances, and 
unto the end. Those who did not know him, may 
believe this tribute to be the offspring of partial 
friendship and affection; but the many who did, will 
feel how inefficient must be the attempt rightly to 
commemorate his admirable and truly Christian excel- 
lences.' 

It is hardly necessary to add, that the funeral of 
such a man was made an occasion of testifying the 
respect in which he was held. His remains were interred 
in a vault in his own churchyard^ and were followed by 
almost all the clergy of the neighbourhood, and a large 
multitude, including many persons far advanced in life, 
who had been brought up under his ministry and taught 
by him in his Sunday School. Many were tenderly 
affected at the remembrance of his goodness, and the 
faithful and fatherly counsel they had heard from lips 
that would speak to them no more. 

A more lasting testimonial of respect was soon after- 
wards erected in the church, consisting of a marble 
monument, sculptured by Westmacott, and corresponding 
in design with that by Flaxman. They are conspicuous 
ornaments on either side of the east end of the church ; 
Flaxman's tablet being erected over the Rector's pew, 
and Westmacott's over that of the Churchwardens, The 
latter bears the following inscription : — 
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SACBED TO THE HSMOST OF 

THE REVEREND JOHN CLOWES, M.A., 

EBCTOB OF THE FABISH CHTJHCH OF ST. JOHN's 

(his FIRST AKD ONLY CURB OF SOTTLS), 

DXJBIKG THE EXTBAOSDIKABT TSBM 

OF SIXTY-TWO YEAB8. 

HE WAS BOBK SlST OCT. 1743, AND DIED 29TH MAY 1831. 

HE WAS A SAINT 

IN WHOM THE WOBK OF BI6HTEOTTS2TESS WAS BXFBBSSED 

'BY FUBBNBSS, BY KNOWLEDGE, BY LONO-ST7FFEBINO, BY KINDNESS, 

BY THE HOLY GHOST, BY LOVE UNFBIONBD.' 

AS A LEARNED SCHOLAB, A FINISHED GENTLEMAN, A LUMINOUS WBTTEB, 

AN IMPBB88ITB FBEACHEB, A TIGILANT FASTOB, A SFIBITUAL MORALIST, 

AND A FBACTICAL CHRISTIAN DIVINE, 

HE GATE BBAL EVIDENCE THAT 'GODLINESS HATH THE FROMISB OF 

THE LIFE THAT NOW IS, AND OF THAT WHICH IS TO COMB.' 

HE PASSED THROUGH THIS EARTH IN JOY AND THANKSGIVINO, 

BXFBRIENCINO, TO HIS GREAT BLESSEDNESS, EVEN TO THE END, 

THAT ' THE PATH OF THE JUST IS AS SHINING LIGHT, WHICH 

8HINBTH MORE AND MORE UNTO THE PERFECT DAY.' 

THE ABOVE MONUMENT WAS ERECTED 
AT THE EXPENSE OF HIS PARISHIONERS AND FRIENDS, 
TO TESTIFY THEIR LOVE OF THE MAN, AND TO RECORD IN THIS CHURCH 

THE FAITHFULNESS OF HIS MINISTRY. 
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At a recent visit to St. John's Church, I found, in the possession 
of the late parish clerk, several copies of a life-sized bust of the 
Rev. John Clowes, by * John Isaac Hawkins, 1819.' This is 
the same date as that of the portrait hj Allen, and Flaxman's 
tablet. 

The church has had but two rectors during the long term of 
105 years I The present rector, the Rev. John Henn, has 
lately succeeded the Rev. W. Huntington, who was curate 
to Mr. Clowes after his retirement to Warwick, and succeeded 
him as Rector, in 1831. Mr. Henn has kindly favoured me 
with the following particulars, given him by Mr. Huntington's 
daughter, concerning the ancient coloured window in the church, 
representing the Saviour's entry into Jerusalem : — 

* Mr. Clowes was most kind to a French refugee priest, who 
took shelter in England during the Revolution of '93. I have 
imderstood from papa that this priest stayed for months with 
Mr. Clowes, and that a sincere friendship was formed between 
them. When peace was restored, and the Roman Catholic priest 
was able to return to his charge in or near Rouen (I think it 
was in Rouen), he had to superintend the work of restoring his 
own church, which was a very old one. In the restoration 
there was a window which could be spared, representing the 
entry of Our Lord into Jerusalem, and the priest thought he 
could not testify his gratitude to Mr. Clowes better or more 
acceptably than by carefully sending him, as a present to his 
beloved church, this really old glass. I do not at all know its 
date : probably a connoisseur could accurately say. I believe it 
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was received with great rejoicing, and though it was not very 
well put in, it seems an interesting relic of the past, and a visible 
proof of " church union." 

* The North window merely consists of the remainder of the 
figures ; the old Rouen window being larger than those of St 
John's.' 

De Quincey speaks of the coloured windows in Clowes's 
library ; but I am assured no such windows existed. May not 
the impression on De Quincey's mind, after a long interval, have 
arisen from the (probable) fact of the Rouen glass having been 
kept in the library from its arrival till its erection in the church ? 

Probably also the Pictures of the Crucifixion and other sacred 
subjects, now in St. John's Vestry, may have formed part of the 
^ grand emblazonries of the Christian which adorned the rich 
windows of the library.' 

Mr. Clowes's house in St. John's Parade is now a Night 
Asylum. 



NOTES, 

Note to pages 68 and 71. 

Emerson says of Swedenborg, that ' his writings would be a sufficient 
library to a lonely and athletic student. Not every man can read them; 
but they will reward him who can. One of the missouriums and mastodons 
of literature, he is not to be measured by whole colleges of otrdinaiy 
scholars.' 

Note to pages 111 and 217. 

Coleridge says : * I remember nothing in Lord Bacon superior, few pas- 
sages equal, either in depth of thought, or in richness, dignity, and feliS^ly 
of diction, or in the mightiness of the truths contained in these articles. 
As a Moralistf Swedenborg is above all praise* 

Note to pages 16 and lis, 

A member and minister in the Society of Friends was amongst the first 
to translate and publish the writings of Swedenboig. See Memoir of 
WiUiam Cookworthy^ by his grandson, George Harrison. 

The following is from the original letter of Hartley to Clowes, zefe^ 
ing to the translation of the Treatise Be Ccdo et Inferno : — 

* Mr. William Cookworthy of Plymouth began and carry'd on a con- 
siderable part of that Translation, and I finished the remainder • . . . 
and formed his part into a similarity of language with my own. To which 
I added the Preface and Notes. Mr. Cookworthy was at the whole ex- 
pence of the publication.' 
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Memoirs and Notices of the most Eminent Persons of all Countries, from the 
Earliest Ages to the Present Time. Edited by W. L. B. Cates. 8vo. 21i. 

LIVES of the QUEENS of ENGLAND. By Aones Stricklaio)] 
Library Edition, newly revised ; with Portraits of every Queen, Autographs 
and Yignettes. 8 vols, post 8vo. 7s, 6d, each. 

LIFE of the DUKE of WELLINGTON. By the Rev. G. B. Glbw, 
M. A. Popular Edition, carefully revised ; with copious Additions. Crown 8vo. 
with Portrait, 6s, 

FELIX MENDELSSOHN'S LETTEBS from Italy and Switzerland, 
and LeUer* from 1833 to 1847, translated by Lady Wallace. New Edition, with 
Portrait. 2 vols, crown 8vo. bs, each. 

MEMOIBS of SIB HENBY HAVELOCE, K.C.B. By John Clabk 
Marshhan. Cabinet Edition, with Portrait.' Crown 8vo. price 8i. 6<l. 

VICISSITUDES of FAMILIES. By Sir J. Bebnabd Bttbke, C.B. 
Ulster King of Arms. New Edition, remodelled and enlarged. 2 vols, crown 
8vo. 21i. 

The BISE of GBEAT FAMILIES, other Essays and Stories. By Sir 
J. Bebmabd Bubkb, C.B. Ulster King of Arms. Crown 8vo. price 12i. 64. 
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S88AY8 in XCGLESIA8TICAL BIOOBAPHT. By the Bight Hon. 
Bir J. Btephbn, LL.T). Cabiiiefc Edition. Oiown 8to. 7«. Bd, 

ICAUNDEB'S SIOGBAFHICAL TBEASUBY. Latest Edition, re- 
ooDstraoted, tharonglily xeviMd, and in great part rtwritten ; witb 1,000 addi- 
tional Memoirs and Notices, by W. L. B. Gates. Fcp. 8to. St, cloth ; lOt. calf. 

LSTTEB8 and LIFE of PSAKCIS BACON, including aU his Occa- 
sional Works. Collected and edited, with a Commentary, by J* Spxhddto, 
Trin. GoU. Cantab. 6 vols. 8vo. £8. 12«. Vol. YII. completion, neady zeady. 



Criticism^ Philosophy^ Polity^ &c. 

A 8TSTEMATIC VIEW of the SCIENCE of JTTBISPBITDXVCX. 

By Sheldon Amos, M.A. ProfesBor of Jurisprudence to the Inns of Oonrt, 
London. 870. price 18«. 

A PBIMEB of the ENGLISH CONSTirxmOH and OOYEBHXSHT. 

By Sheldon Amos, M JL. Professor of Jnrispradenoe to the Inns of Court. New 
Edition, revised. PostSvo. ilnOm preu. 

The INSTITUTES of JUSTINIAN; with English Introdnction, Trans- 
lation and Notes. By T. 0. Bandars, M.A. New Edition. 8to. 16i. 

80CBATE8 and the SOCBATIC SCHOOLS. Translated from the 
German of Dr. B. Zbllbr, with the Author's approval, Xxj the Bev. OswAU> J. 
Beichel, M jL. Crown 8to. 8«. 6d. 

The STOICS, EPICUBEANS, and SCEPTICS. Translated from the 
(German of Dr. E. Zeller, with the Author's approral, by Oswald J. Beiohkl» 
H»A. Crown 8vo. price lit. 

The ETHICS ef ABISTOTLE, illustrated with Essays and Notes, 
By Sir A. Grant, Bart. MJL. LL.D. Third Edition, revised and partly 
rewritten. {In the pr^t. 

The POLITICS of ABISTOTLE ; Greek Text, with English Kotos. By 
BiOHARD Gongreve, Mj^. Ncw Edition, revised. 8vo. [Nearly readif. 

The NICOMACHEAN ETHICS of ABISTOTLE newly translated into 
English. By B. Williavb, B.A. Fellow and late Lecturer of Merton CtoUege, 
and sometime Student of Christ Church, Oxford. 8vo. 12«. 

ELEMENTS of LOGIC. By E. Whatelt, D.D. late Aichbishop of 

Dublin. New Edition. 8vo. lOi. 6d. crown 8vo. As, 6J. 

Elements of Bhetoric. By the same Author. New Edition. 8yo. 
\0s. 6d, crown 8vo. As. 6d, 

English Synonymes. By E. Janb Whatblt. Edited by Axdibishop 
Whately. Fifth Edition. Fcp. 8vo. price Si, 

BACON'S ESSAYS with ANNOTATIONS. By E. Whately, DJ). 

late Archbishop of Dublin. New Edition, 8vo. price lOt, 6d, 

LOBD BACON'S WOBES, collected and edited by J. SPBDnma, 'M'.A, 
B. L. Ellis, MJL and D. D. Heath. 7 vols. 8vo. price £8. 18«. 6<L 

ESSAYS CBITICAL and NABBATIYE, partly original and partly 
reprinted from the Edinburgh, Quarterly, and other Beviews. ^ Willeak 
Forstth, Q.C. M.P. for Maiylebone. 8vo. ilfow rtaOy, 
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The SUBJECTION of WOMEN. By John Stuart Mill. Nev 
Edition. Post 8yo. 6i, 

On BEPBESENTATIVE GOYEBNMENT. By John Stuabt Mrtr. . 
Grown 8vo. price 2t, 

On LIBEBTY. By John Stuabt Mill. New Edition. Foit 
8to. 7«. 6d, Crown 8to. price 1«. id, 

PBINCIFLE8 of POLITICAL ECONOHT. By the same Author. 
Seventh Edition. 2 vols. 8yo. 30s, Or in 1 vol. crown 8vo. price 6i, 

ESSAYS on SOME UNSETTLED QUESTIONS of POLITICAL 

ECONOMY. By JoHX SruABT Mill. Second Edition. BY0.6s,6d. 

UTILITABIANISM. By John Stuabt Mux. New Edition. 8vo. 5$. 

SISSEBTATIONS and DISCUSSIONS, POLITICAL, PHILOSOPHI- 
CAL, and HISTOBIOAL. By John Stuabt Mill. 8 vols. 8vo. d6s, 

EXAMINATION of Sir. W. HAMILTON'S PHILOSOPHY, and of the 

Principal Philosophical Qaestions discoased in his Writings. Sy John Stuabt 
Mill. Fourth Edition. 8vo. IBs. 

An OUTLINE of the NECESSABY LAWS of THOUGHT ; a Treatise 
on Pure and Applied Logic. By the Most Bev. W. Thomson, Lord Archbishop 
of York, D J). F.B.S. Ninth Thousand. Crown 8vo. price 6s, 6d, 

PBINCIPLES of ECONOMICAL PHILOSOPHY. By Henby BumoKO 
MACLEOD, M.A.Barri8ter-at-Law. Second Edition. In Two Volumes. Vol.!. 
8vo. price I6s, 

A SYSTEM of LOGIC, BATIOCINATIVE and INDUCTIVE. By John 
BtuabtMill. Eighth Edition. Two vols. Svo. 25«. 

The ELECTION of BEPBESENTATIVES, Parliamentary and Mnni- 
eipal ; a Treatise. By Thomas Habe, Barri8ter«at-Law. Crown 8vo. 7s, 

SPEECHES of the BIGHT HON. LOBD MACAULAY, corrected hj 
Himself. People's Edition, crown 8vo. 3s, 6d, 

Lord Macanlay's Speechei on Parliamentary Beform in 1881 and 

1882. 16mo. Is, 

FAMILIES of SPEECH : Four Lectures delivered before the Eoyal 
Institution of Great Britain. By the Bev. F. W. Fabbab, D J). FJLS. New 
Edition. Crown 8vo. 8^. 6<l. 

CHAPTEBS on LANGUAGE. By the Bev. P. W. Eabbab, D.D. F.B.S^ 
New Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s, 

H DICTION ABY of the ENGLISH LANGUAGE. By E. G. Latham, 
M.A. M J). F.B.S. Founded on the Dictionary of Dr. Samuel Johnson, at 
edited by the Bev. H. J. Todd, with numerous Emendations and Additions. 
In Four Yolumes, 4to. price £7. 

A PBACTICAL ENGLISH DICTIONABY, on the Flan of White's 
English-LatiB and Latin-English Dictionaries. By John T. Whttb, D.D. Ozon. 
and T. C. Donkin, M.A. Assistant-Master, King Edward's Grammar School, 
Birmingham. Foet8vo. lln the press. 

THESAUBUS of ENGLISH WOBDS and PHBASES, classified and 
arranged so as to facilitate the Expression of Ideas, and assist in literary 
Composition. By P. M. Boost, M.D. New Edition. Crown 8vo. 10«. 6(2. 
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UOTUBES on the SCIENCE of LAKOXTAOE. By F. Max Uvlleb, 

M^ &c. Seventh Edition. 2 vols, crown 8to. 16«. 

XAinJAL of ENGLISH LITEEATtTBE, Historical and Critical. Bj 
Thomas Abkold, M.A. New Edition. Crown 8to. 7<. 6d. 

THREE CENTUBIES of ENGLISH LITEBATUBE. By Chablb9' 

DUKB YoNOB. Crown Svo. prioe 7«. 6d. 

BOXTTHETS DOCTOB, complete in One Volume. Edited by ihe Ber. 
J. W. Wartkr, B J). Square crown 8to. 12s. 6d. 

HI8T0BICAL and CBITICAL COMHENTABY on the OLD TESTA- 
MENT ; with a New Translation. By M. M. Kaubcb^ FhJ). Vol. I. OenetU, 
8to. ISf. or adapted for the General Reader, 12«. Vol. II. Exodus, lfi«. or 
adapted for the General Beader, 12i. Vol. III. LevUiau,t Part I. 16*. or 
adapted for the General Reader, 8s, Vol. IY. Leviticus, Pabt II. 16f. or 
adapted for the General Reader, 8s, 

A DICTIONABY of BOHAN and GBEEK ANTIQinTIES, with 

about Two Thousand Engravings on Wood from Ancient Originals, iUnstrattrtt 
of the Industrial Arts and Social Life of the Greeks and Romans. By A. RiaH, 
B.A. Third Edition, revised and improved. Crown Svo. price 7s, 6d. 

A LATIN-ENGLISH DICTIONABY. By Jomr T. Whitb, D.D* 
Oxon. and J. E. Riddle, M.A. Ozon. Revised Edition. 2 vols. 4to. 42«. 

WHITE'S COLLEGE LATIN-ENGLISH DICTIONABY antermediate 
Size), abridged for the use of University Students from the Parent Work (ar 
above). Medium Svo. 18s. 

WHITE'S JUNIOB STUDENT'S COMPLETE LATIN-ENGLISH aaA 

ENGLISH-LATIN DICTIONARY. New Edition. Square 12mo. prioe 12i. 

c««««.f^w / The ENGLISH-LATIN DICTIONARY, price 5s. 6d. 
Beparateiy | rj^^ LATIN-ENGLISH DICTIONARY, price 7s. Bd, 

A LATIN -ENGLISH DICTIONABY, for Middle-Class Schools^ 
abridged from the Junior Student's Latin-English Dictionary. By John T. 
White, D.D. Oxon. 18mo. ilnthepreu. 

An ENGLISH-GBEEE LEXICON, containing all the Greek Words 
used by Writers of good authority. By G. D. Yonob, B.A. New Bditioo. 
4to. prioe 21i. 

Xr. YONGE'S NEW LEXICON, Englisli and Greek, abridged from 
his larger work (as above). Revised Edition. Square I2mo. price 8s, 6d, 

A GBEEK.ENGLISH LEXICON. Compiled by H. G. Liddeli., D.IX 
Dean of Christ Church, and R. Scott, D.D. Dean of Rochester. Sixth Bdition. 
Crown 4to. price 36s, 

A Lexicon, Greek and Englisk, abridged from Liddell and Scon's 
Greek-English iLexicon. Fourteenth Edition. Square 12mo. 7s. 6rf. 

A SANSEBIT-ENGLISH DICTIONABY, the Sanskrit words printed 
both in the original Devanagari and in Roman Letters. Compiled by T; 
Benfet, Prof, in the Univ. of G'dttingen. Svo. 52«. 6(2. 

A FBACTICAL DICTIONABY of the FBENCH and ENGLISH LAN- 

GUAGES. By L. CONTANSEAU. Revised Edition. Post 8vo. 10«. 6tf. 

Contansean's Pocket Dictionary, French and Engb'sh, abridged &om 
the above by the Author. New Edition, revised. Square 18mo. 8«. 64. 
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NEW FBAGTICAL DICTIONABT of the GEBMAN LANGXTAGEr 
German-English and English-German. By the Bev. W. L. Blacklet, M.A. 
and Dr. Carl Martin FRiEDLAinDBB. Post 8to. 7«. 6J. 

The ICASTEBY of LANGUAGES ; or, the Art of Speaking Foreign 
Tongues Idiomatically. By Thomas PiuQn>SBOA8T. 8yo. Us, 



Miscellaneous Works and Popular Metaphysics. 

ESSAYS on PBEETHINKING and FLAIK-SPEAEING. By Leslie 
Stephen. Crown 8vo. 10«. 6d, 

MISCELLANEOTTS and POSTHUKTOUS WOBES of the Late HEKBY 

THOMAS BUCKLE. Edited, with a Biographical Notice, by Helen Tatlob. 
8 Tols. 8vo. price 52i. Bd, 

MISCELLANEOUS WBITINGS of JOHN CONINGTON, K.A. late 
Corpns Professor of Latin in the UniTendty of Oxford. Edited by J. A. 
Bymgnds, M.A. With a Memoir by H. J. S. Smith, M.A. 2 vols. 8vo. 28i. 

SEASIDE MUSINGS ON SUNDAYS AND WEEK-DAYS. By 

A. E. H. B. Crown 8yo. price 3s, 6d. 

Becreations of a Conntry Parson. By A. K. H. B. Ei&st and 
Second Series, crown 8yo. 3i. 6d. each. 

The Common-place Philoiopher in Town and Conntry. By A. K. H. B» 
Crown 8yo. price 3s, Bd, 

Leisure Hours in Town; Essays Consolatory, ^sthetical, Morale 
Social, and Domestic. By A. K, H. B. Crown 8vo. 3s, 6d. 

The Antnmn Holidays of a Conntry Parson ; Essays contributed t» 

Fraser's Magatine, &c. By A. E. H. B. Crown 8yo. 3s, 6d, 

The Chraver Thoughts of a Country Partfon. By A. K, H. B. Emsr 
and Second Series, crown 8vo. 3s, 6d. each. 

Critical Essays of a Country Parson, selected from Essays con- 
tributed to Fraser's Magazine, By A. E. H. B. Crown 8to. 3s, Bd, 

Sunday Afternoons at the Parish Church of a Scottish University 

City. By A. E..H. B. Crown 8yo. 3i. Bd, 

Lessons of Middle Age; with some Account of various Cities andr 
Men. By A. E. H. B. Crown 8yo. 3s, Bd. 

Counsel and Comfort spoken from a City Pulpit. By A. K. H. B, 

Crown 8yo. price 3s, Bd, 

Changed Aspects of Unchanged Truths ; Memorials of St. Andrews 

Sundays. By A. E. H. B. Crown 8yo. 3s, Bd, 

Present-day Thoughts; Memorials of St Andrews Sundays. By 
A. E. H. B. Crown 8yo. 3s, Bd, 

8H0BT STUDIES on GBEAT SUBJECTS. By Jambs Anthokii: 
Froudb, M.A. late Fellow of Exeter Coll. Oxford. 3 toIs. crown 8to. price 12«» 

LOBD MACAULAY'S MISCELLANEOUS WBITINGS :— 

LiBRART Edition. 2 toIb. 8yo. Portrait, 21s, 
People's EDmox. 1 yoL crown 8yo. 4«. Bd, 
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LOBD ][ACAULAT*S MISCELLAHEOXTS WRITIVOS and 8FXECHE8. 

Btudbit's Bnmoir, in ozown 8to. price St, 

The Ber. SYBITET SMITH'S ESSAYS contributed to the Edinbnzgh 
Beview. Authorised Bdition, oomxdete in 1 yoL Crown 8yo. price 3«.6iI. sewed 
or 8«. 6d. doth. 

The Bev. SYDNET SMITH'S MISCELLAHEOTTS W0BK8 ; indnding 
his Ck)ntribntions to the Edinpurgk Beview, Crown 8to. 6s,, 

The* Wit and WUdom of the Bey. Sydney Smith ; a Selection of 
the most memorable PaeiageB in his Writings and ComTeruition. ISmo. 9t, 6A 

The ECLIPSE of FAITH; or, a Visit to a BeligionB Sceptic. By 
Henbt Booebs. Latest Edition. Fcp. 8to. price 0«. 

Defence of the Eelipie of Faith, by its Author ; a rejoinder to Dr. 

Newman's Repip, Latest Edition. Fcp Syo. price Zt, Bd, 

CHIPS from a GEBMAH WOBKSHOP; Essays on the Science of 
Bdigion, and on Mythology, Traditions, and Customs. Sy F. Max MOllbb, 
MjL. &c. Second Edition. 8 toIs. 8yo. £2. 

AHALYSIS of the PHENOMENA of the HITMAN MIND. By 

James Mill. A New Edition, with Notes, IIlustnUiTe and Critical, by 
Alexander Bain, Andrew Fikdlatbb, and Geobob Obote. Edited, with 
additional Notes, by John Stuabt Mill. 2 vols. 8to. price 28«. 

An INTBODXrCTION to MENTAL FHILOSOFHY, on the Inductiye 
Method. By J. D. Mobell, M.A. LL.D. 8to. 12«. 

ELEMENTS of PSYCHOLOGY, containing the Analysis of tho 
Intellectual Powers. By J. D. Mobell, M.A. LL.I). Post 8to. 7«. 6d, 

The SECBET of HEGEL; being the Hegelian System in Origin, 
Principle, Form, and Matter. By J. H. Sitblino, LL J). 2 toIs. 8to. 28«. 

SIB WILLIAM HAMILTON ; being the Philosophy of Perception : an 
Analysis. By J. H. Subuno, LL J). 8to. 6t, 

The SENSES and the INTELLECT. By Alexandbb Baik, MJ). 
Professor of Logic in the Uniyersily of Aberdeen. Third Edition. 8to. 10c 

MENTAL and MOBAL SCIENCE: a Compendium of Psychology 

and Ethics. By the same Author. Third Edition. Crown 8to. 10«. 6<I. Or 
separately : Pabt I. MenUti Science, 6«. 6d. Pabt II. Moral Sdenoe, U, 9<L 

LOGIC, DEDUCTIVE and INDUCTiyE. By the same Author. In 
Two Pabts, crown 8vo. 10«. 6d, Each Part may be had separately : — 
Pabt I. Deduction, 4t, Pabt II. Induction, Us, 6d. 

TIME and SPACE; a Metaphysical Essay. By Shadwobtk H. 
Hodgson. (This work covers the whole ground of BpeculatiTe Philosopby.) 
8to. price 16«. 

The THEOBY of PBACTICE ; an ETHICAL ENQXTIBY. By the same 

Author. (This work, in conjunction with the forgoing, completes a system of 
Philosophy.) 2 toIs. 8to. price 24*. 

The PHILOSOPHY of NECESSITY; or, Natural Law as applicable to 
Mental, Moral, and Social Science. By Chablbs Bbat. 8to. 9«. 

On Force, its Mental and Moral Correlatei. By the same Author. 

8yo. 5e, 
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A MANUAL of AKTHBOPOLOOY, or SCIENCE of HAN, based 
on Modem Besearch. By Charles Bray. Crown 8vo. price 6s, 

A PHBENOLOGIST AMONGST the TODAS, or the Study of a Primi- 
tive Tribe in South India ; History, Character, Cnstoms, Beligion, Infanticide, 
Polyandry. Language. By W. E. Marshall, Lieutenant-Colonel B.S.G. With 
26 BluBtrations. 8yo. 21«. 

A TBEATISE on HITMAN NATTTBE ; being an Attempt to Introduce 
the Experimental Method of Seasoning into Moral Subjects. By David Hums. 
Edited, with Notes, &c. by T. H. Q-rken, Fellow of Balliol College, Oxford ; and 
T. H. Orosb, Eellow and Tutor of Queen's College, Oxford. 2 vols. 8vo. 

lln the press, 

ESSAYS MOBAL, POLITICAL, and LITEBABY. By David Hxtme. 
By the same Editors. 2 vols. Svo. [/n the press, 

XTEBEBWEO'S SYSTEM of LOGIC and EISTOBY of LOGICAL 

DOCTRINES. Translated, with Notes and Appendices, by T. M. LiNDaAY, 
M.A. F.B.SJ5. Svo. price 16s, 

A BUDGET of PABADOXES. By Augustus Be Mobgan, P.E.A.S. 
and C.P.S. Svo. 15s, 

The O'KEEFFE CASE; a full Eeport of the Case of the Eev. Eobert 
O'Eeeffe 9. Cardinal Collen, including the Evidence and the Judgments. With 
an Introduction by H. C. Eirkpatrick, Barrister. Svo. 12i. 



Astronomy^ Meteorology , Popular Geography^ &c. 

BBINKLETS ASTBONOMY. Keyised and partly re-written, with 
Additional Chapters, and an Appendix of Questions for Examination. By J. W. 
Stubbs, D.D. Fellow and Tutor of Trinity Coll^^, Dublin, and F. Bruknow, 
Ph.D. Astronomer Eoyal of Ireland. Crown Svo. price 6s, 

OUTLINES of ASTBONOMY. By Sir J. P. W. Hebschel, Bart. 
M.A. Latest Edition, with Plates and Diagrams. Square crown Svo. 12i. 

ESSAYS on ASTBONOMY : a Series of Papers on Planets and Meteors, 
the Sun and Sun-surrounding Space, Stars and Star-Cloudl^ ; and a Dissertation 
on the approaching Transit of Venus. By Bichard A. Proctor, B.A. With 
10 Plates and 24 Woodcuts. Svo. 12«. 

The UNIVEBSE and the COMING TBANSITS : Presenting Be- 
searches into and New Views respecting the Constitution of the Heavens; 
together with an Investigation of the Conditions of the Coming Transits of Venus. 
By B. A. Proctor, B.A. With 22 Charts and 22 Woodcuts. Svo. 16s, 

The MOON ; her Motioni, Aspect, Scenery, and Physical Condition. 
By B. A. Peootob, B Ju With Plates, Charts, Woodcuts, and Three Lunar 
Photographs. Crown Svo. 15s, 

The SUN; BULEB, LIGHT, FIBE, and LIFE of the PLANETABY 
SYSTEM. By B. A. Proctor, B.A. Second Edition, with 10 Plates (7 co- 
loured) and 107 Figures on Wood. Crown Svo. lis, 

OTHEB WOBLDS THAN OUBS; the Plorality of Worlds Studied 
under the Light of Beoent Scientific Besearches. By B. A. Proctor, B JL 
Third Edition, with U XUnstrafelons. Crown Svo. 10«. 6(f. 
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The OBBS ABOXTITD TJS ; a Series of Familiar Essays on the Moon 
and Planets, Meteors and Ck>met8, tbe Bon and Colonxed Pain of StUB. By 
R. A. Pboctob, B.A. Crown 8yo. price It, 6d. 

BATUBN and iU SYSTEM. Bj K. A. Pboctob, B.A. Sto. with 14 
Plates, lit, 

BCHBLLEB'S SPECTBTTII ANALYSIS, in its application to Terres- 
trial Substances and the Physical Constitution of the Heayenly Bodies. Trans- 
lated by Jamb and 0. Lassell ; edited, with Notes, by W. Hugoiks, LLJD. 
F.R.S. With 13 Plates (6 coloured) and 228 Woodcuts. Svo. price 28s. 

A NEW STAB ATLAS, for the Library, the School, and the Observatory, 
in Twelve Circular Maps (with Two Index Plates). Intended as a Companion 
to 'Webb's Celestial Objects for Common Telescopes.' With a Letterpress 
Introduction on tbe Study of the Stars, illustrated by 9 Diagrams. By B. A. 
Pboctor, B.A. Crown 8vo. 6t, 

CELESTIAL OBJECTS for COMMON TELESCOPES. By the Key. 
T. W. Webb, M.A. F.B.A.S. Third Edition, revised and enlarged ; with Maps, 
Plate, and Woodcuts. Crown 8vo. price It, 6d, 

AIB and BAIN; the Beginnings of a Chemical Climatology. By 
ROBBBT AiCGUS SMITH, Ph.D. F.R.S. F.C.S. With 8 Illustrations. 8vo. 24t. 

NAUTICAL SUBVEYINO, an INTBODUCTION to the PBACTICAL 

and THEORETICAL STUDY of. By J. K. Laughton, M.A. Small 8to. 6s. 

MAGNETISM and DEVIATION of the COMPASS. For the Use of 

students in Navigation and Science Schools. By J. Mbbbifield, LL.D. 
18mo. 1«. 6d, 

DOVFS LAW of STOBMS, considered in connexion with the Ordinaiy 
Movements of the Atmosphere. Translated by R. H. SooiT, M.A. Svo. 10«. 6d. 

KEITH JOHNSTON'S GENEBAL DICTIONABY of GEOGBAPHY, 

Descriptive, Physical, Statistical, and Historical ; forming a complete Gazetteer 
of the World. New Edition, revised and corrected to the Present Date by the 
Author's Son, Keith Johnston, F.R.G.S. 1 vol. 8vo. \Nearly recuiif. 

The POST OFPIGE GAZETTEEB of the UNITED KINGDOM. Being 

a Complete Dictionary of all Cities, Town^, Villages, and of the Principal Gen- 
tlemen's Seats, in Great Britain and Ireland ; Referred to the nearest Post Town, 
Railway and Telegraph Station : with Natural Features and Objects of Note. By 
J. A. Sharp. 1 vol. 8vo. of about 1,500 pages. [/» the prets. 

The PUBLIC SCHOOLS ATLAS of MODEBN GEOGBAPHY. In 

81 Maps, exhibiting clearly the more important Physical Features of tbe 
Countries delineated, and Noting all the Chief Places of Historical, Conunerdal, 
or Social Interest. Edited, with an Introduction, by the Rev. G. Butlbb, ^ a. 
Imp. 4to. price St. Cd, sewed, or bi. cloth. 

The PUBLIC SCHOOLS MANUAL of MODEBN GEOGBAPHY. By 

the Rev. Gborgb Butler, M. A. Principal of Liverpool Colk^ ; Editor of * The 
Public Schools Atlas of Modem Geography.' iln preparatUm* 

The PUBLIC SCHOOLS ATLAS of ANCIENT GEOGBAPHY Edited, 

with an Introduction on the Study of Andent G^eography, by the Rev. GaoBGS 
Butlbb, M.A. Principal of Liverpool Coll^;e. Imperial Quurto. 

iln preparation. 

A MANUAL of GEOGBAPHY, Physical, Industrial, and Political. 

By W. Hughes, F.R.G.S. With 6 Maps. Fcp. 7f. 6cl. 

XAUNDEB'S TBEASUBY of GEOGBAPHY, Physical, Historical, 

Descriptive, and Political. Edited by W. Hughes, F.R.G.S. Rcrvised Edition, 
with 7 Maps and IC Plates. Fcp. 6i. cloth, or lOi. bound in calf. 
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Natural History and Popular Science. 

lONGHAN & CO.'S TEXT-BOOKS of SCIENCE, MECHANICAL and 

PHYSICAL, adapted for the use of Artisans and of Students in Public and 
Science Schools :— 

Ain>BR80N's Strength of Materials, small 870. 8i. 6cf. 

Abmstbono's Organic Chemistry, 9<* 6d. 

Bloxam's Metals, Zt, 6d. 

GoodeyS's Elements of Mechanism, 8<. M, 

Principles of Mechanics, Zt. 6d. 

Gbiffin'b Algebra and Trigonomet^, 8«. 6(2. Notes, ZtM, 

Jenkin's Klectricity and Magnetism, 8«. M, 

MAX?rsLSj*a Theory of Heat, Si, 6d, 

Mebbifield's Technical Arithmetio and Mensuration, 9t, 6d, Key, 8«. 6d. 

Milleb'b Inorganic Chemistry, 8«. 6d. 

Shellbt's Workshop Applianoes, Bs. 6d. 

Thobfb's Quantitative Chemical Analysis, 4t, Od. 

Thobpe & MuiB'B Qualitative Analysis, Ss. 6d, 

Watson's Plane and Solid Geometry, 8«. 6d. 

*»* Other Text-Books in active preparation. 

ELEHEITTABY TBEATISE on FHTSICS, Experimental and Applied. 
Translated and edited from Ganot's £UmenU de Physique by E. Atkinson;, 
Ph.D. F.G.S. Kew Edition, revised and enlarged ; with a Coloured Plate and 
726 Woodcuts. Post 8vo. 15s, 

NATUBAL PHILOSOPHY for OEHEBAL BEADEBS and YOXTHG 

PERSONS ; being a Course of Physics divested of Mathematical Formula 
expressed in the language of daily life. Translated from Ganot's Oours de 
Physique and by B. Ationson, Ph.D. F.CS. Crown Svo. with 404 Woodcuts, 
price 7s. %d, 

HELKHOLTZ'S POPULAB LEGTUBES on SCIENTIFIC SUBJECTS. 

Translated by E. Atkinson, Ph.D. F.CS. Professor of Experimental Science, 
StaflC College. With an Introduction by Professor Tyndall. Svo. with nume- 
rous Woodcuts, price 12s. M, 

SOUND : a Course of Eight Lectures delivered at the Koyal Institution 
of Great Britain. By John Ttndall, LL.D. D.C.L. F.B.S. New Edition, 
with 169 Woodcuts. Crown Svo. 9s. 

HEAT a MODE of MOTION. By John Ttndall, LL.D. D.C.L. 
F.B.S. Fourth Edition. Crown Svo. with Woodcuts, 10«. 6<l. 

CONTBIBUTIONS to MOLECULAB PHYSICS in the DOMAIN of 

BADIANT HEAT. By J. Tyndall, LL.D. D.C.L. P.B.S. With 2 Plates and 
31 Woodcuts. Svo. 16». 

BESEABCHES on DIAMAONETISM and MAONE-CBYSTALLIC 

ACTION ; including the Question of Diamagnetio Polarity. By J. Ttndall, 
M.D. D.C.L. F.B.S. With 6 plates and many Woodcuts. Svo. lis, 

NOTES of a COUBSE of SEVEN LECTUBES on ELEGTBICAL 

PHENOMENA and THEOBIES, delivered at the Eoyal Institution, A.D. 1S70. 
By John Tyndall, LL.D., D.C.L., F.B.S. Crown Svo. 1*. sewed ; Is. M, doth. 

ELEMENTABY TBEATISE on the WAVE-THEOBY of LIGHT. 

By HuMPHRRY Lloyd, D.D. D.CL. Provost of Trinity College, Dublin. Third 
Edition, revised and enlarged. Svo. price 10«. 6d. 

LECTURES on LIGHT delivered in the United States of America in 
the Years 1S72 and 1S73. By John Tyndall, LL.D. D.CL. F.B.S. With 
Froatispieoe and Diagrams. Crown Svo. price Is. ^d. 
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NOTES of a COTJBSE of NIKE LECTUBES on LIGHT delivered at the 
Royal Ingtitation, A.D. 1869. By John Ttndaij., LL.D. D.C.L. F.B^ 
Crown 8yo. price U. sewed, or Is. Bd. cloth. 

TEAGMEKTS of SCIENCE. By John Ttndali^ LL.D. D.C.Ii. F.R.a 

Third Bdition. 8vo. price lis. 

LIGHT SCIENCE for LEISXTBE HOUBS; a Series of Familiar 
Essays on Scientific Subjects, Nainral Phenomena, &o. By R. A. Fbociob, 
B A. First and Second Series. Grown 8ro. 7«. 64, eadi. 

The COBBELATION of PHYSICAL F0BCE8. By the Hon. Sir W. B. 
Orovb, M.A. F.B.S. kc. Sixth Edition, with other Contribationa to Science. 
8vo. [/n the press, 

Frofeisor OWEN'S LEGTITBES on the COMPABATIVE AKATOKT 

and Physiology of the InTertebrate Animals. Second Edition, with 286 WoodcntB. 
870. 21s. 

The COMPABATIVE ANATOHT and PHYSIOLOGY of the YXBTE- 

BRATE ANIMALS. By Richabd OwxN, F3.S. D.G Jt. With 1,472 Woodcats. 
8 Tols. 8to. £8. 18«. 6d. 

PBINCIPLES of ANIMAL MECHANICS. By the Bev. S. HAtTORTOir, 

F.R.S. Fellow of Trin. Coll. Dabl. M.D. DnbL and D.CX. Oxon. Second 
Edition, with 111 Figures on Wood. 8yo. 2Ii. 

The EABTH and MAN; or, Physical Geography in relation to the 
History of Mankind. Slightly Abridged from the Frendi of A. GuizoT, with • 
few Notes. Fifth Edition. Fop. Sto. 2«. 

BOCKS CLASSIFIED and DESCBIBED. By Bebkbabd Vok Cotta. 

English Edition, by P. H. Lawbencb; with English, German, and Frendi 
Synonymes. Post Svo. lis, 

GEOLOGY SIMPLIFIED for BEGINNEB8. By A. C. Ramsay, LL.D. 

F.R.S. Forming part of the Rev. G. R. Gleig's New School Series. ISmo. 

ilnihepreu. 

The ANCIENT STONE IMPLEMENTS, WEAPONS, and OBHA- 

MENTS of GREAT BRITAIN. ByJoBM EyAN8,FJl.S.F.&A. With 2 Plates 
and 476 Woodcuts. 8to. price 2Ss. 

The ORIGIN of CIVILISATION and the PBIMITIYE COHBITION 

of MAN ; Mental and Social Condition of Savages. By Sir John Lubbock, 
Bart. M.P. F.R.S. Second Edition, with 25 Woodcuts. 8to. price 16«. 

BIBLE ANIMALS; being a Description of every Living Creature 
mentioned in the Scriptures, from the Ape to the Coral. By the Rev. J« G* 
Wood, MA. F.L.S. With about 100 Vignettes on Wood. 8yo.2U. 

HOMES WITHOUT HANDS ; a Description of the Habitations of 
Animals, classed according to their Principle of Construction. By the "Bev J. 
Q. Wood, MA. F.L.S. With about 140 Vignettes on Wood. Svo. 21«. 

INSECTS AT HOME ; a Popular Account of British Insects, their 
Structure, Habits, and Transformations. By the Rev. J. G. Wood, M.A. FJU3. 
With upwards of 700 Illustrations. 8yo. price 21s, 

INSECTS ABBOAD; a Popular Account of Foreign Insects, their 
Structure, Habits, and Transformations. By J. G. Wood, MA. F.L.S. Ptintad 
and illustrated uniformly with * Insects at Home/ to which it will form a 
S^nel and Companion. [/» theprtss. 
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8TBAK0E DWELLINOS; a description of the Habitations of 
Animals, abridged from * Homes without Hands.* By the Ber. J. Ot. Wood, 
M.A. PJjJB. With abont 60 Woodcut lUustrations. Grown 8to. price 7s, QcL 

OUT of DOOBS ; a Series of Essays on Natural History. By the Bev. 
J. a. Wood, M JL. F.L.S. With Six Illustrations from Original Designs engrayecl 
on Wood by G. Pearson. Crown 8vo. ^Nearly ready, 

A PAMILIAB HIBTOBY of BIBDS. By E. Stanley, D.D. F.B.S. 
late Lord Bishop of Norwich. Seventh Edition, with Woodcuts. Fcp. 8f . 6d. 

7B0H JAKXTABY to DECEMBEB ; a Book for Children. Second 
Edition. 8to. Bs, 6d. 

The HABMOKIES of NATXTBE and XTNITY of CBEATION. By Dr. 

Gbobob Habtwio. 8to. with numerous lUustrations, 18«. 

The SEA and its LIVIKG WONDEBS. By Dr. Geobge Habtwio. 
Latest reyisod Edition. 8to. with many Illustrations, 10«. 6d. 

The TBOPIGAL WOBLD. By Dr. Geobge Habtwig. With above 160 
Illustrations. Latest revised Edition. 8yo. price lOt, 6d, 

The STJBTEBBAKEAH WOBLB. By Dr. Geobge Habtwig. With 
8 Maps and about 80 Woodcuts, including 8 full size of page. 8yo. price 2ls, 

The POLAB WOBLB, a Popular Description of Man and Nature in the 
Arctic and Antarctic Begions of the Globe. By Dr. Gbobge Habtwig. With 
8 Ghromozylographs, 3 Maps, and 85 Woodcuts. 8yo. 10«. 6d. 

KIBBY and SPENCE'S UTTBODUCTION to ENTOMOLOGY, or 

Elements of the Natural History of Insects. 7th Edition. Crown 8vo. 5s. 

XAUNDEB'S TBEASUBY of NATXTBAL HISTOBY, or Popular 
Dictionary of Birds, Beasts, Fishes, Beptiles, Insects, and (keeping Things. 
With aboYC 900 Woodcuts. Fcp. 8vo. price 6s, cloth, or 10«. bound in calf. 

HANDBOOK of HABDY TBEES, SHBXTBS, and HEBBAOEOXTS 

PLANTS, containing Descriptions, Natiye Countries, &c. of a Selection of the 
Best Species in Cultivation ; tc^eth^ with Cultural Details, Comparatiyo 
Hardiness, Suitability for Particular Positions, &c. By W. B. Hemslst, for- 
merly Assistant at the Herbarium of the Boyal Gardens, Eew. Based on 
Decaisnb and Naxtdin's Manuel de V Amateur des Jardins, and including the 264 
Original Woodcuts. Medium 8yo. 21«. 

A GENEBAL SYSTEM of BOTANY DESCEIPTIYE and ANALYTICAL. 

I. Outlines of Organography, Anatomy, and Physiology ; n. Descriptions and 
Illustrations of the Orders. ByB. Lb Maout, and J. Dxoaibns, Members of 
the Institute of France. Translated by Mrs. Hooker. The Orders arranged 
after the Method followed in the Uniyersities and Schools of Great Britain, its 
Colonies, America, and India ; with an Appendix on the Natural Method, and 
other Additions, by J. D. Hookeb, F.B.S. he. Director of the Boyal Botanical 
Gardens, Eew. With 5,500 Woodcuts. Imperial 8to. price 52«. 6d, 

The TBEASXTBY of BOTANY, or Popular Dictionaiy of the Vegetable 
Kingdom ; including a Glossary of Botanical Terms. Edited by J. "LxsjajCTf 
F.B.S. and T. Moobb, F.L.S. assisted by eminent Contributors. With 274 
Woodcuts and 30 Steel Plates. Two Parts, fcp. 8vo. I2s, cloth, or 20s, calf. 

The ELEMENTS of BOTANY for FAMILIES and SCHOOLS. 

Tenth Edition, revised by Thomas Moobb, FX.S. Fcp. with 154 Wood- 
cuts, 2«. Bd. 

The BOSE AMATETJE*S OITIBS. By Thomas Biysbs. Fourteenth 
Bdition. Fcp. 8td. U, 
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XOlTBOirS XVCTCLOPJEDIA of PLAHTS ; comprising the Specific 
Ohancter, DeBoription, Caltare, History, &c. of all the Pbmta fonnd la 
Gnat Britain. With upwards of 12,000 Woodcati. 8to. 43*. 

KAXTKDEB'S SCISHTIFIO and LITESABY TBEASITBY. New 

Bdition, thoroughly xeriwd and in great part rewritten, with above 1,000 
new Articles, by J. Y. Johnson, Corr. M^8. Fcp. 6s, doth, or 10«. calf. 

A DICTIOKABY of SCISVCE, LITEBATXTBE, and ABT. Fourth 
Bdition, re-edited by W. T. Bbakds (the original Anthor), and Oftoncix W, 
C!ox, MjL., assisted by contribators of eminent SdentiOc and Literazj 
Acqnizements. 8 yoIs. medium 8to. price 6S«. doth. 



Chemistry^ Medicine^ Surgery^ and the 
Allied Sciences. 

A DICnOKABY of CHEMISTEY and the Alh'ed Branches of other 
Sdenoes. By Hbnrt Watts, F.B.S. assisted by eminent Oontribnton. 
Complete in 6 toIs. medium 8to. price £8. li«. M, Bupplembnt in Ou Presto 

KLEMEKTS of CHEMISTBY, Theoretical and Practical. By W. Aujor 
HiuJER, M.D. late Prof, of Chemistry, King's Coll. London. Kew 
Bdition. 8 vols. 8vo. £S. Past I. CniDacAL Phtsics, 16«. Part IL 

INOBOANIO CHXHISTBT, 21«. PART HE. OBOANIC CHSmSTBT, 24«. 

A Course of Practical Chemistry, for the use of Hedical Stndenta 
By W. Odung, F.B.S. New Edition, with 70 Woodcuts. Crown 8to. 7s, ed, 

A MANUAL of CHEMICAL PHYSIOLOGY, including its Points of 
Contact with Pathology. By J. L. W. Thudichum , M.D. With Woodcnte. 
8yo. price 7s, 6d, 

8SLECT METHODS in CHEMICAL ANALYSIS, ehiefly IHOS- 
OANIC. By William Crookbs, F.B.S. With 22 Woodcuts, down Sro. 
price 12s, 6d, 

A HANDBOOK of DYEING and CALICO PBINTING. By Wiixiax 

CBOOKE8, F3.S. Illustrated with numerous Specimens of Dyed Textile Fabrics. 
8vo. [/ft tKe Spring, 

LECTUBES on the DISEASES of INFANCY and CHILDHOOD. By 

Chablss West, M.D. &c. Sixth Edition, revised and enlarged. 8vo. 18«. 

The SCIENCE and ABT of STJBGEBY ; being a Treatise on Surgical 
Injuries, Diseases, and Operations. By John Eric Ebichsen, Senior 
burgeon to University College Hospital, and Holme Professor of Clinical 
Surgery in University Collie, London. The Sixth Edition, with 712 Wood- 
cuts. 2 vols. 8vo. price 82«. 

A SYSTEM of SUBGEEY, Theoretical and Practical. In Treatises 

by Yarious Authors. Edited by T. Holmbs, M.A. &c. Surgeon and Ijeotarer 
on Surgery at St. George's Hospital. Second Edition, i^oronghly zevised, 
with numerous Illustrations. 5 vols. 8vo. £5. 6s. 

The STTBGICAL TBEATMENT of CHILDBEN'S DISEASES. By 

T. Holmes, M.A. &c. late Surgeon to the Hospital for Sick Ghildien. 
Second Edition, with 9 plates and 112 Woodcuts. Svo. 21s, 
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LECTUBES on tlie PBIKGIPLEB and PBACTIOE of PHTSIC. By 

Sir Thomas Watson, Bart. M.D. Fifth Edition, thoioughlj xevised. 
2 vols. 8yo. price 36«. 

LECTUBES on STTBGIGAL PATHOLOGY. By Sir Jambs Paget, 
Bart. F.B.S. Third Edition, revised and re-edited by the Author and 
Professor W. Turner, M.B. 8to. with 134 Woodcuts, 21«. 

On the SUBOICAL DISEASES of the TEETH and COHTIGTrOUS 

STBTJCTTJRES, with their Treatment. By S. James A. Salter, M.B. F.B.S. 
Dental Surgeon to Guy's Hospital. 8yo. with numerous Illustrations. 

[Jn the Autumn. 

A TBEATISE on MEDICAL ELECTBICITY, THEOBETICAL and 

Practical ; and its Use in the Treatment of Paralysis, Neuralgia, and other 
Diseases. By Julius Althaus, M.D. M.B.O.P. &c. Third Edition, enlarged 
and revised ; with 147 Illustrations. Svo. price 18«. 

LECTUBES on PEYEB delivered in the Theatre of the Meath Hospital 
and County of Dublin Infirmary. By W. Stokes. M.D. F.B.S. Physician to the 
Queen in Ireland. Edited by J. W. Moors, M J). F.K.Q.G.P. 8vo. Us, 

The SKIM-MILK TBEATMENT of DIABETES and BBIGHT'S 

DISEASE ; with Clinical Observations on the Symptoms and Pathology erf 
these Aifections. By A. S. Donkin, M.D. &c. Crown 8vo. 10«. 6<l. 

QUAIN'S ELEMENTS of AKATOMT. Seventh Edition [1867], 
edited by W. Shakpey, M.D. F.B.S. Allen Thomson, M.D. F.B.S. and 
J. Cleland, M.D. With upwards of 800 Engravings on Wood. 2 vols. 8vo. 
price 31«. 6d, 

ANATOMT, DESCBIPTIYE and SUBGICAL. By Henry Gbat, 
F.R.S. With about 400 Woodcuts from Dissections. Sixth Edition, by 
T. Holmes, MJL, with a new Introduction by the Editor. Royal 8vo. 28«. 

A TBEATISE on the CONTINUED PEYEBS of GBEAT BBITAIN. 

By Charles Murchison, M.D. LL.D. F.R.S. F.B.G.P. &c. Second Edition, 
revised and enlarged, with numerous Illustrations. Svo. price 24s, 

CLINICAL LECTUBES on DISEASES of the LIVEB, JAUNDICE, 

and ABDOMINAL DROPSY. By Charles Murchison, M.D. &c. New 
Edition, preparing for publication. 

OUTLINES of PHYSIOLOGY, Human and Comparative. By John 
Marshall, F.R.C.S. Surgeon to the University College Hospital. 2 vols, 
crown Svo. with 122 Woodcuts, Z2s, 

PHYSIOLOGICAL ANATOMY and PHYSIOLOGY of MAN. By the 

late R. B. Todd, M.D. F.R.S. and W. Bowman, F.R.S. of King's College. 
With numerous Illustrations. Vol. n. Svo. 25s. 

Vol. I. New Edition by Dr. Lionel S. Bbale, F.R.S. in course of publi* - 
cation, with many Illustrations. Parts I. and II. price Is. 6d, each. 

COPLAND'S DICTIONABY of PBACTICAL MEDICINE, abridged 
from the larger work and thronghout brought down to the present State - 
of Medical Science. Svo. dSs, 

DB. PEBEIBA'S ELEMENTS of MATEBIA MEDICA and THEBA- 

PETTTICS, abridged and adapted for the use of Medical and Pharmaceatioal 
Practitioners and Students; and comprising all the Medicines of tiia 
British Pharmacopceia, with such others as are frequently ordered in Pre- 
scriptions or required by the Physician. Edited by Professor Bbntlbt;^ 
FX.S. &c. and by Dr. Redwood, F.C.S. &o. With 125 Woodcut Diiutea- 
tions. Svo. price 26s, 

B 
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I1L0 ESSEHTIALS of XATSBIA XSDICA and THSRAPEXmCS. 

By Altbkd Barino Garbod, K.D. F.B.S. kc. Physician to King's College 
HoqyitaL Third Edition. Serenth Impression, brought np to 1870. Crown 
8to. price I2s. Bd. 

The Fine ArtSy and Illustrated Editions. 

A BICTIOVABT of ABTISTS of the EHaLISH SCHOOL : Painters, 
Scnlptors, Architects, Engravers, and Omamentists ; with Notices of their Liyes 
and Works. By 8. Bbdoratb. 8yo. 16«. 

Tho THBEE CATHEDRALS DEDICATED to ST. PATTL, in LOlTDOir ; 
their History from the Foundation of the First Building in the Sixth Oentory 
to the Proposals for the Adornment of the Present Catheter]. By Willeax 
LOKOMAN, V.A.S. with nnmeroos lUnstrations. Square crown 8to. pcioe 2U. 

OBOTESQTTE AKIMALS, inyented, described, and portrayed by E. W. 
Cooxx, B JL. F.B.& F.O.8. F.Z.S. Ac. in Twenty-four Plates, with Bliioidatory 
Comments. Boyal 4to. 71*, 

IH FAntTLAHD; Pictures from the Elf-World. By Bichabd 
DoYLB. With a Poem by W. Alldtoham. With Sixteen Plates, containing 
Thirty-six Designs printed in Colours. Folio, ZU. 6d. 

ALBERT DTTBEB, HIS LIFE and WOEKS; including Auto- 
biographical Papers and Complete Catalogues. By WilijamB. Booit. 
With Six Etchings by the Author, and other lUustrations. Sto. 16s, 

Tho HEW TESTAMEET, illustiBted with Wood Engravings after the 
Early Kasters, chiefly of the Italian SchooL .Crown 4to. 88«. doth, gilt top ; 
cr £3 6i, elegantly bound in mcvocco. 

XTEA 6EBMAHICA ; the Christian Year. Translated by Cathkbini 

Winkworth; with 126 lUustrations on Wood drawn by J. Lbiqhiov. 
F.&A. 4to.21<. 

XTEA OESMAEICA ; the Christian Life. Translated by Cathbbhii 

WXNKWOBTH ; with about 900 Woodcut Illustrations l^ J. Lkeqbton, F.SJL 
and other Artists. 4to. 2U. 

TkB LIFE of MAE STMBOLISED by the XOHTHS of tho TSAE. 
'Teact selected by B. Pioot; Illnstrations on Wood from Ortgixial Designs by 
J. Lbiohton, F.S.A. 4to. 42«. 

CATS' and FABLITS MOEAL EHBLEMS ; with Aphorisms, AdagM, 
and Proverbs of all Nations. 121 Illustrations on Wood by J. liSiGaxOH, 
F.S.A. Text selected by B.PIOOT. Imperial 8to. 31<. 64. 

SACOBIED and LE&ENDAET AET. By Mbs. Jauesok. 

Legends of the Saints and Xartyrs. New Edition, with 19 
Btdiings and 187 Woodcuts. 2 vols, square crown 8to. 81<. 64. 

Legends of the Xonastio Orders. New Edition, with 11 Etchings 
and 88 Woodcuts.: 1 vol. square crown 8vo. 21<. 

Legends of the Xadonna. New Edition, with 27 Etchings and 
160 Woodcuts. 1 ToL square crown 8vo. 2U, 

The History of Our Lord, with that of his Types and "Btrnxnaa* 

' Oompleted Iqr Lady Euttlakx. Bevised BdiUon, with 81 St<jhfiwi aod 

S81 Woodcuts. 3 vols, square crown 8vo.42«. .;;. 
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The Useful Arts^ Manufactures^ &c. 

HISTOBY of the GOTHIC BEVTVAL ; an Attempt to shew how far 
the taste for KedisBral Architectaxe was retained in England during the 
last two centuries, and has been re-developed in the present. !l^ G. L. Bast- 
LAKB, Architect. With 48 Illastrations Imperial 8to. 814. M, 

OWUrS ENCTCLOPJEDIA of ABCHITEGTXTBE, with aboye 1,600 
Engrayings on Wood. Fifth Edition, reTiaed and enlarged by Wtatt 
Fafwobxh, 8to. S2i. 6d, 

A MANUAL of ABCHITECTUBE: being a Concise History and 
Explanation of the principal Styles of Enropean Architecture. Ancient, 
Hedtseval, and Bemdssance; with a Glossary of Technical Terms. By 
Thomas KrrcHXLL. Crown 8to. with 160 Woodcuts, 10«. 6d. 

HINTS on HOUSEHOLD TASTE in FUBNITUBE, UPHOLSTEBY, 

and other Betailo. By Ghablbs L. Eastlakb, Architect. New Edition, 
with about 90 Illustrations. Square crown 8vo. 14<. 

PBINCIPLES of XECHANISM, designed for the Use of Students in 
the Universities, and for Engineering Students generally. By B^ 
Willis, M.A. F.B.S. &c. Jacksonian Professor in the Univeriiity of 0am- 
bridge. Second Edition, enlarged ; with 374 Woodcuts. 8yo. 18s, 

GEOHETBIO TUBNIN&t comprising a Description of Plant's New 
Geometric Ghuck, with directions for its use, and a series of Patterns cut by 
it, with Explanations. By H. S. Sayobt. With numerous Woodcuts. 8vo. 21$, 

LATHES and TUBNINO, Simple, Xeehanleal, and OBNAXENTAL. 
By W. HxNBT NOBTHCOTT. With about 240 Illustrations on Steel and 
Wood. 8to. 18«. 

FEBSPECTIYE ; or, the Art of Drawing what One Sees. Explained 
and adapted to the use of those Sketching from Nature. By Lieut. W. H, 
GoLUNS, B.E. F.B JL8. With n Woodcuts. Grown 8yo. price 6*, 

INDUSTBIAL CHEMISTBT; a Mannal for Manufacturers and for 
nse in CdQegea or Technical Schools. Being a Translation of Professors Stohmann 
and Engkrs German Edition of Patsn's Pr4cU de Chimie Indtutrielle^ by Dr. 
J. D. Babbt. Edited and supplemented byB.H. Paul, Ph.D. 8to. with Plates 
and Woodcuts. [Inihepresi, 

UBE'S BICTIONABY of ABTS, XANU7ACTUBES, and MINES. 

Sixth Edition, rewritten and enlarged l^* Bobxbt Huff, FJLB. assisted by 
numerous Gontribntors eminent in Science and the A^i and familial^ with 
Manufactures. With above 2/)00 Woodcuts. 8 vols, medium 8to. £4 14«. td, 

HANDBOOK of PBACTIOAL TELEOBAPHT. By B. S. Cuixbt, 
Memb. Inst. G.E. Bngineer-in-Ghief of Telegraphs to the Post OlHce. Sixth 
Edition, with 144 Woodcuts and 5 Plates. 8vo. price 16^. 

The ENOINEEB'8 HANDBOOK; erolaining the Principles which 
should guide the Toung Engineer in the Oonstruotion of Modiinery, with the 
necessary Bules, Proportions, and Tildes. By G. S. Lowanss.. Post8TO. S<. 

ENCTCLOPJEDIA of CIVIL ENGINEEBINO, Historical, Olieoretksal, 
.andPiacticaL ByB.OEBn>O.B. WIthabOffe 8/)00 Woodcuts. 8Vow43«. 

Tha 8TBAIN8 IN TBUS8E8 Computed by meisuis of Diamms ; with 
90 Examples drawn to Scale. By l^ A. BAKxnri ICJl. Jl. With 8S VHas* 
grams. Sqnavs orown Sro. 8f . <<!• 
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TBEATI8E on MILLS and MILLWOEK. By Sir W. Fajbbairk, 

Bart. F.E.& Kew Edition, with 18 Plates and 823 WoodcotB, 3 Toto. 
8to. 82f. 

USEFUL IHFOBMATIOH for EHaiKEEBS. By Sir W. Fairbaibmv 

Bart. F.B.S. Beviaed Edition, with numerous Illustrakions. 8 toIs. crown 8to. 
price dU, 6d, 

The APPLICATION of CAST and WBOiraHT IBOV to Bnilding 

Purposes. By Sir W. Faibbairn, Bart. F.B.& Fourth Edition, enlarged ; with 
6 Plates and 118 Woodcuts. 8to. price 16«. 

OUHS and STEEL; Miscellaneous Papers on Mechanical Subjects. 
By Sir Joseph Whitworth, Bart. G.B. F.E.S. LL.D. D.C.L. Boyal 8to. witit 
Illustrations, 74. 6d, 

A TBEATISE on the STEAM ENGINE, in its yarions Applications 
to Mines, Kills, Steam Navigation, Ballways, and Agriculture. By J. BouRKXy, 
C.E. Eighth Edition ; with Portrait, 87 Plates, and 546 Woodcuts. 4to. 42«. 

CATECHISM of the STEAM ENGINE, in its various Applications to 
Mines, Mills, Steam Narigation, Bailways, and Agriculture. By the same 
Author. With 89 Woodcuts. Fcp. 6«. 

HANDBOOK of the STEAM ENGINE. By the same Author, forming 
a Ket tothe Catechism of the Steam Engine, with 67 Woodcuts. Fcp, 9s, 

BOTTBNE'S BECENT IMPBOVEMENTS in the STEAM ENGINE in iU 

various applications to Mines, MUls, Steam Navigation, Bailveays, and Agri- 
culture. By John Bourne, C.E. New Edition including many New Examples 
with 124 Woodcuts. Fcp. 8ro. G«. 

PBACTICAL TBEATISE on METALLURGY, adapted from the last 
German Edition of Professor Kerl's Metallurgy by W. Crookes, F.B.S. &o. 
and E. B5HRia, Ph.D. M.E. With 626 Woodcuts. 8 vols. 8to. price £4 19«. 

MITCHELLS MANUAL of PBACTICAL ASSAYING. Fourth Edi- 
tion, for the most part rewritten, with all the recent Disooyeries inoori>orated. 
byW. Crookes, F.B.S. With 199 Woodcuts. 8yo. Six. 6d. 

LOUDON'S ENCTCL0P2DIA of AGBICULTUBE: comprising the 
Laying-out, Improvement, and Management of Landed Property, and the Onlti- 
TaUon and Economy of Agricultural Produce. With 1,100 Woodcuts. 8to. 2U. 

London's Encyolopaedia of Gardening: comprisins; the Theory and 
Practice of Horticulture, Floriculture, Ar}>oriculture, and Landscape Gazdeninff 
With 1,000 Woodcuts. 8vo.21*. »«>««m. 

BATLDON'S ABT of VALUING BENTS and TILLAGES, and Claims 

of Tenants upon Quitting Farms, both at Michaelmas and Lady Day. TM«»ii«LK 
Edition, revised by J. C. Morton. 8vo. 10#. 6d. — •»«. 



ReligiovLS and Moral Works. 

INTBODUCTION to the SCIENCE of BELIGION. Four Lectures 
delivered at the Boyal Institution; with Two Essays on False Analoglee and 
the Philosophy of Mythology. By F. Max M&llsr, M.A. Crown 8to. lOf. m. 

SUPEBNATUBAL BELIGION ; an Inquiry into the Beality of DiTine 
Revelation. 2 vols. 8vo. 24«. 

ESSATS on the HISTOBT of the CHBISTL/LN BELIGION. By Jomr 

Earl BUS8BLL. Cabinet Edition, revised. Fcp. 8vo. price 8<. 6<i. 
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The SPEAKES*S BIBLE COMMEKTABY, by Bishops and other 
Clergy of the Anglican Chnrcb, critically examined by the Bight Bev. J. W. 
GOLENSO, D.D. Bishop of Natal. 8vo. Part I. Oenesis^ Zs, 6d. Part II. 
Exodus, 4«. 6(1. Part III. Leviticus, 2s, Gd, Part IY. Ifumbers, Zs, 6d. 
Part V. Deuteronomy, 5s. 

The OUTLINES of the CHBISTLAK MIKISTBT DELINEATED, and 

brought to the Test of Beason, Holy Scripture History, and Experience, with a 
view to the Beconciliation of Existing Differences concerning it, especially 
between Presbyterians and Episcopalians. By 0. Wordsworth, D.G.L. Bishop 
of St. Andrews. Grown 8vo. price Is, 6d. 

CHBIST the COHSOLEB; a Book of Comfort for the Sick. With a 
Preface by the Bight Ber. the Lord Bishop of Carlisle. Small 8vo. price 6s, 

BEASOKS of FAITH ; or, the OEDER of the Christian Argument 
Developed and Explained. By the Bev. G. S. Drew, M.A. Second Editioa, 
revised and enlarged. Fcp. Svo. price 6s, 

STHONYHS of the OLD TESTAMENT, their BEABIKG on CHBIS- 

TIAN FAITH and PBACTICE. By the Bev. B. B. Gikduestons, M.A. 8vo. 16s, 

The ANTIQUITIES of ISBAEL. Bj Hbinbich Ewald, Professor of 
the University of GSttingen. Translated from the German. Svo. [7n the press. 

An IKTBODTTCTIOK to the THEOLOaT of the CHUBGH of 

ENGLAND, in an Exposition of the Thirty-nine Articles. By the Bev. T. P. 
Boultbbe, LL.D. New Edition, Fcp. Svo. price 6s. 

FUNDAMENTALS ; or, Bases of Belief concerning MAN and GOD : 
a Handbook of Mental, Moral, and Beligious Philosophy. By the Bev. T. 
Griffith, M.A. Svo. price 10s, 6d, 

SEBMONS for the TIMES preached in St. Paul's Cathedral and 
elsewhere. By the Bev. Thomas Griffith, M.A. Prebendary of St. Paul's. 
Crown Svo. 6*. 

PBATEBS for the FAMILY and for FBIVATE USE, selected 

from the COLLECTION of the late BABON BUNSEN, and Translated by 
Catherine Winkworth. Fcp. Svo. price 34. 6d, 

An EXPOSITION of the 39 ABTIGLES, Historical and Doctrinal. 
By E. Harold Browne, D.D. Lord Bishop of Winchester. Ninth Edit. Svo. 16s. 

The LIFE and EPISTLES of ST. PAUL. Bj the Eev. W. J. 
CoNTBEARB, K.A., and the Very Bev. J. S. Howson, D.D. Dean of Chester : — 

LiBRART Edition, with all the Original Illustrations, Maps, Lwidscapes on 
Steel, Woodcuts, &c. 2 vols. 4 to. iSs. 

Intermediate Edition, vvith a Selection of Maps, Plates, and WoodcntB— 
2 vols, square crown Svo. 2ls. 

Student's Edition, revised and condensed, with 46 Hlustrations and Maps. 
1 vol. crown Svo. price 9*. 

The VOYAaE and SHIFWBECK of ST PAUL ; with Dissertations 
on the Life and Writings of St. Luke and the Ships and Navigation of tho 
Ancients. By James Smith, F.B.S. Third Edition. Crown Svo. 10s. 6d, 

COMMENTABY on the EPISTLE to the BOXANS. By the Her. 
W. A. O'CONOR, B.A. Bector of St. Simon and St. Jade, Manchester. Crown 
Svo. price 3s. 6d. 

The EPISTLE to the HEBBEWS ; with Analytical Introdnction and 
Notes. By the Bev. W. A. O'Conor, B.A. Crown Svo. price is, 6d. 

ST. MABK'S GOSPEL ; Greek Text, with English Vocabulary. Edited - 
the Bev. J. T. White, D.D. Oxon. 82mo. \s. 6d, 
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8T. JOHir*S GOSP£L ; Greek Text, with English Yocabiilarj. Edited • 
l^ the Bev. J. T. Wbue, D.D. Ozon. 82mo. iJutiftad^» 

A CBinCAL and GEAXXATICAL COXMSKTABY on 8T. PAITL'S 

Bpifltles. By 0. J. Elucott, D.D. Lord Biahop of Oloooeiter and Bristol. 8to» 

Galatiani, Fourth Edition, Ba, 6d. 

Xpheiiani, Fourth Edition, Ss, 6d. 

Pastoral Epiitles, Fourth Edition, lOs. ed. 

Fhilippians, Colossians, and Philemon, Third Edition, IQs, 6d, 

Thes/ialonians, Third Edition, 7s, 6d. 

HISTOBICAL LECTTTBES on tho LIFE of OTTB LOBD. By 

G. J. Ellicott,D.D. Bishopof aioucerteraiidBristoL Fifth Bdltton. 8to. 12«, 

EYIDEKCE of tho TBTTTH of the CHBISTIAK BELI6I0F derived 

from the Literal Fulfilment of Prophecy. By Alsxaitdkb Keith, D J>. 87th 
Edition, with nomeroiu Plates, in equaie 8to. 12s, Bd, ; also the 89th "'"^fthm, in 
post 8yo. with 6 Plates, 6s, 

The HISTOBT and LITEBAITIBE of the I8BASLITE8; aoooiduig 

to the Old Testament and the Apocrypha. By 0. Db Bothbohild and A. Bn 
BOTHSCHILD. Second Edition, revised. 2 vols, poet 8yo. with Two Maps, 
price 12s, M, Abridged Edition, in 1 vol. fcp. Svo. price Zs, Bd, 

An IirrBODTTCTIOH to the STUDT of the NEW TE8TAXEHT, 

Critical, Ezegetical, and Theological. By the Eer. S. DAViOflOir, D J>. LL J>« 
2 vols. Svo. dOs, 

HISTOBT of I8BAEL. By H. Ewald, Prof, of the Univ. of Gottin- 

gen. Translated by J. E. Cabpenteb, M«A., with a Preface by Bussbll 2£ab- 
TiNEAU, K.A. 6 vols. Svo. 638. 

The TBEASTTBY of BIBLE KKOWLED&E ; being a Dictionary of the 
Books, Persons, Places, Events, and other matters of which mention is made in 
Holy Scripture. By Eev. J. Atrb, M JL. With Kape, 16 Plates, and nomeiona 
Woodcuts. Fcp. Svo. price 6s, cloth, or 10s, neatly bound in calf. 

LECTTTBES on the PENTATEUCH and the MOABITS 8T0HE; 

with Appendices on the Elohistic Narrative, the Original Story of the Bzodns, 
and the Pre-Christian Cross. By the Bight Bev. J. W. Colknso, D.D. Bishop 
of NataL Svo. 12s, 

The PENTATEUCH and BOOK of JOSHUA CBITICALLT EXAXIHED. 

By the Bight Bev. J. W. Colenso, D.D. Bishop of Natal. C^wn Svo. 8«. 

AUTHOBITT and CONSCIENCE; a Free Debate on the Tendency of 

Dogmatic Theology and on the Characteristics of Faith. Edited by Ck>NWAT 
Morel. Post Svo. Is, 6d, 

A VIEW of the SCBIPTUBE BEVELATIONS CONCEBKIKa a 

FUTCTBE STATE. By Bichabd Whatelt, D.D. late Archbishop of Dublin. 
Ninth Edition. Fcp. Svo. 6«. 

TEXTS and THOUGHTS for CHBISTL/LN XINISTEB8. By J. 

Eabdiko, D.D. late Bishop of Bombay. [/n the prtttm 

THOUGHTS for the AGE. By Elizabeth M. Sewell, Author of 
* Amy Herbert,' ke. New Edition, revised. Fcp. Svo, price 6s, 

Passing Thoughts on Beligion. By Miss Sewkll. Fcp. Svo. 3«. 6tL 

Self-Examination before Confirmation. By Miss Sewexx. 32nio. 
price Is, 6d. 
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Beadings for a Month Preparatory to Confirmation, from Writers 
of the Early and English Church. By 2£iss Sewbll. Fcp. 4«. ' 

Headings for Every Day in Lent, compiled from the Writings of 
Bishop Jereut Tatlor. By Miss Bewbll. Fcp. 5s, 

Preparation for the Holy Conunnnion ; the Devotions chiefly from 
the Works of Jbbemt Tatlob. By Miss Sewell. 82mo. 3*, 

THOUGHTS for the HOLT WEEK for Yonng Persons. By Miss 
Sewbll. New Edition. Fcp. 8vo. 2<. 

PBIHCIPLES of EDTTCATIOH Drawn from Hatnre and Bevelationi 

and applied to Female Education in the Upper Classes. By Miss Sewbll. 
2 Tols. fcp. 8yo. 12s, 6d. 

L7EA. GESMAHICA, translated from the German by Miss C. Wink- 
worth. First Series, Hymns for the Sundays and Chief Festivals. Second 
Series, the Christian life. Fcp. 8vo. price Ss, 6d, each Series. 

SPntlTTJAL SONGS for the STXITBAYS and HOLIDATS through- 

out the Year. By J. S. B. Monsell, LL.D. ¥cp, 8vo. 4«. 6d 

Elf DEAVOUBS after the CHBISTIAH LITE : Discourses. By the 
Bev. J. Martineau, LL.D. Fifth Edition, carefully revised. Crown 8vo. Is, 6€U 

HTMHS of PBAISE and PBATEB, collected and edited by the Eev. 
J. Mabtinbau, LL.D. Crown 8vo. Is, 6d. 

WHATELT'S IKTBODTTCTOBT LESSONS on the CHBISTIAK 

Evidences. 18mo. 6<2. 

BISHOP JEBEMY TATLOB'S EKTIBE WOBKS. With Life by 
Bishop Heber. Bevised and corrected l^ the Bev. C. P. Eden. Complete in 
Ten Volumes, 8vo. doth, price £6. 5s. 



Jravels^ Voyages^ &c. 

MEETING the SUN ; a Journey all round the World through Eg^pt, 
China, Japan, and California. By William Siicpson, F.B.G.S. With 48 Helio- 
types and Wood Engravings from Drawings by the Author. Medium 8vo. 2/is, 

The ATLANTIC to the PAGIPIC ; What to see, and How to see it. 
By John Erastus Leoter, M.A. Map, Plan, Woodcuts. Crown 8vo. %s, 

SLAVE-CATCHnra in the INBIAN OCEAN. By Capt. Colomb, 
B.K. With a Map and Blnstrations. 8va 21<. 

UNTBODDEN PEAKS and UNPBEQTTENTEB VALLET8 ; a l^d- 
smnmer Bamble among the Dolomites. ByAvBUA B. Bdwabos. With a 
2£ap and 27 Wood Engravings. Medium Svo. 21«. 

Th0 DOLOXITE MOUNTAINS; Excurfidons through Tyrol, Carinthia, 
Camiola, and Friuli, 1861-1868. By J. Gilbbbt and Q. C. Cuuuuuill, F.B.a.S. 
"V^th numerous Blnstrations. Square crown 8vo. 21<. 

CADOBE; or, TITIAN'S COTTNTBT. By Josiah Gilbbbt, one of 
the Authors of the * Dolomite Mountains.' With Map, Facsimile, and 40 Bins- 
tmtioiis. Imperial Svo. 81<. Sd. 
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HOTTBS ot EXEBCI8E in the ALPS. By Jomc Ttndaix, LL.D. 
D.C.L. P.B.S. Third Bdition, with 7 Woodcuts by B. Whymper. Crown 8vo. 
price 12f. 6d. 

The ALPIKE CLUB MAP of SWITZESLAKD and the ADJACEKT 

C0X7NTRIES, on the Scale of Four Miles to the Inch ; from SchafThaaaen on 
the North to MUan on the South, and from the Ortler Group on the East to 
Oeneva on the West. Constructed under the immediate superintend^ice of the 
Alpine Club, and edited by B. C. NicBOiiS, F.8.A. F.B.G.8. In Fonr Sheets. 

lyearlp ready, 

XAP of the CHAIH of MOHT BLAHC, from an Actual Survey in 
1863-1864. By Adams-Bkillt, F.B.G.S. M.A.O. Published under the Au- 
thority of the Alpine Club. In Chromolithography on extra stout drawing- 
paper 28in. X 17in. price 10«. or mounted on canvas in a folding case, 12«. 6<i. 

TBAVELS in the CENTRAL CATTCASTTS and BASHAV. Including 
Visits to Ararat and Tabreez and Ascents of Kazbek and Blbmz. By D. ^, 
Fbbshfield. Square crown 8vo. with Maps, &c. 18«. 

PATJ and the PTBEKEES. By Count Henrt Russell, Member of 
the Alpine Club, &c. With 2 Maps. Fcp. 8to. price 5«. 

HOW to SEE KOBWAY. By Captain J. B. Campbell. With Map 
and 5 Woodcuts. Fcp. 8vo. price h», 

MY WIFE and I in QUEEKSLAITD ; Eight Years' Experience in 
the Colony, with some account of Polynesian Labour. By Charles H. Bdex. 
With Map and Frontispieoe. Crown 8yo. price 9<. 

BAMBLES, by Patricitts Walker. Beprinted from FroBer^s MagcLzint, 
with a Vignette of the Queen's Bower in the New Forest, down 8to. 10«. 6d. 

The CBUISE of HEB MAJESTY'S SHIP, the GTnEtA(;OA, AMONG 

the SOUTH SEA ISLANDS in 1866. By Julius Brsnchlbt, Esq. M.A. 
F.R.G.S. With Chart, 43 Coloured Plates ard numerous other Illustrations. 
Imperial 8vo. price 42«. 

GUIDE to the PYKENEES, for the nse of Mountaineers. By 
Charles Packr. With Map and Illustrations. Crown 8vo. 7<. 6d. 

The ALPINE GUIDE. By John Ball, M.E.I.A. late President of 
the Alpine Club. 8 vols, post 8vo. Thoroughly Revised Editionn, with Maps 
and Illustrations :— I. WuUm Alps, 6s. 6d. II. Central Alps, 7s, 6d. UI. 
Eastern Alps, \Qs. 6d. 

Introduction on Alpine Travelling in General, and on the Oeology 

of the Alps, price 1«. Each of the Three Volumes or Parts of the Alpine Quids 
may be had with this Introduction prefixed, price Is. extra. 

VISITS to BEMABEASLE PLACES : Old Halls, Battle-Fields, and 
stones ninstrfttive of Striking Passages in English History and Poetry. By 
WnjJAii HowTFT. 2 vols, square crown 8vo. with Woodcuts, "lbs. 

The BUBAL LIFE of ENGLAND. By the same Author. With 
Woodcuts by Bewick and Williams. Medium 8vo. 12«. 6d, 



Works of Fiction. 



ELENA ; an Italian Tale. By L. N. Comtn, Author of * Atherstone 
Priory.* 2 vols, post 8vo. 14*. 
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LADY WULOUGHBT'S DIABT, 1635—1668 ; Charles the First, the 
Protectorate, and the Eestoration. Beprodnced in the Style of the Period to 
-which the Diary relates. Crown 8to. inrioe 7*, Bd, 

FOFULAB BOMAHCES of the XIDDLE AGES. By Gboboe W. 
Cox, K.A., Author of the ' Kythology of the Aryan Nations ' «o. and Eustagb 
HiKTON Jones. Crown 8vo. price 10<. 6d. 

TALES of the TEUTONIC LANDS ; a Sequel to < Popular Bomances 
of the Middle Afies.' By the same Authors. Crown 8to. 10«. 6d, 

The FOLK-LOBE of BOME, collected by Word of Mouth from the 
People. By B. H. Busk, Author of * Patrafias,' &c. Crown 8vo. 12^. 6d. 

The BUBGOMASTEB'S FAHILT ; or, Weal and Woe in a Little 
World. By Chribtinb Mullbr, Translated from the Dutch by Sir John Shaw 
Lkiwbb. F.B.S. Crown 8yo. price 6t, 

HOVELS and TALES. By the Eight Hon. B. Disbaeli, M.P. 
Cabinet Edition, complete in Ten Volumes, crown 8vo. price £3. 



L0THAIR,6«. 
CONINGSBT, dl. 

Sybil, 6<. 
Tancbed, ds, 

yKNBIIA,6«. 



BSNRIEITA TSKPLB, 6«. 
CONTAHINI FLEMINO, &C. 6$, 

Alroy, Ixion, Lc, G«. 
The YouNO Dukb, &o. 6s. 
YlYIAK Obbt, 6s. 



The MODEBN NOVELISTS LIBBABT. Each Work, in crown 8vo. 
complete in a Single Volume : — 

Atherstone Pbiory, 2s. boards ; 2s. 6d. cloth. 
Melyillb's Oladiators, 2s boards ; 2s. 6d. cloth. 

Good for Kothino, 2s. boards ; 2s. 6d. cloth. 

HoLUBY House, 2s. boards ; 2s. Gd. cloth. 

Interpreter, 2s. boards ; 2s. 6d. cloth. 

^—^» Kate Coventry, 2s. boards ; 2s. 6d. cloth. 
■ QxTEEN's Maries, 2s. boards ; 2s. 6d. cloth. 

DiOBY Oband, 2s. boards ; 2s, 6d. cloth. 

General Bounce, 2s. boards ; 2s. Gd, cloth. 

Tbolex)fe's Warden. Is, 6d. boards ; 2s. cloth. 

Barchester Towers, 2s, boards ; 2t, 6d, cloth. 

Brasoey-Moore's Six Sistebs of the Valleys, 2s, boards ; 2s, 6d, cloth. 

CABINET EDITION of STOBIES and TALES by Miss Setwell:— 
Amy Hsrbbbt, 2s, 6d, 
Gebtrude, 2s. 6d, 
The Earl's Daughter, 2s. 6d. 
&a>ERiENCB 0/ Life, 2s, 6d, 
Clkvb Hall, 2s, 6d, 



Ivors, 2s. 6d, 
Eathabinb Ashton, 2s. 6d, 
Margaret Percival, Ss, 6d. 
Laneton Parsonage, 8«. 6d, 
Ursula, Zs» 6d. 



CTLLENE; or, the Fall of Paganism. By Henbt Smbtd, ]\i(.A. 
University College, Oxford. 2 vols, post 8vo. price 14ts, 

BECKEB'S GALLUS ; or, Boman Scenes of the Time of Angustns : 
with Notes and Excursuses. New Edition. Post 8yo. Is, 6d, 

BECKEB'S CHABICLES: a Tale illnstrative of Private Life among the 
Ancient Greeks : with Notes and Excursuses. New Edition. Poet 8yo. 7s, 6d, 

TALES of ANCIENT GBEECE. By Geobob W. Cox, M.A. late 
Scholar of Trin. CoU. Oxon. Crown Sva price 6s, 6d, 



Poetry and The Drama. 

FATTST: a Dramatic Poem. By Gobtbb. Translated into English 
Prose, with Notes, by A. Hatward. Eigiith Edition. Fcp. Sto. price Ss, 
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BALLADS and LTBICS of OLB FBAKCE; mth. other Poems. By 
A. Lavo, Fellow of Merton College, Oxford. Sqnaro fop. Svo. pdoe C«. 

X00BE*8 IRISH MELODIES, Maclise's Edition, with 161 Steel Plates 
from OrigfaiAl Drawing!. Baper-royal 8to. 81<. 6d, 

Xiniature Edition of Moore*8 Irish Xelodios, with Madise's De- 
■IgnB (m abOTe) reduced in Lithography. Imp. 16mo. 10«. 6d, 

XOOBE'S LALLA BOOKH. Tenniel's Edition, with 68 Wood 
Engravings from Original Drawings and other Dlnstrations. Fep. ito. 21«. 

SOVTHETS POETICAL WOBKS, with the Author's last Ckxrrections 

and copyright Additions. Medium 8to. with Portrait and Ylgnette, lis. 

LATS of ANCIENT BOME ; with IVBT and tho ABXADA. By the 

Sight Hon. Lord Macaulat. 16mo. Zt, BcL 

Lord Macanlay's Lays of Ancient Borne. With 90 Slnstrations on 
Wood, from the Antique, from Drawings l^ Q. Sohabp. Fep. 4to. 31«. 

Xiniatnre Edition of Lord Xacanlay*s Lays of Ancient Borne, 

with the Illustrations (as above) reduced in Lithography. Imp. 18mo. 10«. 6d. 

OOLDSXITH'S POETICAL WOBKS, with Wood Engravings from 
Designs by Members of the Etching-Olub. Imp. 10mo. 7s, 6d, 

The JEKEID of VIBGIL Translated into English Verse. By JoKS 
COBINGTON, MJL Kew Edition. Crown 8vo. 9<. 

The ODES and EPODES of HOBACE ; a Metrical Translation into 
English, with Introduction and Commentaries. ^ Lord Lytton. With TsXbi 
Text. New Edition. Post 8vo. price 10«. 6<i. 

HOBATII OPEBA. Library Edition, with Marginal References and 
English Notes. Edited by the Bev. J. B. YoNOX. 8vo. 2U, 

The LTCIDAS and EPITAPHITJM DAMOKIS of XILTOH. Edited, 

with Notes and Introduction, by C. S. Jebbah, MJL Trin. CoU. Oxford ; in- 
cluding a Beprint of the rare Latin Version by W. Ho^, 1694. [In the prm, 

BOWDLEB'S PAMILY SHAK8PEABE, cheaper Oennine Editions. 
Medium 8vo. large type, with 86 Woodcuts, price 141. Cabinet Bditlon, with 
the same Illustbahons, 6 vols. fep. 8vo. price 21<. 

POEMS. By Jban Iitgelow. 2 vols. fep. 8to. price 10». 

Fnusrr Ssribs, contaixdng * Divided,' * The Stab's Monumskt,' &e. Sixteenth 

Thousand. Fep. 8vo. price 5s, 
Bboond Bebies, *A. Stobt of Doom,' * Gladys and her Island/ jko. HfUi 

Thousand. Fq>. 8vo. price 6s. 

POEMS by Jean Ingelow. Fibst Sebibs, with nearly 100 Illnstrations, 
engraved on Wood by DaMel Brothers. Fep. 4to. 2l<. 



Rural Sports^ &c. 



The DEAD SHOT; or, Sportsman's Complete Ghude: a Treatise on 
the Use of the Oun, Dog-breaking, Pigeon-shooting, &o. By 'MA-nv^MAw 
Bevised Edition. Fep. 8vo. with Plates, 4i. 
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ENCTCL0P2DIA of BUBAL SFOBTS ; a complete Account, Histo- 
rical, Practical, and Deacriptiye, of Hunting, Shooting, Fishing, Baoing, 
and all other Bnral and Athletic Sports and Pastimes. By D. P. Blastb, 
With above 600 Woodcuts (20 from Designs by John Lxboh). 8to. 21<. 

Th0 FLT-FISH£B*S EKTOMOLOaT. By Alfred Bokalds. With 
coloured Bepresentations of the Natural and Artificial Insect. Sixth Edition, 
with 30 coloured Plates. 8to. 14«. 

A BOOK on ANOLIKO ; a complete Treatise on the Art of Angling 
in eyery branch. By Francis Fbanois. New Edition, with Portrait and 15 
other Plates, plain and coloured. Post 8to. Us, 

WILCOCBS'S S£A-FISH£BMAir ; comprising the Chief Methods of 
Hook and Line Fishing in the British and other Seas, a Glance at Nets, and 
BemarkB on Boats and Boating. Second Edition, with 80 Woodcuts. PostSvo. 
' 12$. 6d. 

HOBSES and STABLES. By Colonel F. Fitzwtgbaic, XV. the King's 
Hussars. With Twenty-four Plates of Illustrations, containing very numerous 
Figures engraved on Wood. Sto. ISt. 

Th0 H0BSF8 FOOT, and HOW to KEEP it 80TTBD. By W. 

MiLBS, Esq. Ninth Edition, with Dlnstrations. Imperial 8vo. 12<. Bd. 

A PLAIN TBEATISE on HOBSE-SHOEIKa. By the same Author. 
Sixth Edition. Poet 8to. with Illustrations, 2i, 6d, 

STABLES and STABLE-FITTINaS. By the same. Imp. 8to. with 
13 Plates, 16<. 
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